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This paper focuses on the doctoral dissertation of Martyr Dr. Ali Larijani on “The Status of
Mathematics in the Philosophical Systems of Hume and Kant,” examining the philosophical
foundations of modern science and its relation to the Islamic philosophical tradition. The
central issue is the distinction between mathematical and empirical knowledge and its
implications for understanding the nature of science. Hume, by differentiating empirical from
mathematical propositions, denies necessary certainty to empirical sciences and reduces
mathematical propositions to tautologies, an approach that faces serious difficulties in
explaining necessity and non-sensory concepts. Kant responds by introducing the distinction
between analytic and synthetic a priori judgments, considering mathematics as the product of
the mind’s activity and the condition of possibility for empirical science. However, this move
renders science fundamentally subjective and reduces metaphysics to epistemology. Neo-
Kantian and postmodern developments further historicize and culturalize structures of
knowledge, portraying mathematics as an intersubjective construct and thereby challenging
the grounding of its necessity. In contrast, Islamic philosophy, from Peripatetic thought to
Transcendent Theosophy and theoretical mysticism, regards mathematics as an objective
science rooted in the graded reality of being, maintaining a real ontological relation with both
nature and metaphysics. Within this framework, the necessity of mathematical propositions is
not a mental construct but grounded in existential reality. Thus, Larijani’s dissertation offers a
strategic horizon for rethinking the place of mathematics in modern culture and for revitalizing
its theoretical potential within the Islamic intellectual tradition.
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Introduction

This extended abstract focuses on Martyr Dr. Ali Larijani’s doctoral dissertation on the status of
mathematics in the philosophical systems of David Hume and Immanuel Kant. It addresses one of
the most fundamental issues in the philosophy of science: the relationship between mathematical
knowledge and empirical knowledge. The choice of this topic is not merely a historical engagement
with early modern philosophy; rather, it reflects a strategic concern with the deepest
epistemological foundations of modern civilization. Since modern science has played a decisive
role in shaping contemporary culture, technology, and social organization, examining its
conceptual underpinnings, especially the role of mathematics within it, opens a path toward
understanding the intellectual identity of the modern world. At the same time, such an inquiry
creates the possibility of a meaningful comparison with the Islamic philosophical tradition and its
own account of scientific knowledge.

Problem Statement

The problem begins with a widely accepted classification in modern academia, where mathematics
is grouped alongside empirical sciences such as physics, chemistry, and biology as part of the
“basic sciences.” However, a fundamental difference exists between mathematical and empirical
propositions. Empirical sciences rely on observation and experimentation; their propositions are
testable, falsifiable, and therefore never logically necessary or absolutely certain. Mathematical
propositions, by contrast, exhibit necessity and certainty independent of sensory verification. This
raises a crucial question: What is the epistemological status of mathematics, and how does it relate
to empirical science?

Hume, grounded in his empiricist framework, distinguished between “relations of ideas” and
“matters of fact.” Propositions concerning matters of fact, those that constitute empirical science,
can never attain necessary certainty and rest ultimately on habit and repeated experience.
Mathematical propositions, in contrast, belong to relations of ideas and possess logical necessity;
yet this necessity is purely analytic and does not inform us about external reality. Thus, Hume
effectively reduces mathematics to tautological or analytic truths, severing it from ontological
reference. This account faces significant difficulties: not all mathematical judgments can be
reduced to mere conceptual analysis, and principles such as non-contradiction cannot themselves
be treated as simple tautologies. Moreover, key notions like necessity cannot be derived from
sensory data alone.

Kant, responding to these challenges, sought a middle path between rationalism and empiricism.
By distinguishing between analytic and synthetic judgments, and between a priori and a posteriori
knowledge, he argued that many mathematical propositions are synthetic a priori. According to
Kant, the human mind possesses inherent forms and structures that make experience possible.
Mathematics arises from these a priori forms and serves as a condition of possibility for empirical
science. However, this solution entails a profound shift: scientific knowledge is no longer
understood as a direct reflection of objective reality but as the result of the mind’s structuring
activity imposed upon sensory data. In this way, science becomes fundamentally subjective, and
metaphysics is reduced to an inquiry into the conditions of knowledge rather than into being itself.
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Subsequent Neo-Kantian and postmodern developments historicized and culturalized these a priori
structures. What Kant had regarded as universal and fixed features of human cognition came to be
interpreted as historically and socially conditioned frameworks. Consequently, mathematics itself
was increasingly viewed as an intersubjective or cultural construct. While this move challenges
Kant’s universalism, it intensifies the difficulty of accounting for the necessity and objectivity of
mathematical truths, since historically contingent constructs cannot easily ground logical necessity.

The Statement of the Problem in Islamic Philosophy

In contrast, the Islamic philosophical tradition offers a different account. Knowledge is understood
as correspondence with reality and is not confined to empirical sciences. Mathematics is considered
a genuine and objective science. Although its propositions are not derived from empirical
induction, they maintain a real ontological relation to the external world. In classical Islamic
philosophy, the subject matter of mathematics is quantity, regarded as an accident with real
existential dependence upon its substrate; its predicates are not mental impositions but reflect real
features of being.

Transcendent Theosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya) deepens this account by grounding
mathematical necessity in the ontological unity of being. The necessary connection between subject
and predicate in mathematical judgments is not a mental construction but arises from existential
unity. By articulating the graded structure of reality, intellect, imaginal realm, and nature, this
tradition explains the relation between mathematics, natural science, and metaphysics.
Mathematics corresponds to the imaginal or intermediary level of determination and measure,
thereby explaining its foundational role in the natural sciences without reducing it to subjectivity.
Theoretical mysticism further expands this horizon by situating human knowledge within a
comprehensive metaphysical anthropology.

Results

The investigation of mathematics in the philosophies of Hume and Kant reveals the epistemological
foundations of modern science and clarifies how metaphysics was marginalized and scientific
objectivity transformed into structured subjectivity. Later historicist developments, while
attempting to overcome Kant’s rigidity, struggle to justify the enduring necessity of mathematical
truths.

By contrast, the Islamic philosophical tradition provides a framework in which mathematics retains
both necessity and ontological grounding. It neither reduces mathematics to tautology nor confines
it to mental construction, but situates it within a hierarchical ontology that preserves its objectivity
and its intimate relation to both nature and metaphysics.

