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Discussions surrounding women, gender, and their social manifestations have
historically posed significant challenges for the Islamic world. Various intellectual
and social approaches - each grounded in distinct semantic systems - have
addressed these issues from different perspectives. A macroscopic analysis reveals
that two dominant semantic paradigms, Islam and modernity, underlie these
approaches. The present study aims to examine these perspectives, analyze their
underlying semantic systems, and conceptualize gender-based approaches within
the framework of social worlds. This is an applied study, methodologically situated
in the domain of qualitative research. The conceptual framework is based on the
theory of social worlds, and the fundamental methodology is employed to explore
the development of these discourses in the theoretical and socio-political spheres
of Iranian society. According to the findings, key components of the Islamic theory
of gender include gender essentialism, the social extension of gender, social
systematization based on couplehood, and gender as an existential capacity. The
epistemological foundations of this social world are rooted in Javaheri
jurisprudence and transcendental wisdom, while its non-epistemological
(cognitive) contexts include the social and political developments of the
Constitutional Era and the Islamic Revolution of Iran. In contrast, the feminist
theory of gender is characterized by concepts such as gender constructionism,
transsexuality, gender fluidity, gender as a mechanism of domination, and the
rejection of gender’s social extensions. Its epistemological contexts include
Western feminist thought and the neo-religious and intellectual movements within
Islamic societies, while its non-epistemological contexts in Iran are shaped by the
legal inequalities between men and women and the political transformations of the
1970s.
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1. Introduction

In contemporary Islamic thought, various approaches to gender and its social manifestations can be
identified, each grounded in distinct semantic systems. A macroscopic analysis reveals the influence of two
dominant semantic paradigms—Islam and modernity—underpinning these perspectives. Each of these
paradigms shapes policymaking and governance practices in different ways, guiding decisions and policies
related to social and cultural matters based on their unique conceptual frameworks. A precise and
comprehensive understanding of these paradigms—along with an investigation into how they have evolved
and been interpreted within the historical and geographical contexts of Islamic societies, particularly Iranian
society—can provide deeper insights for critical engagement. Accordingly, this research seeks to examine
these approaches, analyze their underlying semantic systems, conceptualize gender-oriented paradigms
within the framework of "social worlds," and explore their existential foundations within the context of
Islamic thought through the lens of fundamental methodology theory.

2. Methodology

This study is developmental in nature and methodologically situated within the domain of qualitative
research. It employs the logic of fundamental methodology to analyze how gender-focused social worlds
are constituted. Different theories, concepts, or methodologies can be used to examine the formation of
scientific theories; one such framework is fundamental methodology, which may be defined as: "A set of
foundational principles and axioms upon which a scientific theory is established, providing the structure
and trajectory for scientific development—referred to as fundamental methodology."

3. Findings

Islam and modernity, as two major "social worlds," each offer distinct semantic systems for conceptualizing
gender. The Islamic social world is a dynamic, expanding system embedded in the history and geography
of global civilizations. Conversely, modernity—emerging in the Western context during the Renaissance
and subsequent socio-political transformations—has become a globally influential paradigm, extending its
reach into the intellectual and social structures of Islamic societies. In this research, the term "Islamic theory
of gender" is used to represent the Islamic semantic system on gender, while "feminist theory of gender"
refers to the semantic framework of modernity. After identifying the central components of both theories,
the study proceeds to analyze their epistemological and non-epistemological existential contexts within the
realm of contemporary Islamic thought using the framework of fundamental methodology.

4. Conclusion

The contemporary landscape of Islamic thought features diverse discourses and paradigms on gender, each
rooted in its own semantic system. This study examined two major paradigms—Islamic and modern—that
structure conceptualizations of gender within their respective social worlds. The Islamic social world
regarding gender is characterized by core concepts such as gender justice, contextual development and
legislation, feminine capacity, primacy of human essence over gender, and inherent gender differences. At
the symbolic level, this world is organized around a gender-oriented axis, while at the normative level, it
emphasizes values such as chastity and gender boundaries, timely marriage, primacy of the family, gender-
based division of roles, high fertility, rejection of gender-based domination, and women’s social
responsibility. The epistemological foundations of this worldview include Javaheri jurisprudence and
transcendent theosophy, while its non-epistemological foundations in Iran include the Constitutional
Revolution and the Islamic Revolution.

