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Introduction

Ayatollah Borujerdi emerged as a pivotal figure in Iran’s religious and political landscape during
the mid-20th century, a period marked by profound upheaval and transformation. By integrating
religious authority with political engagement, he positioned himself as a key actor in the struggle
for national sovereignty and identity, particularly against colonial and authoritarian pressures. This
paper examines Borujerdi’s strategies, his unifying role among diverse factions, and the
implications of his leadership for Iranian society and culture. The analysis applies a historical
sociological framework to assess Borujerdi’s political approach and its impact on Iran’s socio-
political environment.

Materials & Methodology

This study employs a historical sociological approach to examine Ayatollah Borujerdi’s political
strategies and their broader implications. The methodology involves the review of primary and
secondary sources, including historical texts, scholarly articles, and archival accounts, with
particular attention to Borujerdi’s interactions with political leaders such as Mossadegh and
Kashani. Special emphasis is placed on Borujerdi’s coalition-building efforts across ideological
divides, highlighting both the successes and challenges of these efforts. This approach facilitates a
nuanced understanding of how Borujerdi preserved religious authority while navigating complex
and shifting political dynamics.

Discussion & Conclusion

Ayatollah Borujerdi’s political strategies generated significant social and political outcomes during
an era of intense ideological contestation. His unifying initiatives among the National Front, the
Muslim People’s Combatant Association, and the Fadaian-e Islam fostered a cooperative spirit
critical to confronting the Pahlavi regime and resisting foreign imperialism. Key findings include:

1. Preservation of Youth from Leftist Ideologies: Borujerdi’s leadership deterred Iranian
youth from gravitating toward communism, instead reinforcing clerical authority as a
guardian of national identity against Western influences.

2. Cross-Factional Collaboration: His promotion of collaboration across religious and
political factions created a united front, particularly during crises such as the 1953 coup,
where nationalist and religious sentiments intersected.

3. Constraining Authoritarianism: His strategies helped temper some repressive measures
of the Pahlavi regime, preserving the role of Islamic culture in the face of aggressive
modernization.

4. Pathway to Independence: Borujerdi’s emphasis on Ummatism provided momentum for
movements aimed at achieving cultural, economic, and political independence.

Despite these achievements, Borujerdi faced serious challenges, especially from the radicalism of
groups like Fadaian-e Islam, which threatened coalition stability. His leadership illustrates Bendix’s
theories in historical sociology, underscoring the significance of social alliances in navigating
political change. In conclusion, Borujerdi’s legacy lies in his effort to unify disparate religious and
political groups, shaping a foundational chapter in modern Iranian history and exemplifying the
enduring interplay between religion and politics.
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1. Introduction

Theoretical virtue serves as the basis for other virtues in Farabi’s thought, particularly moral and
practical virtues. Since moral virtue relies on theoretical virtue, and theoretical virtue depends on
factors such as the Active Intellect and innate disposition, which lie beyond human control, a
central question arises: how can individuals attain moral virtues? This study examines the role of
involuntary factors in acquiring theoretical virtue

and investigates how a political and educational framework—the virtuous city—can facilitate the
attainment of moral virtue and human happiness.

2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on textual evidence from Farabi’s
works. The study first identifies relevant texts and interpretations, then analyzes them to formulate
a research question, and finally derives responses based on Farabi’s philosophy.

3. Findings

In Farabi’s philosophy, human happiness—the ultimate purpose of life—is achieved through the
acquisition of virtues, with theoretical virtue as the prerequisite. Innate disposition and the Active
Intellect are fundamental in acquiring theoretical virtue, yet their effects vary across individuals,
limiting universal access.

Innate disposition refers to differences in individuals’ capacities to grasp rational concepts and their
inclinations toward virtuous actions. The Active Intellect provides primary rational concepts but
operates differently depending on an individual’s capacity. As a result, theoretical virtue, and by
extension moral virtue, is not equally attainable for all.

Farabi addresses this limitation through a political solution: the virtuous city. The ruler, possessing
both theoretical and practical virtue, guides citizens via education, training, and legislation.
Education imparts theoretical knowledge through persuasive discourse, while training cultivates
practical skills and virtuous behavior. Legislation ensures these processes are structured and
effective. This civic framework compensates for natural differences, enabling all citizens to achieve
moral virtue and happiness to the extent possible.