From this perspective, Dr. Larijani’s dissertation represents a strategic and forward-looking
contribution to the philosophy of mathematical science. It not only illuminates the conceptual
foundations of modern scientific thought but also opens new horizons for dialogue between modern
philosophy and the Islamic intellectual tradition, encouraging further research into the
metaphysical and cultural significance of mathematics.
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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The fundamental rupture between subject and object, inaugurated by Descartes and
Research Article perpetuated throughout modern philosophy, led to the marginalization or reduction of the

imaginative faculty as an “intermediary reality.” Although this reduction was partially
challenged in German Idealism, particularly in Kant’s attempt to revive the transcendental
imagination, it ultimately failed due to its confinement within a subject-centered epistemology
and its retention of metaphysical dualism. This trajectory culminated in Nietzsche’s revolt of

Article history: the imagination and will against reason, thereby intensifying the crisis of nihilism and
Received: 19 October 2025 existential meaning in the modern world. Drawing on a directed content analysis and a
Received in revised form: 24 comparative study of primary texts, this article proposes a Sadrian reinterpretation aimed at
December 2025 overcoming this crisis. The novelty of this study lies in elucidating the ontological potential of
Accepted: 06 December 2025 the imaginative faculty in Transcendent Theosophy, in contrast to its reduction within modern
Published online: 21 March subjectivism. Mulla Sadra, by demonstrating the dual structure of the “connected imagination”
2026 and the “separated imagination” (Mundus Imaginalis), reconceptualizes the imagination as a

barzakhi (intermediary) and semi-abstract reality. This reality mediates not only between sense
and intellect but also between the intelligible world (‘alam al-‘aql) and the material world
(‘alam al-madda). Within this framework, the soul (nafs), described as “corporeal in
origination and spiritual in subsistence” (jismaniyyat al-hudath wa rahaniyyat al-baqa’), is
understood as inherently imaginative and ontologically intermediate. Contemplation

Keywords: o (tafakkur) is thus interpreted as the culminating act of the imaginative soul. This ontological
Crisis of Meaning; Imagination  strycture enables the intensification (harakat ishtidad) of the soul’s movement from material
(Connected and Separated); immersion toward intellectual transcendence, thereby re-establishing a transcendent (rather
Nihilism; Subject-Object than merely transcendental) grounding of meaning. In this way, the subject—object rupture is
Rupture; Transcendent transformed into a synthetic unity oriented toward perfection, offering a monotheistic horizon
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Many modern philosophical and social crises, most notably the crisis of meaning and nihilism, can
be traced back to deep-seated dualisms such as mind—body and subject-object, originating in
Cartesian philosophy. This rupture either eliminated the ontological status of the imagination or
reduced it to a merely subjective domain.

The present study aims to re-examine the ontological status of the imagination in Sadrian
philosophy as a transcendent intermediary, demonstrating how it offers a novel framework for
overcoming this dominant dualism and the resulting crisis of meaning. The central research
question is: How can a Sadrian reinterpretation of the imagination resolve the crisis of meaning
generated by the subject—object rupture in modern philosophy?

Research Method

This study adopts a theoretical and qualitative philosophical approach based on directed content
analysis. The data consist of primary texts from key modern philosophers (Descartes, Kant,
Nietzsche) alongside the works of Mulla Sadra, collected through library research.

Following the extraction and coding of key concepts, the texts were systematically analyzed. A
comparative framework was then employed to assess the ontological capacity of the imaginative
faculty within Transcendent Theosophy to address the modern crisis of meaning.

Findings

The findings indicate that the crisis of meaning and the emergence of nihilism in modernity are
rooted in the subject—object rupture and its accompanying ontological and epistemological
deficiencies. Beginning with Descartes and extending through later developments, this rupture
became deeply embedded within the structure of modern thought. Descartes’ foundational move,
further consolidated by Kant, positioned the human subject as fundamentally detached from, and
opposed to, existence. Consequently, reason was first reduced to the domain of the mind, and
subsequently, nature itself was reduced to a mechanistic order.

In response to this dualism, attempts were made, particularly in Kant, to bridge the gap through the
concepts of the transcendental and productive imagination. These efforts reactivated the subject in
a constitutive relation to experience, shifting its role from a passive discoverer to an active producer
of meaning. However, despite this innovation, Kantian and post-Kantian idealism ultimately
reinforced subjectivism and deepened the ontological divide. This tendency reached its apex in
Hegel’s system, where the particular was subsumed under the universal, epitomized in the dictum:
“What is rational is actual.”

This trajectory gave rise to a counter-movement characterized as the “rebellion of the imagination
against reason,” emphasizing lived experience and particularity. Thinkers such as Dilthey sought
to reinterpret the productive imagination within the horizon of historical life rather than
transcendental structures. Nietzsche radicalized this move by rejecting universality altogether and
reducing the imagination to its most corporeal and instinctual dimensions. Rather than resolving
the rupture, this development merely shifted the problem from one extreme to another, intensifying
nihilism and the crisis of meaning.
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In contrast, Transcendent Theosophy offers a fundamentally different solution grounded in the
principle of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud) and its corollaries, such as substantial
motion (harakat jawhariyah) and the doctrine of the soul’s dual constitution. Mulla Sadra expands
the notion of abstraction (tajarrud) into a graded continuum extending from the material to the fully
intelligible. Within this framework, the imagination is understood as a semi-material, semi-abstract
reality occupying an intermediary ontological status.

Through the doctrine of the “connected imagination” and the principle that “the soul in its unity is
all faculties” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa), Sadra elevates the imagination from a mere
faculty to an ontological domain of the soul itself. Simultaneously, by affirming the “World of
Imagination” (the separated imagination) as an objective intermediate realm, he resolves the
ontological rupture between the sensible and the intelligible, enabling a genuine movement
between them.

Unlike modern rationalism or certain ascetic traditions that seek transcendence through negation
of the material, Sadra affirms the lower levels of existence as necessary conditions for higher
perfection. The process of perfection involves not suppression but integration, whereby lower
levels are preserved and elevated within higher ones. This results in a hierarchical unity of
existence, enabling harmony between imagination and intellect.

Accordingly, the imagination is no longer opposed to the intellect but functions as its intermediary,
transforming from a merely immanent and historical faculty into a bridge toward intelligible and
transcendent meaning. This framework dissolves entrenched dualisms such as reason/imagination,
mind/body, and material/spiritual by situating them within a unified ontological continuum.
While Nietzsche identifies the imagination as a force of liberation, his reduction of it to instinct
ultimately leads to deeper nihilism. In contrast, Sadra’s conception grounds liberation precisely in
the imagination’s intermediary and elevating function. Through its connection to the imaginal
realm, the human being gains access to deeper layers of reality and meaning, thereby overcoming
the limitations of purely material existence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the revival of the ontological potential of the imagination within Transcendent
Theosophy provides an alternative framework for rethinking the relationship between human
beings and existence. It enables the recognition of semi-abstract domains, such as culture, art, and
symbolic life as mediating structures in the pursuit of felicity.