The modern social world, on the other hand, also offers a gender-focused paradigm, centered on key
concepts such as equality, anti-domination, gender constructivism, historical oppression, gender similarity,
and alienation. It encompasses multiple layers—symbols, values, and actions—with corresponding
implications for gender roles. At the symbolic level, it is structured around feminism, and at the level of
values and norms, it promotes equal rights for men and women, de-gendering of labor roles, selective
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marriage, low fertility, and women’s public participation. Its epistemological foundations include Western
feminist thought and the neo-religious intellectual movements in Islamic societies, while non-
epistemological foundations in Iran involve the legal inequalities between men and women and the political
transformations of the 1970s.
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1. Introduction

Al-Ghazali occupies a pivotal place in the intellectual and political history of the Islamic world. He played
multiple influential roles, and his works—though at times seemingly contradictory—reflect a profound
evolution in his thought. This article investigates the desirability of Al-Ghazali’s later political views,
particularly following his personal and intellectual transformation. The central hypothesis is that Al-Ghazali
redefined the relationship between religion and politics by shifting the focus from external authority to the
inner self. His ideal vision of politics, therefore, is one rooted in the heart and characterized by spiritual
insight, sincerity, and moral reform.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a historical-analytical approach to examine Al-Ghazali’s political philosophy in the
context of his personal transformation and broader socio-religious developments. By engaging in textual
analysis of Al-Ghazali’s later works—especially Ihya’ ‘Ulim al-Din (The Revival of the Religious
Sciences)—and situating them within the framework of Islamic political thought, the research identifies key
turning points in his approach to governance, prophecy, and religious knowledge. Particular attention is paid
to the themes of introspection, esotericism, and ethical reform as the basis for his political vision.

3. Findings

Al-Ghazali’s departure from formal politics to spiritual seclusion marked a turning point in his intellectual
trajectory. No longer content with jurisprudential and scholastic paradigms, he introduced a politics of the
heart—a model based on mystical awareness, inward reform, and ethical sincerity. He emphasized the
importance of the heart not only in personal spirituality but also in public governance. Politics, in his view,
must reflect prophetic knowledge, characterized by intuitive certainty and oriented toward collective well-
being. Al-Ghazali did not reject the Sharia or jurisprudence but sought their revival through a mystical
epistemology. He presented a dual understanding of politics and prophecy, arguing that the inner dimension
of revelation should guide political leadership. The esoteric reading of prophetic function, in his thought,
calls for a governance rooted in compassion, tolerance, and wisdom. His writings suggest that the harmony
between religion and politics can only be achieved through a reformative mission grounded in esoteric
understanding and personal transformation.

His advocacy for "tolerant politics" emerged from his shift from external sciences to internal, spiritual
disciplines. Through this transition, he redefined legitimate authority as one based not solely on power or
law but on sincerity, purity of heart, and ethical intent. He entrusted this model to the "scholars of the
hereafter" and righteous rulers who commit themselves to reform society in the Prophet’s moral image.

