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1. Introduction

This study engages with the civilizational philosophy of Malek Bennabi, a twentieth-century
Algerian thinker who sought to critique the epistemological foundations of Western modernity
while laying the groundwork for an authentically Islamic civilizational project. His thought
provides a robust conceptual framework that challenges the universalist assumptions embedded in
Western political and moral discourse, particularly with respect to truth, ethics, and human agency.

2. Problem Statement

At the core of Bennabi’s critique lies a fundamental rejection of the Western presumption of a
universal and transhistorical truth - one that finds its sole realization in the historical trajectory of
Western civilization. Bennabi contends instead that truth is both situated and communitarian, such
that each ummah receives and discloses a specific modality of truth corresponding to its existential
and cultural conditions. From this standpoint, Western claims to universality become
philosophically and ethically problematic.

3. Background

Bennabi’s position implicitly draws upon a post-Hegelian, ethnocentric conception of spirit and
culture, according to which the essence of truth remains constant while its manifestations vary
across historical and communal contexts. This ontological plurality of appearance, in Bennabi’s
view, legitimizes the pursuit of multiple, historically grounded civilizational orders. His approach
also resonates with contemporary strands of social constructivism, providing a conceptual
foundation for pluralistic and culturally situated models of civilization-building.

4. Methodology

This paper adopts a concept-driven, a priori, and comparative-analytical methodology, drawing on
Bennabi’s primary texts through library-based document analysis. Key civilizational concepts—
such as the receptacle of truth, culture, the spirit of the ummah, and situated truth—are identified
and organized into a logical hierarchy in order to trace the inferential and structural coherence of
Bennabi’s civilizational model. Each concept is interpreted within its textual context, and the
logical relations among them are clarified to reconstruct the architecture of Bennabi’s civilizational
thought.

5. Findings
The analysis yields several key insights:

1. Truth cannot be generalized from one nation to another; all forms of truth—including
ethics, religion, and politics—are culturally and historically situated.

2. Every reformative endeavor must be rooted in the cultural and historical reality of the
community concerned.

3. Civilizational projects must be psychologically and sociologically compatible with the
existential capacities of the masses.

4. Individual moral agency is insufficient; agency emerges from within the collective soul of
the ummah and is shaped by its normative constraints.

5. This framework culminates in a model of contextual deontology, in which moral
obligations arise from and remain bound to communal determinants.

6. No universal ethical system applies uniformly to all moral agents; each ethical order must
emerge from its own ethno-historical context.



3 Social Theories of Muslim Thinkers, Volume 15. Issue 4, December 2025

Consequently, no single conception of human rights can claim universal legitimacy. Every people
is entitled to formulate a legal order grounded in its own civilizational ethos. What emerges,
therefore, is not “human rights” in the singular, but a plurality of historically contingent human
rights, each normatively valid only within the boundaries of its cultural genesis.
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In the years preceding the Iranian Constitutional Revolution, the gradual
incorporation of modern epistemic frameworks into Iranian intellectual life posed
profound challenges to the authority of established, tradition-bound modes of
thought. Confronted with these epistemological disruptions, religious discourses
could no longer rely exclusively on doctrinal rigidity or devotional orthodoxy. At
the same time, the deeply entrenched character of traditional knowledge—shaped
by centuries of religious and cultural continuity—significantly constrained its
capacity for adaptation and reconfiguration in response to emerging
paradigms.Within this context, interpretations of the hijab, grounded in premodern
epistemologies and largely devoid of women’s subjective presence, were
frequently shaped by patriarchal assumptions and, at times, explicit misogyny.
Such readings increasingly proved untenable amid the shifting intellectual and
social dynamics of modern Iran. As traditional epistemes fractured and were
reconstituted under the pressures of modernity, religious thought was compelled to
reassess its foundational premises. Drawing on Michel Foucault’s archaeological
method, this study investigates the nature and conditions of this epistemic rupture
within contemporary Islamic thought. By dividing the historical trajectory into
three key periods—pre-Pahlavi, the Pahlavi era (excluding its final decade), and
the years immediately preceding the Islamic Revolution—the study traces
transformations in discourses surrounding the hijab. It argues that the entanglement
of religious tradition with cultural norms, together with the emergence of female
agency in public and intellectual life, necessitated a reformulation of religious
language—one that is gender-inclusive and responsive to a transformed
epistemological landscape.
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1. Introduction

The discourse on hijab in Iran has long constituted a significant site of tension between traditional
and modern perspectives, evolving in response to broader social and intellectual transformations.
The introduction of modern epistemic concepts challenged inherited knowledge systems and
compelled religious thought to move beyond purely dogmatic responses. Early interpretations of
hijab, often marked by the absence of female agency, reflected gender bias and misogynistic
assumptions that became increasingly unsustainable within Iran’s changing intellectual
environment.

This study seeks to analyze the transformation of theological explanations of hijab in contemporary
Islamic thought, with particular attention to the role of female agency across distinct historical
periods. The central problem examined is the evolution of these explanations from a patriarchal
framework toward interpretations that recognize women’s autonomy and conscious choice in
matters of dress.

2. Methodology

This research employs a Foucauldian archaeological approach to analyze epistemic ruptures and
conditions of possibility within contemporary Islamic discourses on hijab. The historical period
under study is divided into three phases: the pre-Pahlavi era (pre-1925), the Pahlavi Il period
(1941-1979, excluding the final decade), and the pre-revolutionary years (1969-1979).
Emphasizing discontinuities rather than continuity, this approach focuses on the underlying and
often unconscious rules that shape discursive formations. Through this method, the study elucidates
how shifting epistemic frameworks influenced interpretations of hijab in each period.