Within this framework, the imagination is not opposed to the intellect but stands at its threshold:
when guided by intellect, it ascends toward higher degrees of being; when detached, it descends
into lower levels of existence. This perspective carries significant implications for social theory,
opening a new horizon for overcoming nihilism by re-establishing the connection between concrete
social life and transcendent meaning.
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1. Cogito, ergo sum
2. Antagonistischer Dualismus
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1. Anthropology from a Pragmatic Point of View
2. Creative

3. Reproductive

4. Kraft

5. ein Bild
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1. Productive Imagination
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Introduction

This study examines a central paradox in the intellectual history of Muslim communities in the South
Caucasus under Tsarist Russian rule. Following the region’s incorporation into the Russian Empire through
the Treaties of Gulistan (1813) and Turkmenchay (1828), profound sociocultural transformations reshaped
patterns of identity and thought.

The core problem addressed here is the convergence, within the relatively brief period between
1850 and 1918, of three apparently divergent intellectual currents: Western-inspired Progressivism
(taraqqi-parvari), Islamic Religious Reform (islah-i din), and Turanist-Turkism (Turk-Turan-
garayT). This study seeks to explain how and why these ideologies developed such a strong capacity
for synthesis, enabling a single generation of intellectuals to advocate them simultaneously, often
without perceiving fundamental contradictions.

This phenomenon is reflected in the simultaneous promotion of Turkic nationalism, Pan-Islamic
unity (ittihad-i Islam), and Western scientific rationality within a single, albeit complex, intellectual
framework. Explaining this convergence requires moving beyond mono-causal or purely
nationalist and biographical interpretations dominant in existing historiography.

Research Questions
This study is guided by the following questions:
1. What socio-intellectual and epistemological factors enabled the convergence and mutual
reinforcement of these ideologies in the South Caucasus?
2. How were tensions, such as those between religious universalism and ethnic nationalism,
reconciled or conceptually bypassed?
3. What forms of intellectual exchange, networking, and political collaboration can be
identified among key figures and institutions?

Literature Review

Existing scholarship on identity formation and intellectual history in the Caucasus is often
fragmented and narrowly focused. Some works, such as those by Alakbarli (2018) and Karimi
(2018), approach the subject primarily through nationalist narratives, tracing Azerbaijani identity
formation. Others focus on individual figures or specific movements, such as Baghirov and Azimov
(2018), Molaei (2020), or studies on the Baha’i movement (Shahvar et al., 2011).

In contrast, the present study adopts a synthetic and relational approach, emphasizing the
interconnections and mutual influences among Progressivism, Religious Reform, and Turanist-
Turkism, currents typically studied in isolation

Research Method and Theoretical Framework

This research employs a documentary—library methodology, analyzing primary and secondary
sources, including historical texts, correspondence, and periodicals.

The analytical framework is based on the sociological methodology developed by Yahya
Boudarinejad (2015-2021), which posits that shared epistemological foundations among
intellectual movements foster similar social structures and political alignments. When different
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ideologies rely on comparable modes of knowledge production, particularly empiricism and
sensory validation, they are more likely to converge despite apparent differences in doctrine.

This shared epistemological “grammar” facilitates cooperation, not through identical goals, but
through compatible methods of legitimizing knowledge and action. This framework is applied here
to explain the intellectual synergy observed in the South Caucasus.

Findings and Discussion

Progressivism: The Imperative of Taraqqi
The stark contrast between Western advancement and perceived Muslim decline generated a

powerful drive for “progress” (taraqqi). This produced two interconnected tendencies:

e Radical Westernism: Advocated by figures such as Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzade and
Mirza Malkam Khan, emphasizing comprehensive adoption of Western models, often
grounded in materialist and empiricist epistemology.

e Selective Modernism: Sought to reconcile progress with Islamic identity.

Despite differences, both shared a commitment to empiricism, privileging observable reality and
scientific method. This created a common epistemological foundation that facilitated convergence
with other movements.

Religious Reform: Negotiating Faith and Modernity
Three major reform movements shaped the intellectual landscape:

e Pan-Islamism (al-Afghani): While advocating Islamic unity, it implicitly accommodated
linguistic and proto-national solidarities, enabling transitions toward Turkism.
e Jadidism: Promoted ijtihad and educational reform, combining scripturalism with an
empiricist orientation and institutionalizing modern education.
e Shaykhism and Babism: Through concepts such as Hiirqalya, these movements rendered
metaphysical doctrines more accessible, aligning, unexpectedly, with empiricist tendencies.
Their critique of traditional clerical authority further aligned them with modernist reform
currents.
Together, these movements contributed to an epistemological shift favoring accessible, experience-
based knowledge.

Turanist-Turkism: Nationalism and Empirical Identity
Turanist-Turkism emerged as a response to colonial domination and Pan-Slavism, redefining

identity along linguistic and ethnic lines. As a modern ideology, it relied on empirical categories
such as language, ethnicity, and territory rather than metaphysical or religious foundations.

This epistemological orientation aligned closely with Progressivism and Religious Reform,
explaining the fluid transition of figures like Ahmed Aghayev from Pan-Islamism to Turkism. The
influence of al-Afghani on later political movements, such as the Young Turks, further
demonstrates this interconnectedness.
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Conclusion
The convergence of Progressivism, Religious Reform, and Turanist-Turkism was not merely a
contingent political alliance but was rooted in a deep epistemological affinity. All three shared a
tendency toward empiricism and a rejection, explicit or implicit, of traditional scholastic
rationalism.

e Progressivism embraced scientific empiricism.