4. Conclusion

Al-Ghazali’s later political philosophy offers a compelling model of spirituality-infused governance. By
privileging the heart, he provided a paradigm that unites inner transformation with social reform. His
approach reconfigures the political role of the Prophet as the embodiment of divine wisdom, and positions
sincere intention as the foundation of both personal piety and just governance. In a time of political upheaval
and philosophical conflict, Al-Ghazali’s introspective ethics provided a path toward individual and
collective happiness—not through outward conformity, but through heartfelt belief and inner sincerity. His
legacy is that of a seeker who found in mysticism and prophetic adherence the means to reconcile religion
and the world, and to propose a vision of politics imbued with tolerance, wisdom, and moral purpose.
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This study aims to reinterpret Mirza Malkam Khan’s legal reform project as
presented in the Qanun newspaper, addressing whether his thought embodies
hybridity or essentialism. It further examines the extent to which Malkam Khan’s
ideas enable active resistance against colonialism. Employing an interpretive and
fundamental research design with an interrogative strategy, the study applies
postcolonial theory and utilizes the method of deconstruction for data analysis.
Findings indicate that the binary oppositions within the text reflect an imitation of
Western human experience. Malkam Khan perceives Iranian identity during his
era not as pure but as hybrid; however, this hybridity is dominated by Western
identity elements (11 instances) over indigenous traditions (3 instances),
effectively requiring mere adaptation from the latter. Consequently, his legal
reform project is grounded in a Eurocentric framework, limiting its capacity to
foster active resistance against colonialism and Western cultural hegemony. An
analysis of concepts such as the Adamiyat Project reveals the pervasive influence
of essentialist thought in Malkam Khan’s legalism. The project’s fluidity proves
insufficient to destabilize binary oppositions and their inherent hierarchies. Despite
claims of reconciling Shari’a and progress, Malkam Khan ultimately aligns with
Western stability, distancing himself from the "third space" and the creation of a
novel hybrid identity.
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1. Introduction

Mirza Malkam Khan, known as Nazem al-Doleh, was among the most influential intellectuals of the Qajar
era. In 1890, he published the newspaper Qanun from London to Tehran as a platform to disseminate his
ideas. This publication was deeply engaged with Western political and civil ideologies and was widely
embraced by the political activists and intellectuals of the time.

Given that postcolonial theory focuses on established imperialist cultures and identities, employing cultural
and identity-based components to advance a post-nationalist interpretation of resistance against colonialism
(Gandhi, 2012: 187), this framework serves as a valuable tool to analyze the role of colonialism in shaping
Mirza Malkam Khan’s thought and the ideological foundations of his legal reformism.

The present study aims to interpret and analyze the role of Mirza Malkam Khan and Qanun as ideological
media within the modernity-seeking milieu of pre-Constitutional Iran. In the dominant narrative, Malkam
and Qanun are portrayed as representatives of modern Western values and advocates of partisan doctrines
in Iranian society.

The central objective of this study is to critically examine the ideological assumptions embedded within the
legal reformist discourse propagated by Qanun. By employing a postcolonial analytical framework, this
research interrogates how Western cultural hegemony operated in 19th-century Iranian society, particularly
as reflected in the intellectual currents of progressive thinkers of the time. Through close textual analysis of
Qanun, this study seeks to unmask colonial strategies of domination underpinning the ostensibly
modernizing reforms advocated by Iranian intellectuals.

2. Methodology

This study employs the method of deconstruction to interpret the newspaper Qanun. As an analytical
strategy, deconstruction systematically reveals diverse modes of interpreting a text and unearths ideological
assumptions, particularly by addressing the suppressed interests of marginalized groups excluded from
power (Martin, 1990: 340). Derrida asserts that deconstruction aims to destabilize the fixed meanings of a
text, thereby exposing its inherent possibilities (Derrida, 1976: 233). In this research, Boje’s eight-stage

deconstructive critique model is applied (Boje, 2008: 83).

3. Findings

The reorganization of binary oppositions reveals that the dominant narrative asserting the necessity of
aligning law with Sharia can be supplanted by an alternative narrative emphasizing Western governance
and progressive global values. Another dimension of Malkam Khan’s legal advocacy lies in its state-centric
orientation.

The inversion of hierarchical binaries and the introduction of a free interplay of dualities demonstrate that
the latent premise of his legalism resides within the suppressed discourse of the state and statesmen. Despite
his persistent rhetoric championing legal reform, Malkam Khan appears inclined toward statism. His
centering of the dialectic between Sharia and law within his narrative functions as a pragmatic concession,
concealing his underlying prioritization of state authority. This strategic positioning highlights the tension
between his performative adherence to Sharia-centric legalism and his tacit alignment with statist
imperatives, reflecting a calculated negotiation between ideological posturing and political expediency.

4. Conclusion

The findings reveal that Malkam Khan’s legal reform project is structured around state-centric binary
oppositions and their counterpoints, which collectively seek to constrain state power while instrumentalizing
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these oppositions as tools toward that objective. The Western-oriented elements dominating these binaries
overwhelmingly subordinate traditionalist components, indicating that his legal project is constructed
through a Eurocentric epistemic framework.