3. Findings

The analysis identifies significant discursive shifts across three historical phases:

Pre-Pahlavi Era (Discourse of Imposing Maximal Hijab):

Interpretations of hijab during this period were predominantly articulated from a male-centered
perspective, emphasizing control over female sexuality, preservation of family honor, and
prevention of social disorder. Women were largely constructed as objects of male authority,
deprived of agency or autonomy in determining their attire. Religious arguments frequently
invoked presumed intellectual and emotional deficiencies in women to justify domestic
confinement and strict veiling. The benefits of hijab were framed primarily in terms of safeguarding
male interests and social stability, with minimal attention to women’s perspectives.

Pahlavi Il Era (Discourse of Hijab and Modern Control):

This phase marked a gradual discursive shift in which traditional justifications were increasingly
supplemented by arguments emphasizing women’s protection and independence. Religious
discourse began to address women directly and to stress reciprocal responsibilities within the
family. Although essentialist assumptions regarding women’s sexuality persisted, women were
increasingly recognized as active social agents, particularly through an emphasis on family sanctity
and motherhood. Linguistically, religious texts adopted a more women-oriented tone, even as their
underlying logic remained largely intact.

Pre-Revolutionary Era (Discourse of Islamic—Social Participation of Women):

In this period, earlier gendered assumptions were subjected to sustained critique. Religious
discourse increasingly acknowledged women as full and independent members of society,
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emphasizing shared human capacities and equal valuation of knowledge, piety, and virtue.
Interpretations of hijab moved toward gender-inclusive and non-gendered language, reflecting the
growing influence of female agency and broader social transformation.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The study demonstrates that contemporary theological discourse on hijab has undergone a
substantial transformation, departing from a patriarchal framework that historically positioned
women as passive subjects devoid of agency. Driven by social change and the expanding presence
of women in intellectual and public life, these discourses have increasingly acknowledged
women’s autonomy and conscious choice. This shift necessitates the development of a gender-
inclusive theological language capable of transcending misogynistic and exclusionary
interpretations. The findings underscore the decisive role of cultural-religious entanglements and
female agency in reshaping contemporary understandings of hijab within Islamic thought.
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of absolute Velayat-e Fagih on economic policymaking. The findings underscore
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1. Introduction

This study provides an in-depth examination of the epistemological, jurisprudential, and socio-
political foundations that shaped the Iranian state’s economic intervention policies during the
1980s, with a particular focus on the interpretation and application of Imam Khomeini’s theory of
Velayat-e Fagih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist). Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution and
amid the prolonged Iran—Iraq War, the revolutionary government confronted fundamental
questions concerning the legitimacy, scope, and limits of state authority in economic governance.
These questions unfolded as a critical contest between two fundamentally divergent paradigms
within Shi‘a jurisprudence and political theology.

2. Problem Statement

Historically, Shi‘a jurisprudence had predominantly advanced an individual-centered legal
framework in economic affairs. This approach strongly emphasized the inviolability of private
property through principles such as taslit, which accords individuals broad dominion over their
possessions. Within this framework, state intervention was traditionally limited to safeguarding
market security and protecting property rights, without exercising extensive control over economic
resources. This conservative legal doctrine was institutionalized in bodies such as the Guardian
Council, whose members were charged with vetting legislation for conformity with Islamic law.
During the early post-revolutionary period, the Council frequently expressed reservations and
vetoed various economic policies—such as land redistribution and nationalization—that were
perceived as threats to individual ownership. These actions reflected an economic conservatism
consistent with dominant Shi‘a jurisprudential norms and traditional principles of property
protection.

In sharp contrast, Imam Khomeini articulated and promoted a transformative interpretation known
as “governmental jurisprudence” (figh-e hokiimati). This doctrinal shift elevated the concept of
absolute Velayat-e Faqih to the highest level of political authority, endowing the jurist—conceived
as the deputy of the infallible Imam Mahdi—with comprehensive and supreme governing powers.
The scope of these powers extended beyond the application of religious law to encompass full
sovereignty, including political leadership, social governance, and substantive economic
management.

Central to this framework was the principle of maslahat—often translated as public interest or
expediency—which Khomeini and his followers conceptualized as a flexible, overriding criterion
allowing the jurist to suspend or reinterpret fixed jurisprudential rulings when required to preserve
the Islamic system and revolutionary order. This principle functioned as a jurisprudential
mechanism for reconciling the practical exigencies of governance with the ideal of religious
legality. Consequently, the Wali al-Fagih was vested with the authority to limit, modify, or even
abrogate otherwise legitimate private property rights in pursuit of higher systemic and societal
objectives. In this manner, sovereignty in the Islamic Republic was redefined, with the preservation
of the regime and the Islamic social order placed above individual property protections embedded
in classical Shi‘a jurisprudence.

This epistemic and jurisprudential shift provided the ideological and legal foundation for an
expanded governmental role in economic affairs, justified not only by revolutionary ideology but
also by the acute exigencies of wartime conditions. The Iran—Iraq War (1980-1988) severely
disrupted market mechanisms, resource availability, and social equity, rendering traditional
market-based economic arrangements incapable of ensuring stability or equitable distribution.
Under these exceptional circumstances, extensive state involvement in economic functions—
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including price controls, resource allocation, nationalization of key industries, and stringent
regulatory oversight—was rationalized as a duty incumbent upon the guardianship of the jurist.

3. Methodology

Methodologically, this research adopts a qualitative documentary approach, drawing on a wide
range of primary sources, including Imam Khomeini’s writings and speeches; official decrees,
legislative texts, and minutes from constitutional and advisory institutions such as the Guardian
Council; juristic opinions and fatwas issued by prominent clerics and political decision-makers;
and memoirs and interviews reflecting firsthand accounts from influential figures of the period.
These materials are complemented by secondary academic studies in Islamic jurisprudence,
political theory, and economic history, which provide critical context and comparative
perspectives. The primary analytical method employed is qualitative content analysis, aimed at
elucidating epistemic transformations in governance ideology, jurisprudential practice, and
economic policymaking during this formative era.