¢ Religious Reform movements promoted direct, accessible interpretations of faith.

e Turanist-Turkism grounded identity in tangible, historical realities.
A key figure in this transformation was al-Afghani, whose pragmatist engagement with modernity
helped establish a shared epistemological language across movements.
This common framework enabled intellectual collaboration and ultimately contributed to the
formation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in 1918, the first secular republic in the Muslim
world. This outcome reflects not an anomaly but the political realization of a deeper
epistemological convergence that permanently reshaped the region’s intellectual trajectory.
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This study analyzes the concept of development in the thought of Dr. Ali Shariati and examines
the fundamental components of his development model. It addresses two main questions: first,
whether development constitutes a central concern within Shariati’s intellectual system; and
second, what the main components of his development model are? A qualitative and
interpretive methodology is employed, using content analysis and comparative analysis.
Shariati’s works were examined and key concepts extracted and analyzed in comparison with
classical and contemporary theories of development sociology. Findings indicate that Shariati
conceptualizes development as an endogenous, culturally grounded, and human-centered
process. His model is structured around two main axes: cultural-spiritual development and
economic-structural development. The cultural axis includes critical consciousness, critical
dialogue, critical pedagogy, intellectual solidarity, and the rule of law. The economic—political
axis involves political organization, material infrastructure, enlightened leadership, committed
governance, and responsible intellectual elites. The analysis demonstrates that cultural factors
occupy a more fundamental position in Shariati’s framework, while development emerges as
a dialectical process between cultural consciousness and socio-political structures. This model
provides a normative and analytical framework for sustainable and human-centered
development.
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Introduction

Development theory has traditionally been dominated by Western paradigms emphasizing
economic modernization and institutional rationalization. In contrast, Ali Shariati proposes a
culturally rooted and ethically oriented model that integrates historical consciousness, spiritual
awakening, and collective agency. This study investigates whether development is a central
category in Shariati’s thought and how his intellectual system reconstructs its meaning beyond
conventional development theories.

Research Method

This research adopts a qualitative—interpretive design based on thematic content analysis and
comparative critique. Primary sources include Shariati’s major works such as Ummah and
Imamate, Return to Self, Islamology, Religion vs. Religion, What Is to Be Done?, History of
Civilization, Hussein: Heir to Adam, and Fatemeh Is Fatemeh.

These texts are analyzed alongside contemporary development theories, including modernization
theory, dependency theory, Islamic development approaches, critical theory, and critical pedagogy.

Findings

Shariati’s conception of development is multidimensional, encompassing economic, political,
cultural, and spiritual dimensions. He emphasizes committed democracy, ethical leadership, and
critical pedagogy as foundational mechanisms for social transformation.

Development, in his framework, is not reducible to material progress but is understood as a
dialectical process linking thought and action in pursuit of human perfection. His anthropological
vision, influenced by existentialist and monotheistic ideas, defines the human being as a free and
responsible agent whose liberation is achieved through self-awareness and social justice.

Discussion and Conclusion

Shariati’s developmental thought challenges dominant paradigms by foregrounding ethical
responsibility, cultural authenticity, and collective agency. He advocates a guided form of
democracy grounded in justice, awareness, and human dignity.

In this framework, intellectuals, media, and political institutions play a critical role in preventing
corruption and fostering a socially and environmentally just society. Ultimately, Shariati’s notion
of endogenous and sustainable development emerges as a central concept that offers a normative
guide for policymaking, resource distribution, and social self-reliance.
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In a world where Muslim societies face complex social and cultural challenges, the study of a
form of mysticism that directly engages with social issues appears essential. This research
aims to examine the role of the thought of “‘Umar bin Hafiz, a contemporary Yemeni preacher,
in redefining social mysticism and its impact on Muslim communities. Employing a thematic
analysis within a qualitative framework, the study investigates bin Hafiz’s mystical
perspectives through an analysis of seven published interviews (2002-2011) in Yemeni and
international media. Data were analyzed using MAXQDA software and Braun and Clarke’s
six-phase framework, resulting in the extraction of 191 codes. To ensure the validity and
reliability of the thematic analysis and the accuracy of coding, Holsti’s coefficient was applied.
The findings identify six central themes: social mysticism rooted in moderation and ethics,
reform of religious discourse, rejection of violence and promotion of justice, dialogue and
coexistence, critique of extremism, and the significance of knowledge and religious education.
Bin Hafiz conceptualizes mysticism as a means for self-purification, service to humanity, and
the strengthening of social solidarity. In his thought, mosques are centers of spiritual and moral
cultivation that must remain safeguarded from politicization. Rejecting violence and
excommunication, he emphasizes dialogue, justice, and cooperation with non-Muslims as
pathways to social cohesion. Furthermore, authentic religious knowledge and rationality, in
his view, provide the foundation for preventing doctrinal deviations and fostering societal
reform. This study demonstrates that bin Hafiz’s thought, by integrating spirituality, ethics,
and social engagement, offers a comprehensive model for spiritual education and for
addressing pressing challenges such as extremism and cultural fragmentation.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Mysticism and intuitive knowledge of the Almighty God constitute one of the fundamental and
innate needs of human beings, and throughout history, they have played a decisive role in shaping
spiritual orientations as well as individual and social conduct. Within the Islamic tradition, this
inclination is manifested as Islamic Mysticism (‘Irfan), which—drawing upon revealed texts and
the teachings of the Shari‘a—delineates the path of human perfection through piety, self-
purification, and connection with the Absolute. Islam represents a comprehensive and realistic
system of thought that addresses all dimensions of human needs, whether worldly or otherworldly,
physical or spiritual, rational or emotional, and individual or collective. Genuine Islamic
mysticism, in addition to its personal dimension, also encompasses a social aspect. Historically,
this has given rise to currents of social mysticism that have played a pivotal role in the spread of
Islam across regions such as Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and North Africa. Muslim
mystics, through peaceful approaches attuned to the needs of the people, significantly contributed
to the dissemination of Islam as well as intellectual and social transformations.

Nevertheless, much of contemporary research has focused on the individual dimensions of
mysticism, while its social aspects have remained relatively underexplored. Contemporary
transformations within Islamic societies, coupled with the need to redefine the role of religion and
spirituality in the public sphere, highlight the importance of revisiting the thought of mystics who
situated mysticism in interaction with society. One prominent figure in this context is ‘Umar bin
Hafiz, a Yemeni mystic and scholar, and the founder of Dar al-Mustafa, an educational, research,
and missionary institute. His intellectual project offers a novel paradigm of Islamic mysticism that
simultaneously maps individual and collective spiritual paths, thereby revitalizing spirituality
within the collective life of Muslims. Despite his wide-reaching influence across Muslim
communities, systematic scholarly investigation into the themes of social mysticism in his thought
remains scarce. This study, therefore, raises the following central question: How do ‘Umar bin
Hafiz’s conceptions of social mysticism contribute to redefining the position and function of
mysticism in contemporary Islamic society, and what are the key components of this approach?