4. Conclusion

Farabi’s framework highlights the tension between theoretical foundations of virtue and natural
limitations. The study demonstrates that, although individual agency is constrained by innate
disposition and access to the Active Intellect, civic and political mechanisms led by virtuous rulers
can facilitate moral virtue and happiness for all members of society. The virtuous city thus serves
as a practical solution to natural inequalities in moral development.
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mystical thought. Avini considered the Revolution a manifestation of divine love
and a quest for truth, wherein people returned to their essence and sought to realize
divine values. The study employs an analytical-descriptive method, drawing on
three of Avini’s works—A Beginning at an End, Snails Without a Home, and
Governance of the Wise. Through textual interpretation, this research identifies
connections between mystical ideas and the Revolution. The findings reveal that
Avini’s mystical approach not only distinguishes the Islamic Revolution from
other global revolutions but also emphasizes inner transformation, monotheism,
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1. Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, one of the most influential events of the twentieth century, has been
interpreted in diverse ways, ranging from political and economic analyses to sociological and
cultural perspectives. Among its less examined yet profoundly significant aspects is the mystical
perspective. Although Sufi mysticism became central to Iranian-Islamic civilization from the
seventh century onward, the relationship between mysticism and politics remains a subject of
debate. The central issue concerns the compatibility—or tension—between authentic Islamic
mysticism and political authority.

Some scholars argue that mystical doctrines, such as the inwardly-oriented concept of Imamate,
fana fi Allah (annihilation in God), and divine illumination, are fundamentally distinct from social
governance (Soroush, 2014: 283). Others contend that mysticism is largely incompatible with
politics, since mysticism is rooted in metaphysical realities beyond human will, whereas
governance operates through rationality and transparency (Daryoush, 2008: 12, 23). Conversely,
proponents of the “unity theory” maintain that Islamic mysticism and politics are interrelated, with
mysticism elevating human virtue and responsibility and thereby motivating governance (Jafari,
1999: 21; Javadi Amoli, 2005: 93).

Within this intellectual landscape, Seyyed Morteza Avini—a prominent thinker and artist of the
post-revolutionary era—offered a unique mystical interpretation of the Islamic Revolution. His
view aligns the Revolution with “spiritual and cultural revolutions,” emphasizing value-based,
symbolic, and spiritual dimensions over purely political or economic concerns. Avini regarded the
Revolution as rooted in inner awakening and monotheistic transformation, which ensured its
endurance and idealism. Unlike Seyyed Hossein Nasr, who emphasizes the integration of
mysticism with modern sciences, or Leila Ashighi, who interprets mysticism through philosophical
and structural lenses, Avini’s distinct contribution lies in his focus on symbolic and spiritual
dimensions, interpreting the Revolution as a manifestation of divine love and proximity.

The central question of this study is how Avini employed mystical concepts to interpret the Islamic
Revolution. He perceived it not merely as a political shift but as a divine manifestation, a “spiritual
jihad” directed toward truth, self-awareness, and perfection. This research explores the intersection
of mysticism and politics in Avini’s thought, analyzing how mystical concepts are employed in his
works to interpret the Revolution, thereby offering a novel perspective on the Revolution as a
mystical-spiritual phenomenon..

2. Methodology

This study employs qualitative content analysis, defined as a systematic interpretive approach to
textual data through categorization and conceptual mapping (Iman & Noshadi, 2011: 36; Tarbizi,
2014: 114). The analysis focuses on Avini’s writings, extracting recurring mystical categories and
linking them to political interpretations of the Revolution.

3. Findings

In his writings, Avini emphasizes that the Islamic Revolution was not only a political
transformation but also a return to mystical and spiritual identity. He considered Imam Khomeini
the embodiment of this inner awakening, portraying the Revolution as a model for reinforcing
spiritual values. In A Beginning at an End, he argues:

“Humanity can only undergo a historical transformation through revolution. Those who reject this
theory are attached to the status quo. Within humans lies both a tendency to remain and a stronger
desire to move. Since humans are habitual beings clinging to stability, historical transformation can
only occur through revolution” (Avini, 2012: 95).
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Avini distinguishes between two types of revolution: the Rubi’ Revolution, an external social
transformation, and the Sayyam Revolution, an inner transformation of the soul. For him, the
Islamic Revolution combined both, with inner transformation serving as the foundation for outward
change. He viewed the Revolution as a turning point in human history, signifying the decline of
Western civilization and the rise of a new spiritual era.

From this perspective, the Revolution functions as a catalyst for the emergence of the Perfect
Human and as part of a cosmic process of spiritual evolution. Avini emphasized the Revolution’s
role in preparing humanity for the ultimate global transformation under Imam Mahdi’s leadership.

4. Conclusion

Avini’s mystical interpretation of the Islamic Revolution highlights its spiritual depth and
distinguishes it from other revolutions. By framing it as a “revolution of values” rooted in divine
love and self-awareness, Avini underscores the Revolution’s enduring legitimacy. He describes the
leader of the Revolution as a Perfect Human, whose inner transformation catalyzed social and
political change.