4. Findings

The findings underscore the pivotal role of maslahat as a jurisprudential bridge enabling the state
to privilege collective welfare and revolutionary preservation over rigid legal formalism. This turn
toward pragmatic governance facilitated the subordination of classical protections of private
ownership to broader societal and ideological imperatives. As a result, the reinterpretation and
moderation of traditional legal constraints allowed the Islamic Republic to pursue an assertive and
interventionist economic agenda, markedly distinct from both the policies of the pre-revolutionary
monarchy and orthodox jurisprudential limitations.

The analysis further identifies persistent tensions and theoretical disputes within the clerical
establishment. On one side stood jurists who advocated strict adherence to jurisprudential limits on
state economic intervention; on the other were reformist clerics and technocratic experts who
favored flexible, empirically informed economic management compatible with the demands of
governance and development. These debates revolved around the scope and legitimacy of the Wali
al-Fagih’s authority and the interpretive latitude required to define and apply maslahat. While
conservative voices warned against potential erosion of Islamic legal integrity and the risks of
arbitrary governance, proponents emphasized the existential necessity of pragmatic discretion to
sustain the revolution and promote social justice. In practice, such conflicts were typically resolved
through interpretive interventions by the supreme religious authority, reaffirming the primacy of
guardianship and legitimizing flexible jurisprudential reasoning in support of state economic
policies.

Situating these developments within their broader socio-historical context, the study highlights the
enduring alliance between the clergy and the bazaar merchant class—an alliance historically
reinforced through religious endowments (waqf), religious taxes (khums), and shared economic
interests. This relationship often rendered the religious establishment cautious toward radical
economic reforms perceived as threatening private-sector interests, particularly those of merchants.
Nevertheless, the imperatives of revolutionary consolidation and wartime exigency increasingly
compelled the expansion of state economic authority, thereby challenging entrenched economic
interests and ideological assumptions.

Beyond economic policy, the institutionalization of absolute Velayat-e Faqih carried significant
theoretical and practical implications. It introduced a political theology in which governance
legitimacy became inseparable from religious authority, effectively merging jurisprudential and
executive functions within a single locus of power. While this fusion facilitated rapid policy
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implementation, it also heightened concerns regarding the concentration of authority and the
erosion of traditional checks and balances, especially in economic decision-making. The central
role accorded to the Wali al-Faqgih thus generated enduring tensions within the clerical community,
particularly among those apprehensive about potential overreach and the marginalization of
independent jurisprudential deliberation.

From an economic perspective, the wartime context intensified the state’s imperative to intervene
decisively in markets, frequently overriding principles of competition and private ownership to
ensure access, distribution, and social equity. Such interventions were justified not merely as
temporary measures but as expressions of a broader conception of Islamic governance prioritizing
collective stability and moral economic order. This contextual dimension underscores the
inseparability of jurisprudential theory from political and socio-economic realities in revolutionary
Iran.

Ultimately, this study demonstrates how the theory of absolute Velayat-e Faqgih established a
framework in which political expediency, revolutionary ideology, and Islamic jurisprudence
converged to reshape economic governance. This framework laid the foundation for subsequent
policy trajectories extending into the post-war reconstruction period and beyond. A clear
understanding of these historical and epistemic foundations remains essential for analyzing
contemporary debates over Iranian economic policy and the ongoing evolution of Velayat-e Faqih
under shifting domestic and international conditions.

Future research may further explore the evolution of absolute Velayat-e Fagih in response to global
neoliberal economic trends, the persistent tensions between Islamic legal orthodoxy and modern
economic imperatives, and the broader socio-political implications of these dynamics for
governance legitimacy. Additional sociological and political-economic investigations into the
clergy—bazaar nexus likewise hold significant potential for illuminating the complex interrelations
among religion, economy, and state power in contemporary Iran.
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, thinkers and philosophers across cultures have sought to construct images of
ideal societies. Although these images vary according to historical context and geographical
location, they generally function as expressions of human aspirations and ideals (Zarrinkoub, 2007;
Tabatabaei, 2001). An ideal society is often imagined as an alternative to prevailing conditions and
serves as a conceptual lens through which possibilities beyond the existing order may be
understood. Such visions may emphasize transformation, liberation, or, at times, adopt a
compensatory orientation.

As noted above, the relationship between utopian thought and culture has been a persistent theme
throughout intellectual history. In Iran, from mythological periods through the Iranian—Islamic
civilization, utopia has emerged as a central motif shaping the cultural imagination, often infused
with a monotheistic worldview (Moftakhari, 1997: 6-8). Conceived as an ideal realm beyond
immediate realities, this utopia has frequently been envisioned as a paradisiacal space in which
collective aspirations are fulfilled. In contemporary thought, it has also acquired a critical and
emancipatory function in response to the challenges facing modern cities. Accordingly, examining
this concept through the perspectives of thinkers who shaped Iranian—Islamic civilization—and
identifying its defining characteristics—appears essential for conceptualizing the framework of an
Iranian—Islamic city.

2. Methodology

This study seeks to develop a conceptual model and theoretical framework for the Iranian—Islamic
utopia from the perspective of Hakim Abolgasem Ferdowsi. To this end, the research employs a
mixed qualitative methodology combining textual analysis, qualitative content analysis, and a
hybrid systematic review. The systematic review method enables the comprehensive identification,
evaluation, and synthesis of existing studies, thereby providing a coherent and reliable analytical
foundation.

Adopting an interpretive approach, the research aims to identify and explicate the core concepts of
Ferdowsi’s worldview and their role in shaping the Iranian—Islamic utopian ideal. In terms of its
purpose, the study is theoretical and foundational; methodologically, it is descriptive—systematic,
grounded in rational analysis and historical documentation. Through careful and reflective
engagement with primary texts and secondary sources, the research seeks to uncover the conceptual
relationships embedded in Ferdowsi’s literary corpus..