Literature Review

No research to date has directly examined the social mysticism of ‘Umar bin Hafiz. However,
several studies have addressed other figures. Qarqgarachi et al. (2022) describe social mysticism in
terms of guidance, education, and guardianship, viewing it as a force that directs society toward
rationality, spirituality, freedom, and justice. In their comparative study of Shafi‘i Kadkani and
Lukacs, they emphasize a return to authentic values such as compassion and self-sacrifice. Roudgar
(2021) introduces social mysticism within Motahhari’s intellectual framework as a field aligned
with the social sciences, manifesting in cognitive, emotional, and behavioral domains, and
providing a foundation for theorizing the relationship between the individual and society in Islamic
civilization. Motahhari, adopting a philosophical lens, reconstructs mysticism both positively
(through the reformulation of concepts) and negatively (through critique of historical Sufism based
on the Qur’an and Sunna). Collectively, existing studies reveal a general paucity of scholarship on
social mysticism
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Research Method

This study employs a qualitative approach using thematic analysis. According to Kasiram (2008),
qualitative research analyzes data within its natural context without reducing it to numerical form.
Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006; 2022) constitutes a systematic process for identifying
meaningful patterns in qualitative data and proceeds through Braun and Clarke’s six-stage
framework: familiarization, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing, defining and
naming themes, and reporting (Clarke, 2024).

The research corpus consists of seven interviews with ‘Umar bin Hafiz published in Yemeni and
international media between 2002 and 2011, including 26 September, al-Mo tamar Net, al-Ahram
al-‘Arabi, al-Jadwa, The New York Times, Shu‘a‘ al-Amal, and SBS Australia. These interviews
directly reflect his ideas within diverse cultural, political, and religious contexts, thus enabling
comparative analysis.

From these sources, 191 codes were extracted. Data saturation was achieved in accordance with
the criteria outlined by Guest, Bunce, and Johnson (2006). Reliability was assessed using Holsti’s
formula (Holsti, 1969; Neuendorf, 2002), yielding an intercoder agreement rate of 91%, which
indicates strong consistency and dependability of findings.

Theoretical Considerations

‘Umar bin Muhammad bin Salim bin Hafiz (b. 1963, Tarim, Yemen) is a descendant of Imam
Husayn (‘a) and the al-Ba‘lawi Hashimite family of Hadramawt. Trained in religious sciences
under his father and other scholars of Hadramawt, he began teaching at the age of 15. Owing to
political pressures from the communist regime, he migrated and subsequently taught in the
Haramayn, Oman, and Hadramawt. In 1994, he established Dar al-Mustafa, with a focus on
religious education, self-purification, and nurturing a dynamic generation to propagate Islamic
teachings. He has traveled widely and participated in conferences such as al-Azhar (2002),
Malaysia (2003), Sri Lanka (2002), the UAE (2004), Kuwait (2006), Cambridge (2008), and
Chechnya (2016). He was also a signatory to the “Common Word Between Us and You” (2007).
His works include Is‘af Talibi Rida al-Khallaqg, al-Khitab al-Islami fi al-Mu’assasat al-Diniyya,
among others. In The Muslim 500 (2025), he ranked second among the most influential Muslims
worldwide.

Social mysticism arises from the synthesis of ‘irfan (intuitive knowledge of God through the heart;
Misbah Yazdi, 2019) and ijtima°“ (collective assembly and consensus; Ibn Manziir, 1993), linking
personal spiritual practice to social functions. This approach positions mysticism as an instrument
for collective welfare, justice, and ethical living (Jawadi Amuli, 1996; Abdollahi & Ramazani,
2022). According to ‘Umar bin Hafiz (2009; 2011), the realization of this vision requires returning
to the Prophet’s mission, practicing sincerity, and embodying mercy.

Findings
The thematic analysis conducted with MAXQDA identified six overarching themes:
e Social mysticism grounded in moderation and Islamic ethics (emphasizing the Prophetic
model, sincerity, benevolence, and Sufism as self-purification).
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e Reform of religious discourse and the role of religious institutions (mosques as centers of
purification, responsibility of scholars in guidance).

¢ Rejection of violence and promotion of social justice (condemnation of domestic violence,
terrorism, and misuse of jihad; emphasis on just governance).

e Dialogue, coexistence, and social cooperation (clarifying religion, cooperation with non-
Muslims on the basis of shared values).

e C(ritique of extremism and takfir (rooted in ignorance and misunderstanding, addressed
through education and training).
e Centrality of knowledge and religious education (pursuit of authentic knowledge, reform
of the umma through faith).
These six themes, distilled from 191 codes, collectively articulate the coherent structure of his social
mysticism.

Conclusion

This study aims to reinterpret and systematize the mystical-social thought of “‘Umar bin Hafiz,
offering a redefinition of the role of Islamic mysticism (‘irfan) in the collective life of Muslims. In
his view, mysticism is not an individual or isolationist experience but an active, reformative, and
society-oriented force grounded in self-purification, ethics, social justice, and service to humanity.
The research employs a qualitative approach and thematic analysis based on Braun and Clarke’s
six-phase model, using data derived from seven international interviews conducted between 2002
and 2011. The findings indicate that, in bin Hafiz’s thought, mysticism becomes a framework for
dialogue, coexistence, critique of extremism, and the pursuit of social justice. He bases his mystical
model on sound religious knowledge, moral education, and social responsibility, emphasizing the
role of religious institutions in reforming religious discourse and fostering spiritual and ethical
development within society.

The theoretical implications of the study include the enrichment of the concept of social mysticism,
the redefinition of the relationship between religiosity and modernity, the clarification of the link
between mysticism and social rationality, and the establishment of a theoretical framework for
countering extremism. On a practical level, bin Hafiz’s model can serve as a foundation for cultural
policymaking, multidimensional education, social cohesion, ethical reform, and sustainable
development. Overall, the study elevates Islamic mysticism from an individual pursuit to a socially
engaged, rational, and ethically grounded discourse, contributing to the intellectual and
civilizational renewal of contemporary Islam. Future research is recommended to explore bin
Hafiz’s written works, conduct comparative studies with other modern mystics, examine the
practical influence of his disciples through field studies, and apply his model in educational
sciences, positive psychology, and cultural management..
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The Iranian Constitutional Revolution was not only a fundamental transformation in the
political and social history of modern Iran but also a profound reflection of two central popular
ideals: justice-seeking and legalism. Employing a qualitative thematic analysis methodology,
this study examines how these two concepts are interpreted and articulated in Nazem al-Islam
Kermani’s work, Tarikh-e Bidari-ye Iraniyan (The History of the Awakening of Iranians). The
research data were collected through a careful and systematic reading of the text. The findings
indicate that Nazem al-1slam viewed justice-seeking not merely as the driving force behind the
Constitutional Movement and a natural reaction to Qajar tyranny, but as a comprehensive
societal demand. Conversely, he presents legalism as the essential framework for achieving
sustainable justice and establishing a modern political system grounded in national
sovereignty. His perspective is shaped by his intellectual background, particularly his religious
beliefs and lived experience of the Constitutional events, leading him to legitimize these
principles not only from a political standpoint but also within ethical and Islamic
jurisprudential frameworks. A comparison of Nazem al-Islam’s thought with that of his
contemporaries reveals that, while sharing overarching ideals, he adopts a distinctive approach
characterized by a synthesis of modern rationality and a strong emphasis on the people as the
primary agents of change. By focusing on Nazem al-Islam’s narrative, this study demonstrates
how justice-seeking and legalism emerged as central pillars of his intellectual framework in
analyzing the Constitutional Revolution and how his ideas occupy a unique position among
contemporary intellectual currents.
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Introduction