Accordingly, the Islamic Revolution represents both a historical turning point and a mystical
ascent—a movement that not only challenges Western grand narratives but also lays the
groundwork for a universal revolution. From Avini’s perspective, it is best understood as part of a
spiritual journey, integrating politics with divine encounter and mystical realization.
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The relationship between culture and social structure has long been a central debate
in sociology: Do social conditions generate culture, or does culture itself drive
structural transformation? Some scholars regard culture as the outcome of
structure, while others emphasize its transformative role. Robert Wuthnow,
adopting an objective approach, treats culture not as a subjective phenomenon but
as a tangible and observable product. He explains the connection between ideology
and structure within a theoretical framework, though structural factors tend to
dominate despite his attention to human agency and the concept of “moral order.”
In contrast, Ali Shariati conceptualizes the culture—structure relationship as
reciprocal and dialectical. While acknowledging the influence of structure on
culture, he also emphasizes culture’s capacity to reshape structure. This article
analyzes Wuthnow’s cultural theory and critiques it from the perspective of
Shariati’s dialectical thought, demonstrating that although Wuthnow attempts to
transcend reductionist explanations, his theory ultimately leans toward structural
determinism. Shariati, by contrast, offers a more comprehensive interpretation of
the mutual interaction between culture and structure.
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1. Introduction

The nexus between social structure and culture constitutes a fundamental problem in the sociology
of culture. Classical and contemporary theories have typically framed this relationship in terms of
either structural determinism or cultural autonomy. Yet the challenge of transcending reductionist
frameworks and theorizing the complexity and bidirectionality of this relationship remains
pressing.

Two seemingly divergent yet methodologically resonant approaches exemplify this debate:
Wuthnow’s cultural theory—empirically grounded, symbolically oriented, and structurally
inclined—and Shariati’s dialectical thought—rooted in Islamic theology, philosophy of history, and
a commitment to intellectual emancipation.

This paper addresses the following research question: What are the theoretical similarities and
differences between Wuthnow’s cultural theory and Shariati’s dialectical approach in explaining
the relationship between culture, social structure, and human agency? Although analytically
sophisticated, Wuthnow’s theory, by virtue of its latent structuralism, underestimates the
transformative potential of culture and agency. Shariati, by contrast, drawing on dialectical logic,
highlights the reciprocal influence between culture and structure and situates human agency within
a theological—ethical framework that transcends purely descriptive explanation.

The literature reveals a significant gap: while many works analyze Wuthnow’s theory or Shariati’s
thought separately, no systematic comparative study has been undertaken. This article aims to fill
this lacuna by juxtaposing three thematic axes—moral order, agency, and the ontological status of
culture—thereby contributing to a renewed understanding of socio-cultural transformation.

2. Methodology

This study employs a theoretical-comparative design. Rather than collecting empirical data, it
reconstructs and compares two theoretical frameworks in light of a shared sociological problem:
the mechanism by which culture and structure interact. The main analytical tool is conceptual-
critical analysis, through which key theoretical constructs (e.g., moral order, agency, ideology,
culture, structure, and consciousness) are identified, interpreted, and assessed.

The theoretical framework integrates two paradigms. First, Wuthnow’s cultural theory, operating
within a symbolic—analytic model, employs concepts such as resource banks, chains of action, and
moral order as interpretive instruments. Second, Shariati’s dialectical model emphasizes reciprocal
causality, historical consciousness, and purposive human action. The comparative analysis focuses
on three themes: (1) the mediating role of moral order in the structure—culture relationship; (2) the
scope of agency within social processes; and (3) contrasting views on the ontological status of
culture—whether reflective or generative, conservative or emancipatory.

Data collection relies on textual and documentary analysis of primary sources from both theorists.
The analysis prioritizes terminological precision, internal coherence, and categorical
correspondence to ensure a rigorous comparison.

3. Findings
The comparative analysis produced three principal findings:

1. Moral Order in Wuthnow’s Theory: Wuthnow views moral order as a central mechanism
linking social structure to cultural discourse and ideology. However, this concept lacks
intrinsic normative content, functioning instead as a formal schema filled by the “social
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resource bank.” Morality thus assumes an adaptive rather than prescriptive or
transcendental role. In contrast, Shariati—drawing on Shi‘ite theology—treats morality as
pre-structural, teleological, and directive, establishing a fundamental point of divergence.

2. Conceptualization of Human Agency: While Wuthnow acknowledges agency through
the notion of “chains of action,” he ultimately restricts it within the logic of structural
responsiveness. Shariati elevates agency to a history-making force, consciously bound to
ethical responsibility and existential commitment. In his model, agency is not merely
reactive but capable of rupturing and reconstructing social structures.

3. Ontological Status of Culture: For Wuthnow, culture is primarily a symbolic reflection
of established order, subject to change only in moments of structural crisis. Shariati,
however, envisions culture as an autonomous and insurgent actor—a site of resistance,
transformation, and emancipation from historical domination.

Taken together, these findings reveal that Wuthnow’s model, despite its anti-determinist
aspirations, remains structurally causal. Shariati’s framework, by integrating agency with
theological consciousness and ethical intentionality, provides a broader paradigm for theorizing
socio-cultural transformation.

4. Conclusion

The divergence between Wuthnow and Shariati extends beyond theoretical content to their
underlying epistemological, anthropological, and theological assumptions. Wuthnow privileges
structural—causal explanation mediated by moral order and social resources, while Shariati situates
human action within a historically conscious and theologically infused ethic of responsibility. In
Shariati’s schema, agency is purposive and generative, and culture becomes an active producer of
historical meaning rather than a passive reflection of structure.