3. Findings

The finalgconceptual model of the Iranian—Islamic utopia, developed through detailed content
analysis of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and a systematic review of relevant scholarly literature,
encompasses political, social, economic, environmental, and heroic dimensions central to
Ferdowsi’s vision of an ideal society.

The political dimension emphasizes transparent and just laws, equitable distribution of power, and
participatory governance structures. Justice, political stability, protection of citizens’ rights, and
governmental transparency constitute its primary indicators.

The social dimension focuses on family support, public participation, and the strengthening of
social cohesion. It highlights social justice, public welfare, and the enhancement of positive social
interactions, alongside the promotion of equal opportunities and psychological and social well-
being.
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The economic dimension centers on the equitable distribution of wealth and resources, fair division
of labor, and the reinforcement of local production. Through sustainable employment, economic
prosperity, and public welfare, this dimension establishes economic justice as a foundational
principle of Ferdowsi’s utopia.

The environmental dimension underscores the preservation of nature and sustainable development.
Key elements include conserving and revitalizing natural spaces, promoting gardens and parks,
utilizing sustainable resources, and fostering harmonious coexistence between humans and the
natural environment—an essential principle in Ferdowsi’s ideal vision.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This study examined the Iranian—Islamic utopia through the intellectual lens of Ferdowsi, with the
aim of constructing a conceptual model grounded in the themes of the Shahnameh and systematic
scholarly analysis. Close engagement with Ferdowsi’s work reveals that, beyond epic and heroic
narratives, he articulated enduring moral and social principles for organizing and governing an
ideal city. These principles—rooted in justice, social welfare, respect for nature, and environmental
sustainability—collectively emphasize the necessity of cities capable of balancing material,
spiritual, and social needs.

The resulting conceptual model highlights key dimensions such as physical and psychological
well-being, economic and social justice, public welfare, environmental sustainability, and the
preservation of cultural and historical identity. Although expressed through poetic and literary
forms, these dimensions can be interpreted as lasting strategies for envisioning and constructing an
ideal and balanced city within the Iranian cultural tradition.
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Although the concept of alienation has been explained within a broadly shared
semantic framework across diverse intellectual traditions, it remains ontologically
plural and contested with respect to its nature and meaning. Nevertheless, thinkers
have repeatedly mobilized alienation to critique existing realities and to articulate
alternative, desirable social conditions. Whether the criticized condition is
understood as emerging from a material contradiction between social classes or
groups, or as a primarily discursive formation, largely determines whether
alienation is theorized on an idealist or materialist basis. In general, Sgren
Kierkegaard, G. W. F. Hegel, Ludwig Feuerbach, Max Stirner, and several nihilist
and existentialist thinkers (e.g., Friedrich Nietzsche and Jean-Paul Sartre) have
addressed alienation primarily within an idealist register. By contrast, Karl Marx
and Frantz Fanon have employed the concept in materialist analyses. Among
Iranian revolutionary thinkers, Ali Shariati makes extensive use of alienation. This
study argues that Shariati’s treatment of alienation integrates both idealist and
materialist dimensions. At times, however, methodological ambiguities in his work
contribute to conceptual confusion or, at minimum, reduce the theoretical
coherence of his definitions. Shariati’s materialist dimension is most visible in his
analysis of cultural alienation and assimilation into foreign culture—an emphasis
that may reflect the perceived clarity of antagonism between ‘“native” and
“foreign” cultural formations, reinforced by discourses of dependency, self-
sufficiency, and “return to the self.” By contrast, class-based and intra-societal
material antagonisms appear more ambiguous in Shariati’s context, given the
incomplete formation of class structures and civil society in contemporary Iran. It
is in this domain that Shariati’s account tends to assume a more idealist form.
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1. Introduction

Alienation denotes a felt rupture between individuals (or groups) and the surrounding social
environment. This environment may include dominant discourses and ideologies as well as
prevailing social and economic relations. Alienation often leads to indifference and, as
Kierkegaard’s analysis suggests, may intensify into anxiety and anger, ultimately motivating
resistance against the existing order and the pursuit of an alternative, more familiar social
arrangement (Stewart, 2021b: 179-204).

A shared assumption across major accounts of alienation is that the “social reality” that currently
produces alienation was, at its inception, compatible with human purposes and capacities. Over
time, however, it becomes increasingly detached from its human origins and is transformed into an
inhuman or dehumanizing order. Standard discussions of alienation frequently involve several
interrelated components:

e Subjectivity: the human mind and human agency in shaping and organizing social reality.
The more closely the social environment approximates an individual’s lived ideals and
purposes, the weaker the experience of alienation.

e Objectivity: the external world, including social institutions and structures. A basic human
process involves projecting one’s purposes onto the environment and transforming it into a
meaningful “object” of action. When the object diverges sharply from the subject,
alienation intensifies (Marx, 1973: 68—69; Leopold, 2022).

e Reification: a distortion through which the human-made object becomes “thing-like,”
independent of its makers, and increasingly empty of its original human meaning.
Feuerbach offers an influential description of this process in The Essence of Christianity
(Feuerbach, 1855: 52ff; Stewart, 2021a: 88, 127ff). Shariati also emphasizes related
dynamics in his discussion of truth and reality and their distinction (Shariati, 1979; Shariati,
2000).

Solutions to alienation are often presented in two broad stages. The first is self-awareness,
understood as recognizing both (a) the human elements that must be reflected in social life and (b)
the deficits within the existing environment that generate alienation. The second is struggle—the
effort to dismantle alienating social arrangements and to establish an order that realizes human
subjectivity and restores affinity between social structures and human purposes. This second stage
is especially central in materialist accounts.