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution was not merely a foundational transformation in the political
and social history of modern Iran, but also a profound manifestation of two central popular ideals:
justice-seeking and legalism. These concepts played a pivotal role in shaping the cultural and
political identity of the Constitutional Movement and became the cornerstones of its vision for a
new political order.

Nazem al-Islam Kermani, both an eyewitness and an active participant in the movement, as well
as one of its earliest historians, meticulously documented the events, documents, and discourses of
the era in his seminal work, Tarikh-e Bidari-ye Iraniyan (The History of the Awakening of
Iranians). Within this text, he articulates a distinctive interpretation of justice and law as
foundational principles of the revolution.

This article addresses three key questions: How does Nazem al-Islam define and represent the
concepts of justice-seeking and legalism in his narrative? In what ways do these ideals manifest in
his portrayal of key figures, events, and transformations of the Constitutional era? And how do his
views on justice and law compare with those of his contemporaries?

By employing qualitative thematic analysis, through systematic line-by-line reading, open and
axial coding, and comparative contextualization, this study demonstrates that Nazem al-Islam
presents justice not only as a religious duty and a reaction to Qajar tyranny, but as a comprehensive
societal demand. At the same time, he frames legalism as the indispensable institutional framework
for achieving sustainable justice and establishing a modern, nationally sovereign political system.
His thought, shaped by religious conviction and lived revolutionary experience, synthesizes Islamic
ethics, modern rationality, and a deep faith in the people as the agents of historical change.

Materials and Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design grounded in thematic analysis to investigate the
articulation and interplay of justice-seeking and legalism in the thought of Nazem al-Islam
Kermani, as expressed in his primary historical work, Tarikh-e Bidari-ye Iraniyan (The History of
the Awakening of Iranians).

The main source of data is the complete Persian text of this chronicle. Given Nazem al-Islam’s role
as both an active participant in and a meticulous chronicler of the Constitutional Revolution, his
work serves as a rich first-hand repository of events, discourses, and documents, including
telegrams, royal decrees, fatwas, letters, and proclamations, as well as personal interpretations of
the period.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Nazem al-Islam Kermani’s interpretation of the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution is fundamentally structured around two interdependent ideals: justice-seeking ( ‘adalat-
khaht) and legalism (ganiin-garayr). Far from treating these as abstract or merely political concepts,
he embeds them within a dynamic, morally charged, and historically grounded framework that
reflects both the urgency of his era and the depth of his intellectual synthesis.
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His narrative presents justice not as a passive virtue, but as an active, collective demand—a
response to systemic oppression under the Qajars and, more profoundly, a divine imperative rooted
in Islamic ethical and jurisprudential traditions. Simultaneously, he positions legalism not as a
technical or procedural formality, but as the essential architecture through which justice becomes
durable, institutionalized, and universally applicable.

Crucially, Nazem al-Islam elevates the people from passive subjects to active agents of history.
His portrayal of the Constitutional Movement is not centered solely on elite negotiations or clerical
decrees, but on the awakening, mobilization, and moral resolve of ordinary Iranians. In his view,
law derives its authority not merely from its content or divine origin, but from its embodiment of
the national will and its capacity to protect human dignity.

This perspective is vividly illustrated in his condemnation of Muhammad °‘Ali Shah’s
bombardment of the Majlis, an act he interprets not merely as a political coup, but as a sacrilegious
violation of the social covenant between ruler and ruled. For Nazem al-I1slam, the Majlis symbolizes
the institutional crystallization of popular sovereignty and legal order; its destruction signifies the
collapse of justice itself.

In conclusion, Nazem al-Islam Kermani emerges not merely as a chronicler, but as a distinctive
political theorist of the Constitutional era. His synthesis of religious ethics, popular agency, and
modern legal consciousness offers a nuanced and indigenous articulation of constitutional ideals
that resists reduction to either Western liberalism or clerical authoritarianism. By centering justice
and law as twin pillars of national revival, and grounding them in both divine mandate and popular
will, he constructs a vision of political order that is at once deeply Islamic and profoundly modern.
This study thus affirms the enduring relevance of Nazem al-Islam’s thought for understanding the
ideological complexity of the lIranian Constitutional Revolution and for reimagining the
relationship between faith, law, and democracy in Muslim-majority societies.
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This study explores Ayatollah Mohammad Ali Shah Abadi’s sociological
interpretation of the Qur’anic verse of I‘tisam (Qur’an 3:103) as a foundation for a
model of social order in Islamic societies. Shah Abadi introduces the concept of the
“social heart” as a framework for reconstructing collective identity and cohesion
among believers. Using a qualitative interpretive-analytical method and drawing
upon his seminal work Shazrat al-Ma ‘arif, the study demonstrates that the “social
heart” consists of three interrelated components: warm social interactions, faith-
based fraternal relations, and Qur’anic norms. The findings highlight Shah Abadi’s
critique of fragmented and cold social relations, emphasizing that only through
affective and epistemic bonds among believers can the community become a vessel
for divine guidance. This model not only provides a theoretical framework for
analyzing solidarity and collective identity in Islamic societies but also offers
practical implications for strengthening social ties and designing cultural
interventions in contemporary Muslim contexts.
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Introduction
The central problem addressed in this study is the absence of indigenous conceptual models for
explaining social order in Islamic societies. Shah Abadi’s thought, particularly his interpretation of
Qur’an 3:103, offers a distinctive framework for reconstructing social cohesion through the concept
of the social heart.
This study seeks to answer the following questions:

e How can Shah Abadi’s notion of the social heart be sociologically interpreted?

e What mechanisms can be derived from this concept for reconstructing Islamic social order?
Previous studies have examined Shah Abadi’s economic and anthropological ideas; however, none
have systematically reconstructed his sociological framework of social cohesion.