This study underscores the value of theoretical frameworks that integrate consciousness, ethics,
and theology into the concept of agency. It recommends that future research on cultural and social
change adopt models recognizing the dialectical symmetry between culture and structure, while
avoiding reductions of culture to structural outcomes. Shariati’s theory—combining dialectical
reasoning, ethical orientation, and theological depth—offers a paradigmatic alternative for
rethinking the dynamics of socio-cultural transformation.
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1. Introduction

Social control, a fundamental mechanism for sustaining societal order, faces pressing challenges
in contemporary contexts. Increasing deviance, declining public trust in institutions, and growing
social fragmentation characterize modern urban environments, particularly in rapidly transforming
Islamic societies. Mainstream sociological theories, such as Durkheim’s (2014) concept of organic
solidarity or Foucault’s (1995) disciplinary mechanisms, often prioritize external instruments of
control—surveillance, legal systems, or institutional enforcement. While these approaches remain
effective in certain circumstances, they often overlook the significance of emotional and cultural
forces in cultivating voluntary compliance and social cohesion.

Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi’s affection-justice theory, rooted in Islamic philosophy, provides a
distinctive framework that integrates affection—an innate emotional force fostering unity through
mutual care—with justice, a rational and structural mechanism ensuring fairness and stability
through institutions. Unlike Western models that emphasize coercion and bureaucracy, Tusi’s dual
approach aligns more closely with societies where cultural and religious values remain central.
Nevertheless, the applicability of his framework to pluralistic and individualized modern societies
remains underexplored, necessitating a systematic analysis of both its theoretical foundations and
practical implications.

The objective of this research is to critically analyze Tusi’s affection-justice theory, highlighting its
dual mechanisms of affection and justice, and to assess its potential for informing social control
systems in contemporary Islamic societies. By bridging classical Islamic thought with modern
sociological concerns, this study contributes to the discourse on culturally grounded approaches to
social cohesion.

2. Methodology

This research employs qualitative content analysis to examine Tusi’s affection-justice theory,
focusing primarily on his seminal works Akhlag-e Naseri and Awsaf al-Ashraf. These texts were
chosen for their comprehensive articulation of Tusi’s ethical and social philosophy, particularly
regarding affection and justice as mechanisms of social organization. To situate his ideas within
the broader framework of Islamic intellectual tradition, comparative analyses were conducted with
the works of Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Ibn Miskawayh.

Additionally, contemporary sociological theories of social control—including those of Durkheim
(2014), Hirschi (1969), Parsons (1951), and Foucault (1995)—were incorporated to contextualize
Tusi’s contributions within modern theoretical discourse. A systematic thematic coding process
was applied, identifying recurring themes such as affection as a natural inclination toward unity,
justice as an institutional necessity, and the interplay of internal and external mechanisms of
control. Cross-referencing with modern theories ensured conceptual alignment and analytical
depth.

3. Findings

Tusi conceptualizes affection as a natural, intrinsic force fostering social unity through emotional
bonds that encourage voluntary adherence to collective norms (Nasir al-Din Tusi, 1994a: 222).
Unlike justice—which he views as a constructed system designed to ensure order through
institutions such as religion, governance, and the economy (Nasir al-Din Tusi, 1994a: 210)—
affection operates organically, aligning individual behavior with communal expectations without
the need for coercion. By integrating these mechanisms, Tusi’s framework reduces reliance on
force, promoting a society motivated by both emotional commitment and institutional fairness
(Nasir al-Din Tusi, 1994a: 259).
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Empirical examples from Shiite culture in Iran illustrate the theory’s practical relevance. During
Muharram and Arbaeen, salawati stations and mawakib function as communal spaces where
affection-driven practices—such as hospitality and selfless service—temporarily suspend social
hierarchies, fostering inclusivity and solidarity (Saboorian & Shahbazi, 2024: 24). These acts
exemplify how affection, rooted in shared religious values, regulates behavior by encouraging
participation across diverse social strata. For instance, salawati stations transform commercial
urban spaces into centers of communal care, where service is perceived as an honor rather than an
obligation, mirroring Tusi’s vision of affection as a natural regulator. Similarly, mawakib during
Arbaeen create temporary egalitarian communities, demonstrating the unifying capacity of
affection-based practices (Saboorian & Shahbazi, 2024: 22).

4. Conclusion

Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi’s affection-justice theory provides a comprehensive model of social
control by synthesizing two complementary mechanisms: affection as an informal, internal force
that fosters solidarity through emotional bonds, and justice as a formal, external necessity that
secures order through institutions such as governance, religion, and economic structures. While
Tusi regards justice as essential for structural balance, he elevates affection as the superior
mechanism of natural unity that ensures voluntary social cohesion.