This article examines alienation in Ali Shariati’s thought by distinguishing and analyzing its
idealist and materialist dimensions. It argues that Shariati employs both registers, yet
methodological ambiguities in his work sometimes weaken conceptual coherence and generate
interpretive misunderstandings. The central research problem, therefore, is to clarify these two
dimensions in Shariati’s writings and to assess the tensions and limitations that follow from their
combination.

2. Methodology

This study employs an analytical-descriptive design within a qualitative framework. Data are
collected through library research and qualitative content analysis. The research proceeds in four
stages: (1) identifying and categorizing Shariati’s discussions of alienation; (2) extracting idealist
and materialist dimensions across the corpus; (3) critically evaluating methodological ambiguities
and conceptual slippages; and (4) developing an interpretive synthesis in light of the study’s
research questions and hypotheses.

3. Findings
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The analysis yields five main findings:

1. Shariati interprets alienation through both materialist and idealist frameworks.

2. The materialist dimension in Shariati’s thought is most strongly connected to cultural
alienation and assimilation into foreign culture, likely because antagonism between
“native” and “foreign” cultural forms is presented as relatively clear.

3. The idealist dimension becomes more prominent where class antagonisms and internal
material contradictions appear less sharply defined, partly due to the incomplete
development of class structure and civil society in Shariati’s Iran.

4. Methodological ambiguities in Shariati’s approach contribute to reduced theoretical
coherence and invite misreadings of his use of alienation.

5. Shariati’s critique of modernity and Western discourse is predominantly idealist in
orientation, rather than materially class-centered.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This article examined alienation in Ali Shariati’s thought through a dual-perspective lens, arguing
that Shariati combines idealist and materialist elements to diagnose both individual and collective
forms of estrangement. He treats alienation not merely as a psychological condition but as a cultural
and social phenomenon tied to modernity, colonial relations, and the displacement of indigenous
meaning-worlds. In this respect, he draws on idealist traditions to critique fragmentation across
multiple dimensions of human existence, while also using materialist motifs to analyze cultural
domination and imperial power.

A central contribution of this study is its demonstration that Shariati strategically mobilizes
Western philosophical vocabulary to interpret the crises of Eastern societies. At the same time, his
methodological tensions—especially in his account of social classes, intellectual leadership, and
revolutionary agency—pose significant conceptual challenges. Shariati sometimes presents the
urban middle class as a primary engine of revolutionary transformation, yet he also expresses deep
suspicion toward future hierarchies of power. This unresolved tension may reflect limits in
anticipating the institutional realities that follow revolutionary rupture.

In sum, despite theoretical ambiguities, Shariati offers a distinctive synthesis in which idealist and
materialist dimensions jointly inform a critique of modernity and a politics of mobilization against
cultural and economic colonialism. Subsequent historical developments in Iran, however, suggest
that translating Shariati’s normative ideals into durable institutional forms encounters serious
obstacles—particularly in relation to entrenched hierarchies with more elaborated political-
theological frameworks. Future research may further clarify how Shariati’s conceptual synthesis
operates across different genres of his writings and how it can be situated within broader debates
on revolutionary theory, cultural domination, and post-revolutionary state formation.
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Theories of justice in contemporary Islamic political thought—particularly among
Shi‘i scholars—remain relatively underdeveloped. Much of the existing literature
either reiterates classical formulations or seeks to reconcile Islamic teachings with
dominant Western theories of justice. Mohammad-Reza Hakimi, however,
advances a distinctive approach by mobilizing religious and normative vocabulary
in the service of social justice, grounded in the cultural and socio-historical context
of Iranian society. Drawing on John Searle’s theory of speech acts, this article
examines the assertive, directive, and perlocutionary dimensions embedded in
Hakimi’s normative language of justice. Methodologically, the study employs
qualitative content analysis of Hakimi’s theological and socio-intellectual writings
in order to trace how concepts such as justice, tawhid (monotheism), and human
dignity are transformed into mobilizing elements of discourse. The findings
demonstrate that Hakimi articulates his vision of justice through a conscious
distancing from both conservative religious interpretations and capitalist social
relations, thereby positioning social justice at the center of his intellectual project.
Normative concepts such as enjoining good and forbidding wrong (amr bi’l-ma‘raf
wa nahy ‘an al-munkar), divine justice (‘adl-i ilahi), and tawhid provide the
linguistic and conceptual foundations for linking faith to active social engagement
aimed at eradicating poverty and oppression. By situating Hakimi’s thought within
Islamic intellectual traditions and contemporary socio-political challenges, this
article highlights his contribution to a renewed conception of Islamic social justice
and underscores the significance of linguistic analysis for bridging theology and
social praxis.
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1. Introduction

Justice has consistently occupied a central position in Islamic thought and is presented in religious
texts as one of the primary objectives of the prophetic mission (Motahhari, 1979: 16). In the
contemporary context, however, a crucial question arises: how can religious concepts be
reinterpreted in ways that meaningfully address social justice and the eradication of oppression in
Muslim societies facing complex socio-economic challenges (Nasr, 2002: 173)?

Within this framework, Mohammad-Reza Hakimi emerges as a critical religious intellectual who,
through his sustained critique of conservative religiosity and capitalist social structures, identifies
justice as the very “core of faith.” He links justice intrinsically to monotheism, human dignity, and
the realization of social equity (Hakimi, 1999). For Hakimi, religion that lacks a firm commitment
to social justice is stripped of its substantive meaning and reduced to a mechanism for legitimizing
existing power relations.