Such a framework inherently lacks the capacity for active resistance against colonialism and Western
cultural hegemony. The Eurocentrism underpinning this project reduces both Malkam Khan and, by
extension, the Iranian subject to a colonized Other, marginalizing indigenous paradigms.

Malkam Khan attempts to navigate a "Third Space" between Iranian tradition and Western modernity,
striving to forge a hybrid identity for the Iranian subject. However, an analysis of discursive signposts—
such as his "Adamiyat Project" and "Human-Factory" conceptualization—demonstrates the hegemony of
essentialist thought over his legal reformism. Within this essentialist framework, destabilizing the authority
of colonial discourse remains unattainable, rendering the project incapable of fostering a platform to contest
cultural imperialism.
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1. Introduction

Culture is one of the most complex and fundamental elements of any society, encompassing the collective
customs, beliefs, language, values, and behaviors that define a people. It plays a dual role, serving both as
a determinant of social direction and as a product of historical, political, and spiritual forces. In
contemporary societies, the management and development of culture have become essential concerns for
state governance and social planning.

Within this context, the concept of cultural engineering emerges as a systematic and strategic framework
for understanding, shaping, and guiding the cultural dynamics of a nation. Among Islamic scholars,
Avyatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei—the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran—has provided
significant insights into the role of culture in societal development. His vision of cultural engineering does
not align strictly with the binary of complete freedom (liberalism) or total control (socialism). Instead, he
advocates a middle path rooted in Islamic values, emphasizing guidance, supervision, growth, and cultural
innovation.

2. Problem Statement

Existing models of cultural governance tend to fall at opposite ends of the ideological spectrum. On one
side, liberal approaches regard culture as a free-market phenomenon that evolves naturally without
government intervention. On the other side, socialist models advocate for strong state control to regulate
and direct cultural content in accordance with ideological objectives. Both extremes, however, pose
significant challenges: liberalism may result in cultural fragmentation and the erosion of core values,
while socialism risks cultural oppression and the suppression of diversity.

In the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran—where culture is deeply intertwined with religious identity
and political legitimacy—this challenge is particularly acute. The central question arises: How can an
Islamic government engineer culture in a manner that both reflects its foundational values and fosters
societal development, identity formation, and creative expression?

This study seeks to address this question by systematically analyzing the speeches, writings, and official
positions of Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei concerning culture and governance, aiming to elucidate his
distinctive approach to cultural engineering.

3. Research Objectives
The primary objective of this study is to theoretically define and structurally formulate the concept of
cultural engineering based on the perspectives of Ayatollah Khamenei.
The secondary objectives are as follows:
- To identify the dimensions and stages of cultural engineering within his framework.
- To compare this framework with liberal and socialist models of cultural governance.
- To develop an applicable conceptual model for cultural policy in Islamic contexts.

4. Research Questions
This study is guided by the following key questions:
1. What is the definition of cultural engineering, and how does it differ from related concepts such as
cultural management and cultural policy-making?
2. What are the core components of Ayatollah Khamenei’s approach to cultural engineering?
3. How should governments, particularly Islamic governments, manage and guide culture in practice
according to this approach?
4. In what ways does Ayatollah Khamenei’s model compare to liberal and socialist cultural
governance frameworks?
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5. Literature Review

Areview of relevant literature indicates that, although numerous studies have examined Ayatollah
Khamenei’s perspectives on cultural identity and the concept of Islamic civilization, there is a paucity of
research focused on the systematic formulation of cultural engineering.

Notable prior works include:

Safar Beigi et al. (2022), who explored the relationship between culture and Islamic civilization within
Khamenei’s discourse.

Aghasi et al. (2021), who analyzed cultural identity through a thematic examination of Khamenei’s
speeches.

Yousefi and Ghorbani (2020), who emphasized the role of culture in the establishment of a new Islamic
civilization.

Khosravi and Bakhshi (2017), who highlighted culture as a composite yet unified social force in
Khamenei’s thought.