In comparison with modern sociological theories, Tusi’s emphasis on affection parallels Hirschi’s
social bond theory, while his focus on justice resonates with the perspectives of Parsons and
Durkheim. Yet, unlike Foucault—who interprets social control as a vehicle of power
reproduction—Tusi situates it within the pursuit of societal happiness and perfection. This
teleological orientation reflects his utopian vision of politics, where social control serves the
flourishing of individuals and communities rather than mere stability.

Rooted in Islamic culture and values, Tusi’s indigenous framework offers significant potential for
strengthening social cohesion in contemporary contexts, particularly within Islamic societies. Its
application extends to addressing social challenges such as reducing deviance, reinforcing social
capital, and managing conflicts, thereby contributing both to theoretical scholarship and to practical
strategies for social governance.
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1. Introduction

The 1979 Islamic Revolution of Iran, with its cultural and civilizational dimensions, not only
challenged the prevailing political order but also reshaped dominant paradigms in revolutionary
theory. Under the leadership of Imam Khomeini and the guidance of Ayatollah Khamenei, religious
culture, faith, and spiritual leadership—previously marginalized—became central to revolutionary
analysis, laying the foundation for a governance model rooted in divine teachings and religious
values.

This shift recognized culture as a decisive variable in societal formation, continuity, and
organization (Bagheri, 2023:2). Scholars such as Philip Smith (2008), Jeffrey Alexander (2006),
Margaret Archer (1995), and John Foran (1997) emphasized the integration of structural factors
and human agency, highlighting the critical role of culture. Michel Foucault also acknowledged the
Iranian Revolution’s cultural and religious underpinnings (Marengo, 2020:723-725).

The establishment and continuous reform of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution,
guided by Ayatollah Khamenei, illustrate the centrality of culture in Iran’s governance. Rapid
development in cultural studies and the shift from state-centric to governance-oriented approaches
underscore culture’s pivotal role in both national and international governance processes.

Agency, structure, and culture—and their interplay—remain fundamental topics in social theory
and policymaking. Cultural governance emerges as a connecting framework between culture and
governance. The absence of a comprehensive model based on epistemological and transformative
foundations, coupled with socio-cultural challenges such as Western cultural influence,
institutional fragmentation, and youth orientation toward foreign models, necessitates a model
grounded in Ayatollah Khamenei’s vision.

This study adopts an interdisciplinary approach, systematically analyzing cultural governance in
Iran according to Ayatollah Khamenei’s guidance. It offers a comprehensive model of macro-level
cultural management, linking cultural governance with broader governance domains.

2. Methodology

This qualitative study analyzed selected texts using thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
Units of analysis included words, themes, and elements related to governance, culture, and enabling
strategies. Analytical sources consisted of speeches and writings by Ayatollah Khamenei on
cultural governance, retrieved from official software, books, and websites. Statements were coded
and organized into sub-themes and main themes through the six-phase thematic analysis:
familiarization, initial coding, theme identification, theme review, definition, and final reporting.

3. Findings

The central pillar of Iran’s cultural governance is the popularization of Islamic culture, supported
by two components: Islamic guidance of culture and public participation. Five foundational
requirements were identified:

1. Optimal Attitudinal and Performance Indicators: Attitudinal and performance
indicators of devout cultural agents.

2. Cultural Management: Progressive, revolutionary—jihadi, participatory, and directed
management.

3. Cultural Engineering: Targeted development, integrated strengthening, and national
identity formation.
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4. Cultural Discourse-Making: Shaping cultural values, principled reform, and internal
empowerment.

5. Institutionalization of Divine Governance Indicators: Ten themes including Islam-
centered, people-centered, culture-centered, Imam-centered, law-abiding, justice-oriented,
awareness-driven, responsible, unity-promoting, and dignified governance.

The model aims at personal and social elevation, emphasizing decision-making, institution-
building, rule-setting, and strategic action within an Islamic epistemological framework, leveraging
human and public resources to institutionalize Islamic culture.

4. Conclusion

Cultural governance in Iran, grounded in Islamic guidance and public participation, provides an
effective model for macro-level cultural management. Moral education and religious discourse-
making serve as central pillars. Culture functions as a guiding force for policymaking and a
foundation for Islamic civilization, linking cultural development to social and political elevation.
Implementing this framework as a macro-structure is essential for advancing a new Islamic
civilization.
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1. Introduction

The origin of sovereignty is one of the fundamental issues in political philosophy that shapes the
foundations of political legitimacy and power. Various theories concerning the origin of
sovereignty have been proposed, each resting upon a specific philosophical worldview and
anthropology. Examining the issue of the origin of sovereignty from the perspectives of Tabataba'i
(1902-1981 CE) and Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679 CE), as political philosophers, is significant
because these two thinkers, with their specific views on the origin of sovereignty, have been the
source of significant developments in the theories of subsequent thinkers.