Research Method

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive-analytical approach. It is based on a close textual
analysis of Qur’an 3:103 and Shah Abadi’s Shazrat al-Ma ‘arif, contextualized within both classical
and contemporary sociological theories.

The methodology emphasizes a structural and contextual interpretation of Qur’anic verses,
contrasting Shah Abadi’s holistic approach with reductionist and atomistic readings.

Findings
The analysis identifies three major components of Shah Abadi’s model of the social heart:
e Warm social interactions: Emotional and affective exchanges that foster solidarity and
prevent alienation.
e Faith-based fraternal relations: Brotherhood rooted in shared belief, strengthening
collective identity.
e Qur’anic norms: Ethical and normative frameworks derived from the Qur’an that regulate
social behavior.
Shah Abadi critiques pride, despair, and fragmentation as major obstacles to social cohesion,
arguing that only affective and epistemic bonds can sustain a genuinely Islamic society.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Shah Abadi’s concept of the social heart provides both a theoretical
and practical framework for Islamic sociology. It effectively bridges Qur’anic exegesis with
sociological concerns regarding solidarity, identity, and norm formation.

Moreover, the model offers practical guidance for contemporary Muslim societies facing
challenges such as fragmentation and cultural domination. It can serve as a conceptual basis for
designing interventions aimed at strengthening faith-based ties and reconstructing social order.
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!, Warm Social Interactions
2, Social Bond
3, Georg Simmel
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1, Social Norms
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1, Collective hearts
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Introduction and Problem Statement

The concept of “utopia” has long served as a key framework for envisioning an ideal society across
different civilizations (Kianfar & Saremi, 2019: 132). In the modern era, thinkers such as
Abdolhossein Sanatizadeh Kermani, drawing on Islamic tradition while engaging new socio-
historical conditions, sought to articulate an ideal Iranian—Islamic society through literary forms.
As one of the earliest utopian writers in Iran, Sanatizadeh reflected the conditions of his
contemporary society in his fictional works. In Majma * al-Divanegan (Assembly of Madmen), he
offered one of the first utopian narratives in Persian literature (Karimkhani & Nazari, 2021: 158).
What distinguishes Sanatizadeh’s work is not merely its reflection of contemporary realities but
also its attempt to formulate an ideal model capable of preserving traditional values while
responding to modern demands. In a context where development is often reduced to instrumental
rationality, revisiting an ethics-centered and spiritually grounded conception of society becomes
essential. Accordingly, this study asks why and how utopia should be re-examined from the
perspective of Muslim writers, particularly Sanatizadeh.

His works not only articulate the social and cultural concerns of his time but also provide a platform
for proposing utopian models in which justice, freedom, rationality, and progress coexist
harmoniously. This study thus argues that literature, like philosophy and religion, constitutes a vital
domain for reconstructing civilizational horizons.

The originality of this research lies in several aspects. First, unlike previous studies that have
primarily addressed the literary, historical, or social dimensions of Sanatizadeh’s work, this study
focuses specifically on the analysis of utopian narratives and seeks to identify their core themes
within an Iranian—Islamic context. Second, adopting a thematic approach, it interprets utopia as a
framework for critiquing existing conditions and articulating an indigenous model of modernity
and progress.

Research Method

This study employs qualitative narrative analysis combined with thematic reading to examine
utopia in Sanatizadeh’s works. Three texts—Majma " al-Divanegan (Assembly of Madmen),
Rostam in the 22nd Century, and Ruzegari ke Gozasht (A Time That Passed)—were analyzed using
MAXQDA software to extract key utopian themes.

In addition, Thomas Spragens’ theoretical model was utilized to better understand the relationship
between contextual conditions and Sanatizadeh’s intellectual production. The analytical process
followed standard stages of thematic narrative analysis: establishing the theoretical framework,
data collection and preparation, initial coding, theme refinement, thematic organization, and final
interpretation.

Findings

Sanatizadeh lived during the late Qajar period, coinciding with the Constitutional Revolution—an
era marked by political despotism, social inequality, scientific and cultural stagnation, and
environmental challenges. Administrative corruption, abuse of power, severe class disparities,
widespread poverty, and the absence of modern education compelled intellectuals to seek pathways
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toward reform. However, a repressive political environment and restrictions on freedom of thought
made meaningful change difficult.

Within this context, Sanatizadeh closely observed the crises of his time, which in turn motivated
him to envision an alternative social order. His utopian thought thus emerged from lived experience
and a critical engagement with the deficiencies of his era.

In works such as Majma * al-Divanegan and Rostam in the 22nd Century, Sanatizadeh depicts a
stagnant, chaotic, and dysfunctional society characterized by corruption, irrationality, moral decay,
absence of genuine freedom, and intellectual stagnation. He systematically traces these conditions
to their underlying causes. Ignorance and superstition are linked to the lack of modern education
and critical rationality; injustice and discrimination stem from administrative corruption and
despotic governance; political tyranny suppresses freedom; environmental degradation reflects the
failure to rationally manage natural resources; and cultural backwardness results from the
inefficiency of traditional educational institutions (maktabkhaneh).

Through this critical analysis, Sanatizadeh connects social crises to their institutional and cultural
roots. At the same time, he constructs an image of an ideal society in which these crises are
resolved. His writings express both a hope for transformation and a call for structural change,
envisioning a transition from a corrupt order to a renewed social reality grounded in justice and
rationality..

Conclusion

The analysis of Sanatizadeh’s major works demonstrates that, from his perspective, utopia is a
society in which five fundamental pillars—rationality, justice, freedom, nature, and education—
function in a coordinated and mutually reinforcing manner to enable both material and spiritual
human flourishing. He conceptualizes utopia not as an unattainable ideal, but as a realistic, ethical,
and achievable future grounded in both individual transformation and social reform.

Importantly, Sanatizadeh moves beyond abstract description by outlining concrete mechanisms for
realizing utopia. First, he emphasizes universal and free education as the foundation of social
transformation, reflecting his own experience of liberation from traditional educational constraints.
Second, he highlights the role of critical rationality and the re-evaluation of inherited values as
essential for overcoming ignorance and despotism. Third, he advocates institutional and social
justice, envisioning a system in which class, gender, and hierarchical inequalities are replaced by
equality and meritocracy.