The central concern of this study is to examine the role of Hakimi’s language and normative
vocabulary in shaping his conception of justice, and to analyze how these linguistic elements
function as speech acts that transform justice into a mobilizing discourse. A review of the literature
indicates that most studies on Islamic justice have focused either on theological exegesis or on
comparative analyses with Western theories, such as Rawlsian justice. By contrast, linguistic and
discourse-oriented approaches to justice in Islamic thought remain relatively unexplored. From this
perspective, an analysis of Hakimi’s language opens a new analytical horizon for understanding
the dynamic relationship between religion, justice, and society.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative and analytical research design. Data were collected from
Mohammad-Reza Hakimi’s major theological and socio-intellectual writings. The theoretical
framework is grounded in John Searle’s theory of speech acts, which distinguishes among
assertive, directive/commissive, and perlocutionary acts. Through qualitative content analysis,
Hakimi’s normative vocabulary was examined in order to identify how different types of speech
acts operate within his discourse on justice and contribute to its mobilizing function.

3. Findings

The analysis reveals that key concepts such as justice, tawhid, oppression (istiz‘af), and human
dignity function as normative and mobilizing elements within Hakimi’s discourse. His assertive
speech acts articulate foundational religious claims, such as the assertion that justice constitutes
the essence of faith. His directive and commissive speech acts call upon individuals and
communities to assume moral responsibility and actively engage in struggles against poverty and
oppression. Finally, his perlocutionary acts generate moral sensitivity, indignation, and a sense of
collective responsibility, thereby relocating justice from the realm of abstract theory to that of
concrete social action.

Social Justice (Fundamental Principle)

. ol Normative L/ocabulary
Critique of the Capitalist System Monotheism- Divine Justice-

(Poverty Alleviation- Critique of o
Accumulation- Human Dignity) En10|n|n(_:|; the Good

Practical Orientation Speech a_cts o
Declarative— Purposive- Influential Empowerment - Establishment of justice
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that Hakimi’s conception of justice cannot be reduced to either a purely
theological doctrine or a narrowly defined political theory. Rather, it constitutes a theocentric and
socio-moral principle oriented toward combating oppression and realizing human dignity. Through
the strategic use of normative vocabulary, Hakimi’s language functions as an instrument of social
awakening and mobilization.

Accordingly, this study argues that justice in Hakimi’s thought is not merely a matter of theoretical
conceptualization but a linguistic mechanism for inspiring socio-religious praxis. His speech acts
operate as tools of ethical stimulation and social struggle, reflecting his fundamental objective of
concretizing justice within Islamic society.

The significance of this research can be articulated on two levels:

A. Scientific and Theoretical Functions
1. Indigenization of justice theory: In a global intellectual landscape dominated by Western

theories of justice, such as those of Rawls and Amartya Sen, Hakimi’s thought demonstrates
the possibility of articulating a justice framework rooted in Iranian-Islamic intellectual
traditions.

2. Expansion of critical linguistics in religious studies: This approach reveals that religious
language is not merely expressive but performative and mobilizing, enabling a
reinterpretation of religious texts through interdisciplinary perspectives.

3. Bridging theology and contemporary humanities: Applying theories from linguistics
and the philosophy of language to religious texts fosters a productive dialogue between
tradition and modern analytical frameworks.

B. Social and Cultural Functions
1. Redefining justice in contemporary society: In Hakimi’s thought, justice transcends

legalism and distributive concerns, emerging as a theocentric-social principle aimed at
resisting oppression, combating poverty, and affirming human dignity.

2. Critique of conservative religiosity: The study underscores how religion, when detached
from justice-oriented discourse, risks serving as an instrument for legitimizing social
inequality and political stagnation.

3. Strengthening justice-oriented discourse among Yyouth and intellectuals: By
articulating indigenous concepts of justice through contemporary analytical tools, Hakimi’s
discourse offers a bridge between generations and intellectual traditions.

In sum, such analyses do not merely reinterpret religious texts; they situate the language of religious
tradition within an active dialogue with contemporary social challenges, thereby providing
intellectual resources for critiquing inequality and pursuing meaningful social reform.
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1. Introduction

The unity of the Muslim community, beyond its symbolic and identity-based dimensions, plays a
decisive role in safeguarding political stability, fostering cultural flourishing, and strengthening the
social capital of Islamic societies. In modern history, reformist and proximity-oriented movements
have sought—often driven by both intellectual and political motivations—to dismantle sectarian
boundaries and revive the ideal of a single ummah.

Within this broad trajectory, the political-jurisprudential thought and institutional praxis of Sheikh
Mahmoud Shaltout during his tenure as Sheikh al-Azhar occupy a distinctive position. By officially
recognizing jurisprudential plurality—especially Ja‘fari figh—Shaltout sought to promote inter-
sectarian dialogue and religious rationalism, linking educational reform to the long-term project of
reducing religious polarization.

Contemporary political and social dynamics, particularly the diffusion of takfir1 ideologies, have
threatened ummah cohesion in unprecedented ways. These currents reject centuries of accumulated
jurisprudential and interpretive heritage, label adherents of other Islamic traditions as “apostates,”
and weaponize religious discourse for symbolic and physical elimination. This fractured
environment—shaped by political deadlock, identity crises, and geopolitical interventions—
underscores the urgency of re-examining and operationalizing unificationist thought. Accordingly,
this research asks how Shaltout’s jurisprudential vision and unity-oriented methodology can be
translated into a pragmatic roadmap for curbing takfirT expansion and consolidating durable Islamic
unity.

2. Methodology

The research integrates Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s discourse theory with Thomas
Spragens’ four-stage crisis model to form a dual analytical framework. Laclau and Mouffe’s
approach, grounded in the premise that identities and social orders emerge through discursive
construction and contests over meaning (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985), enables analysis of the
hegemonic struggle between takfiri and unificationist discourses. Specifically, it facilitates
identification of central signifiers, chains of equivalence, and mechanisms of othering that structure
each discourse, thereby clarifying how identity and power relations are produced and stabilized.
Spragens’ model complements this by imposing a process-oriented logic of crisis analysis and
resolution. It conceptualizes political thought as primarily crisis-responsive, organizing inquiry
into four stages: (1) recognizing disorders, (2) diagnosing causal roots, (3) envisioning the ideal
polity, and (4) prescribing strategic remedies. Combining these perspectives synchronizes
semantic—structural analysis of discursive closure (Laclau & Mouffe) with a staged causal—
prescriptive cycle (Spragens). Data were collected through purposive sampling of Shaltout’s
foundational writings, official al-Azhar pronouncements (including relevant fatwas), and primary
documents produced by rakfiri groups.