Hobbes, by analyzing the issue of power — one of the primary concerns of the modern world —
seeks on the one hand to understand power and possession, and on the other hand to restrain it
through right. After Machiavelli, and with a more systematic method than any other thinker in this
field, he revealed the intrinsic characteristics of power; whereas thinkers who addressed this issue
before him had only discussed the origin of sovereignty or the form of government in a cursory
manner. The concept of consent and the social contract in Hobbes, influenced by the particular
characteristics of his thought, led to his ideas becoming part of the mainstream of political thought
in England. To such an extent that, in the view of some critics, the channel he dug later became the
main course for the body of political thought.

Tabataba'i, like Hobbes, speaks of humans before social discord and after social discord. However,
these two interpretations and situations are entirely different from one another; because the human
in the state of nature according to Hobbes is an isolated individual, a human without family and
non-social; whereas Tabataba'i believes that humans, from the very beginning of creation, are social
and rooted. This human possesses the experience of social life; therefore, the social contract
envisioned by Tabataba'i differs from that of Hobbes. This fundamental difference in anthropology
and the philosophy of law has led to divergent views in the realm of political legitimacy.

Given the influence of the ideas of these two philosophers on the theories of subsequent thinkers,
the necessity of examining the theories of both thinkers to extract the similarities and differences
in their views became apparent. In this regard, the main question of this research is: What is the
origin of sovereignty according to Hobbes and Tabataba'i, and what approach have these two
philosophers adopted concerning the origin of sovereignty?

The hypothesis of this treatise is that Hobbes, relying on physiological and naturalistic
psychological anthropology and emphasizing natural and equal human rights, introduces the
contract as the origin of sovereignty, with the characteristic that he presents a concept of contract
and consent that has a specific and distinct meaning from the concept of contract held by other
thinkers, leading to the formation of a specific type of government. In Tabataba'i's thought,
primordial humans were also influenced by natural forces, and the dominance of natural forces
encompassed reason as well; however, reason, in the natural and social trajectory, becomes
perfected, strengthened by revelation (wahy) and prophethood (nubuwwah), and gains dominance
over instincts and natural forces. It is this very reason that is the recipient of revelation and has the
capacity to receive and evaluate the message of revelation. The differing anthropologies in the
thought of these two thinkers, Hobbes and Tabataba'i, lead to two different analyses of politics and
government. Hobbesian anthropology leads to the civil state, absolute government, political
despotism, and state religion; whereas Tabataba'i's anthropology leads to mutual utilization,
cooperative society, social government, and social religion. The aim of this research is a
comparative and analytical examination of these two perspectives on the origin of sovereignty to
identify their differences and points of commonality, thereby providing a foundation for a better
understanding of both Islamic and Western political philosophy.
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This research centers on the primary question: “How is the origin of sovereignty explicated in the
thought of Tabataba'i and Thomas Hobbes?”” Under this overarching inquiry, it seeks to answer the
following sub-questions: “What differences and similarities exist in the anthropology and
philosophy of law of these two thinkers?”” and “How have these fundamental differences impacted
their theories of political legitimacy?”

2. Methodology

This article employs an exploratory-descriptive method to examine the status of the origin of
sovereignty in the thought of the two philosophers. The research data has been collected through
documentary and library-based research. Furthermore, in addition to independently examining the
theories on the origin of sovereignty in both thinkers, the study adopts a comparative-analytical
approach to recognize and explicate their philosophical and legal differences and similarities within
a coherent and scientific framework.

3. Findings

The culmination of these two perspectives reveals a fundamental distinction between Western and
Islamic political philosophy:

In Hobbes' theory, government is formed through a social contract aimed at providing security and
order, with its legitimacy dependent on the absolute power of the sovereign.

Whereas in Tabataba'i's thought, government arises from innate human nature (fitra), reason, and
divine revelation, deriving legitimacy solely through the realization of justice, morality, and the
preservation of human dignity.

Consequently, while government for Hobbes is an instrument to curb chaos, in 's intellectual
system, it bears a divine mission for human development, justice, and guidance.

H.umaps' SHLOTEE Self-interested humans in Both recognize
with divine nature
Anthropology (i) e Justies-geddim a state of humans possess
J & nature and perpetual war fundamental drives
reason
Origin of Human nature, reason, Social contract to escape Necessity of order
Sovereignty and divine guardianship the state of nature and governance
Philosophy of Based on divine Based on social Importance of
Law law and justice contract and sovereign power order and law
Dependent Need for
» ,oCP . Dependent on absolute .
Political on justice, morality, . legitimacy to
.\ power and security .
Legitimacy and respect for human . ensure social
maintenance -
nature stability