Fourth, Sanatizadeh proposes a synthesis of tradition and modernity, rejecting both uncritical
Westernization and rigid traditionalism. Instead, he advocates preserving the ethical and spiritual
foundations of Iranian—Islamic culture while embracing scientific and technological progress.
Finally, he presents concrete institutional models, including transparent governance, service-
oriented administration, sustainable energy use, and architecture aligned with nature.

These elements collectively distinguish his thought from mere utopian imagination and position it
as a coherent and practical framework for addressing social, moral, and environmental crises. The
internal coherence of these dimensions transforms his vision from abstract idealism into a
systematic and potentially realizable model of social development.
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Ali Shariati is one of the influential thinkers in the contemporary history of Iran and
the Islamic world. Considering the social and political circumstances of his time, he
sought to redefine Islamic concepts in a way that addressed the needs of society.
Serat (the path), a central metaphor in the intellectual framework of Muslim thinkers,
also holds a pivotal role in Shariati’s thought. This research seeks to answer the core
question: "What role does Serat play in the political language and thought of Ali
Shariati?" This study endeavors to present a new formulation of his thought by
employing the metaphor of Serat as the source domain and political thought as the
target domain. Through an analysis of Shariati’s ideas, we conclude that he
conceptualized various concepts, such as religion, movement and institution,
intellectuals, Alavid Shiism and Safavid Shiism, and others, as manifestations of
Serat. By utilizing these concepts, a comprehensive analytical framework and ten
foundational pillars rooted in the Serat metaphor have been extracted from Shariati’s
political thought. This research adopts a qualitative content analysis methodology,
enabling a deep examination of texts, identification of thematic parallels, and
systematic evaluation of key terms to arrive at a structured analysis of his ideas within
the domain of Serat.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

The essence of political thought is accompanied by metaphors and theoretical analogies. This holds
true in both Western and Islamic political thought, whether in the classical or contemporary period.
In the political thought of Muslim thinkers, the metaphor of the straight path (Serat) plays a
prominent role in the political thought, language, and even political action of Muslim thinkers
(Barzegar, 2023: 11).

The Islamic world, in confronting Western civilization and the contemporary issues arising from
it, faced the important question of how and why this gap of backwardness between the West and
the East has occurred, and what path the West has taken. This question, along with the concepts of
path and backwardness in the path, the description of the “distance” between us and them, the
analysis of the reasons for this distance, the delineation of the ultimate goal and desirable direction
of the path, and the prescription of a strategic approach to action, all fall under the category of path
and Serat (Barzegar, 2023: 12).

In the Islamic world, some have proposed modern ideologies, socialism, liberalism, and
nationalism, as answers and paths to bridge this gap with the modern world. In such a context,
political Islam and the pursuit of Islam, influenced by the metaphor of the straight path, emerge as
an alternative way to address the problem of backwardness from the caravan of modernity
(Barzegar, 2023: 12).

The concern of being on the Serat, inspired by the verses of the Quran and the metaphor of Serat
in the political language, has been reflected in some Muslim thinkers; they have utilized it in the
political analysis of phenomena and in shaping their themes. Previously, Ebrahim Barzegar has
provided a Serati reading of Islamic thinkers in works such as: The Metaphor of Serat in the
Political Thought of Sayyid Qutb (1390), The Political Thought of Imam Khomeini (RA): Politics
as Serat (1391), The Metaphor of Serat in the Political Thought of Ibn Taymiyyah (1391), and
Serat: Understanding Politics and Political Formation in the Thought of Ayatollah Khamenei
(1402). The present research also aims to provide a Serati reading of Ali Shariati by utilizing the
method, concepts, and analytical framework of the aforementioned works.

Shariati, as one of the most prominent Islamic thinkers who has expressed concern about the
backwardness and distance of the Islamic world from the West and modernity, has also been
worried that the Islamic world does not fall into the wrong paths of modernity and stagnation and
remains on the straight path. One of the functions of metaphors in political thought, due to its
linguistic function, is that the metaphor of Serat plays a significant role as an effective expression
and linguistic tool in conveying Ali Shariati’s political thought.

Research Method

Qualitative Content Analysis: This is a set of techniques used for the systematic analysis of texts.
In this method, the researcher strives to pay attention to the context or background of the text and
to extract information from it as well (Manouchehri, 2023: 197). In this approach, we focus on a
deep examination of the text, identifying similarities between the contents, juxtaposing them, and
selecting and valuing the words used by a thinker in the area of Serat.
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Findings

The metaphor of the straight path (Serat) and the perspective of pathways play a decisive role in
the political thought of Ali Shariati. One of his most important theories, titled “Return to the Self,”
is framed using the metaphor of the straight path and the expression of a “returning” pathway.
Shariati’s overarching perspective continually places the Muslim individual at a crossroads and
multiple-choice dilemmas in various categories he addresses. The choice between the paths of
Alavi Shi’ism and Safavid Shi’ism, the return to the self versus stagnation and modernity, the
adoption of Western ideas versus reactionism and alienation, among others, are some of these
paths, alongside the detours that Shariati delineates for the Muslim individual.

The metaphor of the straight path in Shariati’s political thought can be analyzed on two levels: one
at the level of the language and the words related to the straight path that Shariati articulates, and
the deeper level of the theorized framework of the straight path in Shariati’s political thought. At
this level, the researcher extracts the words based on the source domain of the metaphor of the
straight path and the target domain of political thought, presenting them as a cohesive intellectual
system and comprehensive analytical model.

Conclusion

The metaphor of the straight path (Serat) plays a decisive role in the thought of Ali Shariati. By
utilizing the ten elements of Serat in Shariati’s political thought, a summary of his ideas can be
presented as follows: one must first gain awareness and awaken, then repent for straying from the
correct paths, and proceed on the path of returning to one’s Islamic self. In this journey, there is a
need for leadership that guides individuals towards that ultimate goal and perfection. Every
leadership requires a community and companions; some companions, such as jurists and
intellectuals, are the pioneers of the path, while others are ordinary supporters. Along the way, we
encounter bandits and detours, with some choosing to take the wrong paths. In contrast to the Serat,
we face detours and obstacles such as colonialism, traditionalism, fundamentalism, and modern
isms, which also have their own companions who are, in fact, anti-companions and against the
Serat. Leadership and companions on the Serat carry burdens that entail commitments to each other
and to the Serat. Acting according to the necessities of time accelerates and advances humanity on
the straight path.

With the results obtained from this research and other studies regarding the metaphor of Serat in
the thoughts of Muslim thinkers, it can be asserted with greater certainty that the metaphor of Serat
has the potential to become one of the central metaphors in explaining the political thought of
Muslim thinkers.
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