3. Findings

The takfiri-Salafist discourse, anchored in “anti-Shi‘a fakfiri hegemony” as its central signifier,
constructs an exclusionary narrative that legitimizes systematic othering and delegitimizes intra-
Islamic pluralism. Within this structure, terms such as “holy war,” “abode of disbelief,” and
“deviation” function not merely as rhetorical devices but as nodes that bind the semantic
architecture of takfiri ideology. Historically, othering was primarily directed outward toward non-
Muslim adversaries; after the Islamic Revolution, however, discursive shifts reoriented the axis
inward, positioning Shi‘ism as the primary internal “Other” and producing discursive formations
such as “Shi‘a-phobia” and “Iran-phobia.”
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Genealogically, the anti-Shi‘a takfiri hegemon can be traced through four phases:

Epistemic groundwork associated with Ibn Taymiyyah and Ahmad ibn Hanbal, prioritizing
uncompromising scriptural literalism over rationalism;

Institutional consolidation through Wahhabism under Saudi patronage, embedding this discourse
within organized jurisprudential and propagandistic structures;

Identity redefinition in response to twentieth-century geopolitical events—most notably the
Islamic Revolution—recasting Shi‘ism as a threatening internal “Other”; and

Globalization of takfirt messaging via ISIS and transnational media networks, extending the
discourse beyond regional confines.

By contrast, Shaltout’s unificationist paradigm—qgrounded in faqrib and rational ijtihad—
articulates an open, pluralist, and constructive vision of Islamic unity. Sectarian difference is
reframed as a source of jurisprudential enrichment and civilizational integration. Through
initiatives such as institutional support for Dar al-Tagrib, development of comparative
jurisprudence, and unity-oriented fatwas, Shaltout offers a principled and operational alternative to
the rakfirt logic of exclusion and violence. This approach combines hermeneutic re-reading of
sources with purposive ijtihad attentive to maslaka and magqasid al-shari ‘a, thereby equipping it
to counter sectarianism more effectively.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The takfiri—Salafist trajectory and Shaltout’s unificationist framework represent opposing
orientations in contemporary Islamic political thought. The former reinforces epistemic closure and
doctrinal rigidity, legitimizing both symbolic and physical exclusion and treating intra-Muslim
diversity as a target of delegitimation. The latter foregrounds shared monotheistic commitments,
social justice, and dialogical engagement as unifying forces capable of reconstituting the ummah
on cooperative and pluralist terms.

Through Spragens’ lens, the contemporary takfiri phenomenon constitutes a multilayered crisis of
meaning and identity. Addressing it requires a deliberate shift from exclusionary signifiers toward
inclusive and interactive paradigms. Shaltout’s legacy provides key resources for such a shift:
establishing rational ijtihad as a hegemonic signifier over literalist orthodoxy, expanding tagrib
into a civilizational strategy, and concretizing its values through institutions, curricula, and
normative jurisprudential outputs.

5. Proposed Strategies for Overcoming the Crisis (Based on Shaltout’s Framework)

1. Redefine the central signifier of the Islamic ummah. Replace “takfir” with “tagrib”
through coherent educational programs, public discourse, and media initiatives that
regenerate unity-oriented narratives locally and transnationally.

2. Strengthen rational ijtihad and counter literalism. Expand comparative jurisprudence,
cultivate dialogical jurists, and institutionalize inter-sectarian scholarly training to revive
dynamic reasoning within religious governance structures.

3. Institutionalize structured dialogue and interaction. Establish regional and national
taqrib centers as platforms for joint scholarly, religious, and social projects, thereby
normalizing tolerance and discursive openness.

4. Reframe the self/other boundary. Ground identity in shared monotheistic and
civilizational heritage so jurisprudential differences are contextualized constructively rather
than weaponized for sectarian rupture.
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5. Disrupt the enabling infrastructures of violence. Employ international legal
mechanisms, cross-border cooperation, and transparency in financial and media flows to
weaken the operational capacities of zakfirt and extremist networks.
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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This study examines Ali Shariati’s conception of alienation, focusing on its
Research Article meaning, subject, origins, causes, types, and the theoretical framework through

which he explains both alienation and de-alienation. Employing qualitative content
analysis and thematic analysis, the research draws on seven of Shariati’s major
works. Data were analyzed using the three-stage coding procedure proposed by
Strauss and Corbin (open, axial, and selective coding). The analysis resulted in the

Article history: identification of seven core themes: (1) alienation, (2) the alienated individual, (3)
Received: 19 January 2025 the subject of alienation, (4) the causes of alienation, (5) types of alienation, (6)
Received in revised form: 12 alienation as an imposed or self-chosen phenomenon, and (7) de-alienation.
September 2025 Interpretation of these themes indicates that Shariati deliberately narrows the
Accepted: 14 September 2025 proad, global notion of alienation to the more specific concept of self-alienation.
Published online: 22 In this condition, the individual experiences the self as an “other,” loses self-
December 2025

consciousness, and lives under a false and fabricated identity. Shariati
conceptualizes alienation as the outcome of a dialectical relationship between the
individual and society. He argues that assimilation, alienation, imitation, and
corruption are dialectically intertwined processes that may ultimately lead to self-
consciousness, awareness, and the rebirth of the authentic self. Regarding the
origins of alienation, Shariati refers to factors such as labor and the means of
production, colonialism, imitation, bureaucracy, machinery, money, sophistry, and
Self- Consciousness; True distorted forms of love. Together, these forces estrange human beings from their
Self original selves and generate multiple forms of alienation. For Shariati, the ultimate
solution lies in returning to the authentic self and overcoming self-alienation.
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1. Introduction

The concept of alienation is among the most ambiguous and contested notions in the humanities.
Despite this ambiguity, it has been widely employed in sociology, psychology, and social
psychology to explain various forms of human reactions to social realities, psychological pressures,
and structural impositions. Consequently, alienation—along with its numerous derivatives such as
self-alienation, political alienation, work alienation, nature alienation, God-alienation, social
alienation, and cultural alienation—has become both a popular slogan in political discourse and an
empirical concern in academic research (Mohseni Tabrizi, 1991: 26).