Comparative Framework of Hobbes' and Tabataba'i's Perspectives

4. Conclusion

Hobbes represents a perspective that locates legitimacy in power derived from social agreement to
curb chaos (Pettit, 2008). In contrast, Tabataba'i, from the standpoint of Islamic philosophy, regards
justice as the foundation of legitimacy, viewing it as emerging from humanity's innate nature (fitra)
and reason.
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Thomas Hobbes perceives humans as beings driven by instinctual motives—fear of death, desire
for self-preservation, and will to power. In his view, these innate tendencies render the human state
of nature a condition of perpetual conflict and "war of all against all" (Hobbes, 1651). Within this
framework, reason serves an instrumental role in calculating gains and losses, compelling humans
to accept a social contract and surrender power to an absolute sovereign; for only absolute and
unchallengeable power can guarantee security and order (Skinner, 2008; Pettit, 1997).
Conversely, Tabataba'i—grounded in Islamic philosophy—understands humans as beings endowed
not only with material dimensions but also with a soul, divine innate nature (fitra), and reason.
Consequently, humans intrinsically desire goodness, justice, and perfection, possessing the
capacity for moral, intellectual, and spiritual growth (Nasr, 2006). Unlike Hobbes’ view of humans
as self-centered and dangerous, sees them as transcendence-seeking beings whose reason and fitra
enable them to distinguish truth from falsehood and advance toward a just order.

Hobbes primarily interprets humans as subject to biological and power-seeking drives, framing
government as the necessary institution to control these instincts (Tuck, 1989). This analysis stems
from a realist yet pessimistic anthropology. In opposition, Tabataba'i—relying on a theological
approach—considers humans free and rational beings who, through their reason and divinely
endowed nature (fitra), can participate in establishing moral and social order.

Thus, while Hobbes derives governmental legitimacy from the social contract and the necessity of
controlling human instincts, roots legitimacy in divine justice, moral rationality, and the imperative
to establish social justice. Ultimately, two distinct anthropologies yield two divergent theories of
political power’s origin and legitimacy."

Hobbes posits that to achieve lasting peace and security, humans must—through a social contract—
surrender all their natural rights to an absolute sovereign. This sovereign, endowed with inviolable
and absolute authority, is obligated to guarantee security and order, preventing society's relapse
into natural chaos (Hobbes, 1651; Pettit, 1997; Skinner, 2008). Consequently, governmental
legitimacy in Hobbes’ thought derives from its capacity to establish order and maintain security.
Any limitation on sovereign power threatens the foundations of social order; thus, political
authority must be absolute, unbound by prior legal or moral constraints.

In stark contrast, Tabataba'i—drawing on the foundations of Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat-e
Mota‘aliya), Shi‘a theology, and Islamic philosophy—Ilocates the origin of governance not in social
contract, but in humanity’s divine innate nature (fitra), rationality, and the principle of divine
guardianship (wilaya). He conceptualizes governance as an innate and rational institution whose
mission extends beyond mere preservation of order to encompass the realization of divine justice,
preservation of human dignity, and the moral-spiritual guidance of society (Tabataba'i, 2009: 160—
163; Tabataba'i, 2018: 127, 135).

From ’s perspective, humans possess God-given reason and fitra that orient them toward goodness
and justice. Legitimate governance, in this view, is an instrument for manifesting justice and
expanding the common good. Hence, Islam—being consonant with human nature—regards wilaya
(divinely sanctioned authority) as natural and necessary. For early Muslims, accepting the authority
of the Prophet of Islam was self-evident, requiring no formal justification (Bouzari-Nejad &
Marandi, 2015: 117-118).
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1. Introduction and Problem Statement

Within Islamic civilization, Arabic culture has continually occupied a central position due to its
role as the locus in which divine revelation was realized in human history, and because the Arabic
language—serving as a universally comprehensible instrument—functions as the linguistic
medium of the Holy Qur’an. However, the encounter of Islamic societies with the sweeping
transformations of Western civilization, which reshaped the logic of their interaction with the non-
Western world, led to profound developments in both thought and practice. One of these was the
Arab Renaissance (al-Nahda), which became the source of significant intellectual change within
Arab-Islamic societies. Its influence extended beyond the social, political, and economic spheres
to bring about deeper theoretical transformations.

A renewed connection was established between literary sciences—particularly those addressing the
aesthetic dimensions of texts and their interpretation—and literary criticism within rhetorical
studies. This revival, emerging after the Arab Renaissance, was advanced by Muslim intellectuals
such as Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Asadabadi, Muhammad ‘Abduh, Rashid Rida, and Mustafa al-
Maraght, who sought to reread the textual heritage of the Islamic world. Foundational works such
as ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjant’s Asrar al-Balagha and Dala’il al-1'jaz were once again adopted as core
texts in the Arab Maghreb.

Literary exegesis (al-tafsir al-adabi), according to Ibn Khaldiin, stands in contrast to narrative and
transmitted exegesis (al-tafstr al-riway1 wa al-naqli) (Ibn Khaldiin, 1988: 407). In this approach,
literary and linguistic sciences constitute the primary foundations for interpretation. Compared
with other exegetical approaches—such as theological or narrative ones—this perspective places
less emphasis on faith in the sacredness of the text. The Qur’an, in this view, must first be
approached as a cultural product and an Arabic text, rather than as a divine guide for humanity (al-
Khili, 1933: 365-366). The principal aim of exegesis, therefore, is said to arise from a purely
literary interpretation, unbound by external theological or doctrinal commitments (al-Khli, 1933:
367). Some scholars employed this method to pursue “an understanding and discernment of the
rational, emotional, and artistic values present within the text that the author did not explicitly
articulate” (Khalaf Allah, 1999: 45). This orientation focuses primarily on the linguistic and human
aspects of the Qur’anic text. The doctrine of Qur’anic inimitability (i'jaz) is emphasized in its
earthly and human dimensions—especially in the eloquence and aesthetic excellence of its Arabic
expression—presented as the foundation of Arab cultural identity.