However, these studies generally lack a comparative analysis with Western models of cultural governance
and do not provide a structured understanding of the stages and dimensions of cultural engineering as
conceptualized by Ayatollah Khamenei.

6. Research Methodology
This qualitative study employs thematic analysis as outlined by Braun and Clarke (2006). The data set
consists of a purposive selection of speeches and writings by Ayatollah Khamenei that focus on culture,
cultural development, and national identity.
The analysis proceeded through the following stages:

1. Familiarization with the data via repeated reading.

2. Initial coding to identify key ideas and concepts.

3. Grouping codes into broader thematic categories.

4. Defining and refining the themes.

5. Mapping relationships among the themes to develop a comprehensive conceptual model.
The analysis resulted in the identification of five central themes:

e Nature of Culture

e Cultural Supervision

e Cultural Guidance

e Cultural Construction

e Cultural Growth

7. Findings

7.1 Nature of Culture

According to Ayatollah Khamenei, culture represents the spiritual essence of a society. It is not merely a
collection of rituals or symbols but rather a dynamic system encompassing both manifest elements (such
as arts, language, and social norms) and latent structures (including values, beliefs, and mentalities).
Culture is endogenous and transformative, serving as the foundational basis for all socio-political
progress. Without a robust cultural foundation, sustainable economic and political systems cannot be
established.
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7.2 Cultural Supervision

Cultural supervision involves the strategic monitoring of cultural activities to prevent deviation,
corruption, or foreign influence. It is distinct from censorship; instead, it entails the intelligent
safeguarding of national values. This supervision aims to maintain a healthy, innovative cultural
environment consistent with the Islamic worldview.

7.3 Cultural Guidance

Cultural guidance refers to the deliberate steering of culture towards a desired state that embodies Islamic
teachings, national identity, and revolutionary values. This guidance must be participatory, involving
collaboration among government institutions, intellectuals, and the public to foster a shared cultural
vision.

7.4 Cultural Construction

Cultural construction is the process of creating or reshaping culture to address national and religious
needs. Khamenei emphasizes that culture can be deliberately built—similar to cities or institutions—
through visionary planning and implementation. This process includes institutional development, policy-
making, and the promaotion of artistic and intellectual creativity aligned with Islamic principles.

7.5 Cultural Growth

Cultural growth denotes the continuous development of both the form and substance of culture. It
encompasses the enhancement of cultural literacy, spiritual depth, and social participation. For Ayatollah
Khamenei, a thriving culture contributes to civilizational progress, rooted in Islamic values while
remaining responsive to contemporary challenges.

8. Comparative Framework
When compared to liberal and socialist models, Ayatollah Khamenei’s vision emerges as a hybrid
framework that balances cultural freedom with social responsibility.

Theme Ayatollah Khamenei Liberalism Socialism

Islam-centered,
civilizational
Direction with societal

collaboration

State-guided, ideology-
based
Party-driven
indoctrination

Cultural Growth Free-market, pluralistic

Cultural Guidance Minimal involvement

Cultural Supervision

Intelligent oversight, not

Legal boundaries only

Extensive ideological

repression policing
: Intentional and value- Spontaneous and Programmatic, goal-
Cultural Construction . . .
based innovation emergent oriented

Reflection of material
class structures

Dynamic, spiritual
essence of society

Nature of Culture

Individualistic, diverse

This table demonstrates that Ayatollah Khamenei’s approach does not conform to either extreme. Rather, it
advocates for a contextual Islamic model in which culture is simultaneously guided and dynamic, sacred
and evolving.

9. Conclusion

The study concludes that Ayatollah Khamenei’s model of cultural engineering presents a multi-
dimensional, process-oriented, and Islamically grounded framework. Rather than imposing rigid control or
relinquishing culture to market forces, this model envisions a collaborative endeavor involving the
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government, intellectual elites, and society to actively engineer culture in alignment with national and
religious aspirations.

Within this framework, cultural engineering transcends mere preservation or control; it involves the
deliberate design and cultivation of a vibrant, values-based cultural ecosystem. This approach is both
normative and pragmatic, offering a potentially adaptable model for other Islamic societies striving to
achieve cultural sovereignty without resorting to isolation.