Within the Islamic intellectual tradition, several Muslim thinkers have offered distinctive
interpretations of alienation. Igbal Lahori understood alienation as self-loss; Soroush (1987)
described it as metamorphosis and the adoption of a self-image contrary to reality; and Shariati
famously depicted it as a form of spirit possession, whereby an alien personality inhabits the human
being. These thinkers commonly traced the roots of alienation to Western cultural domination,
colonial rule over Islamic societies, the distortion of Islam through superstition and historical
accretions, and uncritical cultural imitation.

Against this background, the present study focuses on the thought of Dr. Ali Shariati, analyzing his
understanding of alienation with particular attention to its concept, subject (alienation from what
or from whom), causes, and forms.

2. Methodology

This research employs qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis to examine Shariati’s
perspective on alienation. Following the selection of the research topic, relevant textual material
was identified from Shariati’s corpus. The selected texts included passages that explicitly addressed
alienation or employed synonymous and related concepts such as spirit possession, cultural
metamorphosis, assimilation, self-loss, cultural alienation, and self-distrust.

From among Shariati’s fifty-four published works, seven texts were selected for analysis: Empty
Man (1982), Return (2007), Worldview and Ideology (2003), Various Works (Collected Works,
Vols. 1-2, 1993), Features of the New Centuries (1997), Revolutionary Self-Building (1977), and
Re-identification of Iranian Identity (1989). These works were chosen because they contain the
most explicit discussions of alienation and related concepts.

Data were collected and organized in accordance with the research questions and analyzed using
Strauss and Corbin’s three-stage coding procedure: open coding, axial coding, and selective
coding.

3. Findings

During the open coding phase, 113 sensitive concepts related to alienation were identified in the
form of key terms, synonyms, and thematic expressions. These concepts were grouped into
semantic units.

In the axial coding phase, 28 preliminary categories were extracted from the initial concepts.
Through further refinement and consolidation, these categories were reduced to seven main
category-themes, each encompassing several sub-categories. In the selective coding phase, the
relationships among these categories were clarified based on interpretive analysis of the texts.
The seven principal categories are summarized below:
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Aversion from the self, self-loss, spirit possession, estrangement
Alienation from human nature, cultural transformation, assimilation,
psychological emptiness, and separation from the authentic self.
Spirit-possessed, self-distrustful, assimilated, estranged from
oneself, self-defeated, and psychologically fragmented.

The Alienated Individual

Subject of Alienation The self, society, culture, politics, religion, work and the means

(Alienation from whom or | of production, God, science, art, nature, tradition, and authentic
from what?) spiritual personality.

Colonial domination, blind imitation of Western culture, money

Causes of Alienation and materialism, bureaucracy and machinery, distorted forms of

rationality, alien social values, and political factionalism.
Cultural, social, intellectual, substantive, self-alienation, work
Types/Forms of Alienation | alienation, political alienation, God-alienation, nature alienation,
and alienation from other human beings.

Imposed / Self-Chosen Structural domination, social coercion, dialectical interaction
(Being imposed, being between individual and society, cultural assimilation, and loss of
self-chosen) autonomous will.
Return to the authentic self, self-belief, rejection of imitation,
De-alienation restoration of dignity, and reconstruction of identity based on

indigenous and religious traditions.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Shariati may be described as a sociologist with strong social-psychological inclinations who
interprets alienation through a dialectical framework. While he regards human beings as the
creators of society and history, he also emphasizes that individuals may become dominated by the
very social structures and cultural products they have created.

In his treatment of the relationship between alienation and consciousness, Shariati is clearly
influenced by Marx (1964), viewing alienation as a stage in the process of developing self-
consciousness. His distinction between the active self (“I’) and the passive self (“me”) reflects this
dialectical tension. Under the conditions of cultural assimilation and colonial domination, the
individual internalizes alien values and becomes an imitator of others, resulting in the formation of
a false and externally imposed “me.” Yet the authentic “I,” grounded in human freedom and
spiritual autonomy, resists this domination and seeks self-realization.

Shariati’s classification of the subjects and types of alienation parallels the approaches of social
psychologists such as Kenneth Keniston (1965), Richard Flacks (1973), and C. Wright Mills
(1951), who define alienation in relation to its objects—self, society, work, and culture. Similarly,
Shariati’s explanation of the causes of alienation aligns with perspectives that emphasize the
multiplicity of alienating structures (Keniston, 1965; Mitchell, 1988).

When Shariati likens alienation to spirit possession or madness, he draws on psychological
metaphors similar to those employed by thinkers such as Jaspers (1956), Kahler (1971), and Horney
(1950). Alienation thus signifies the decay of authentic conscience and the dominance of a false
self, resulting in a diminished capacity for self-understanding.
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Influenced by Igbal Lahori, Shariati places self-consciousness at the center of resistance against
alienation. For him, the recovery of the self requires a return to an authentic and conscious form of
Islam—specifically, what he calls 4Alavi Shi‘ism. This living and emancipatory Islam, Shariati
argues, stands in opposition to Western cultural colonialism and provides the spiritual foundation
for de-alienation and collective mobilization.
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