Pioneers of this movement criticized what they perceived as a pathology among many exegetes
who, according to some thinkers, “have neglected the primary purpose of the Qur’an—guidance—
and have instead preoccupied themselves with peripheral matters such as grammar, rhetoric, and
theological or jurisprudential disputes” (Rashid Rida, Vol. 1: 17-18, cited in Kariminiya, 2005:
54). In response, figures such as al-Khli proposed a distinct method that centered on the Qur’an’s
literary dimensions. Al-Khillt argued that “the literary study of the Qur’an is the first duty of any
Qur’anic researcher—even if their opinions oppose the Qur’an or they do not seek guidance from
it. A genuine Arab recognizes the Qur’an as the greatest Arabic book (kitab al-"arabiyya al-akbar)
without necessarily grasping its meanings or believing in it” (al-Khali, 1949).

2. Methodology

Since the central aim of this study is to examine the status of Arabness (al- ‘uriiba)—and specifically
the Arabic language—within the contemporary exegetical engagement with the Holy Qur’an, and
to assess the implications of such an approach through critical evaluation, data were collected using
a documentary research method. The data were then analyzed using a descriptive-analytical
approach.
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3. Findings

This study has explored the role of Arab identity (al-‘urtiba) within the literary approach to
interpreting the Holy Qur’an in contemporary Islamic thought. It examined the ideas of Amin al-
Khili, as a pioneer in this field, alongside Nasr Hamid Abt Zayd and Mohammed Arkoun, who
each sought to reinterpret the Qur’an through the lens of its Arab identity and the Lebenswelt
(lifeworld) of its revelation, emphasizing its cultural and linguistic dimensions.

The main finding of the research is that the linguistic and human capacities of the Arabic language
have become central to contemporary engagements with the Qur’an. Through the revival of
language-based cultural identity, modern Arab thinkers have sought to distinguish their exegetical
efforts from those of non-Arab Muslims. In doing so, they have first divested the Qur’an of its
epistemic authority, and subsequently treated it as a mirror reflecting the culture of the Arab era of
revelation, arguing that its epistemic centrality cannot extend beyond that historical and linguistic
context.

Key similarities and differences among the three thinkers include:

Linguistic Emphasis: All three recognized the significance of Arabic in Qur’anic interpretation,
though their methodological applications differ.

Historical Context: Abii Zayd and Arkoun emphasized the historical circumstances of revelation,
with Arkoun adopting a more radical stance that questions the divine nature of the text.

Reform and Tradition: While al-KhiilT leaned toward a traditionalist respect for the Qur’an’s literary
heritage, Abii Zayd and Arkoun pursued reform and critical analysis, challenging conventional
hermeneutics. From a critical standpoint, the role of Arab identity within the literary approach to
Qur’anic interpretation reveals several challenges:

Diminishment of Spiritual Values: This approach risks reducing emphasis on the Qur’an’s spiritual
and theological dimensions by focusing predominantly on linguistic beauty and literary structure.
Neglect of Circumstances of Revelation: Literary criticism may overlook the asbab al-nuzul
(occasions of revelation), thereby neglecting the social and ethical context essential to
understanding the Qur’an’s message.

Humanization and Relativization of the Qur’an: This method may render the Qur’an a human
cultural text, challenging its sanctity and its transhistorical and transcultural universality.

4. Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that the literary approach to Qur’anic interpretation, as developed by
modern Arab intellectuals such as Amin al-Khiili, Nasr Hamid Abt Zayd, and Mohammed Arkoun,
represents both an intellectual renewal and a methodological rupture within Islamic thought. By
emphasizing the linguistic and aesthetic dimensions of the Qur’an, these thinkers sought to reassert
the role of al-"uriba (Arabness) and the Arabic language as central elements of cultural identity in
the modern Arab world. However, this revival came at a significant cost: the reduction of the
Qur’an’s transcendent and revelatory character to a purely human and historical artifact. While
such an approach contributed to the development of new hermeneutical tools, it simultaneously
risked detaching the Qur’an from its spiritual, ethical, and metaphysical purposes. The study thus
concludes that although the literary method enriches our understanding of the Qur’an’s linguistic
structure and its aesthetic miracles, it must remain integrated with theological, moral, and historical
dimensions to preserve the text’s universal and divine authority. A balanced hermeneutic—one that
harmonizes literary insight with faith-based understanding—offers the most promising path for
engaging the Qur’an in both its human and sacred aspects.
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