10. Recommendations
Future studies may consider the following areas:
e The role of cultural elites and civil institutions in the practical implementation of Ayatollah
Khamenei’s cultural engineering model.
o Comparative analyses of cultural engineering approaches in other Muslim-majority countries.
o Evaluation of the social impacts resulting from cultural engineering policies in Iran.
Development of sector-specific cultural strategies—such as in education, media, and the arts—grounded
in this conceptual framework.
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Human communication is a fundamental element shaping the nature and structure
of societies. Civil society and Madinah Fazilah represent two distinct types of
societies, each characterized by different forms of communication. Jirgen
Habermas and Abu Nasr Muhammad Al-Farabi are prominent thinkers who have
examined human communication, its ideal form, and its role in shaping these two
societal models. This study employs a comparative-analytical approach grounded
in fundamental methodology to examine and compare the levels of human
communication in the thought of these two philosophers. The analysis reveals that
both thinkers, adopting a critical perspective on their respective societies and the
quality of communication within them, propose an ideal society concerned with
rationality, mutual understanding, and collective agreement. Habermas’s concept
of communicative rationality, along with his emphasis on rational-critical
discourse and consensus-building, is central to establishing truth and legal
legitimacy, yet it remains fundamentally rooted in conventional reason without
transcending its epistemic limits. In contrast, Al-Farabi’s notion of demonstrative
communication and mutual understanding extends beyond the human horizon,
achieving its full significance through its connection to the First Leader (Rais al-
Awwal) of Madinah Fazilah and its metaphysical relationship with the Active
Intellect (al-*Aql al-Fa‘‘al). This research provides a foundational framework for
re-examining and analyzing diverse communicative systems within the two
distinct paradigms of Madinah Fazilah and civil society.
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1. Introduction

While the quality of communications and communication systems is shaped by social forces and cultural
backgrounds, it also exerts a substantial influence on the formation of the cultural and social structures of
societies. Among prominent figures who have theorized on this subject are Abti Nasr al-Farabi, representing
Muslim Iranian thought, and Jirgen Habermas, representing modern Western philosophy. Each, grounded
in their respective cultural contexts and ontological-epistemological frameworks, has developed distinct
conceptions of the ideal society and, accordingly, defined the nature and levels of human communication
within their own theoretical constructs.

Given that every society must independently define an optimal organizational framework for its social
communications in line with its cultural, political, economic, and historical circumstances, this study
undertakes a comparative analysis of how human communication is conceptualized in relation to the
epistemological foundations of these two thinkers. The aim is to elucidate how the desirable form of
communication among members of society is delineated in the ideal societies envisioned by al-Farabi and
Habermas. The study seeks to answer the following central question: How is human communication
formulated in al-Farabi’s Madina Fadila and Habermas’s civil society, and what understanding of the levels
and types of communication emerges from these two models?.

2. Methodology

This research adopts an analytical-comparative method in the form of a historical-comparative study,
examining the distinct historical and environmental contexts of al-Farabi and Habermas and assessing the
influence of these contexts on their intellectual development. Data collection relies on documentary
research. The comparative framework employed focuses on how theoretical constructs are shaped in
accordance with their contextual backgrounds. Every theory, in its historical formation and development, is
rooted in specific epistemological foundations as well as non-epistemological contexts. This study primarily
investigates the epistemological foundations of the two thinkers’ views through an analysis of their
ontological, epistemological, anthropological, and methodological assumptions, and explores their

implications for human communication—its levels, dimensions, and qualitative features.

3. Findings

The epistemological foundations of the two thinkers—shaped respectively by al-Farabi’s monotheistic
worldview and Habermas’s humanistic orientation within the Frankfurt School tradition—Ilead to the
formulation of two distinct ideal societies (Madina Fadila and civil society) and, consequently, to different
models and qualities of communication.

While both share certain concerns—such as the nature of the ideal society, the role of rationality, rational
dialogue, mutual understanding, and collective consensus—there are significant differences in their
foundational premises, the articulation of their ideas, and their socio-cultural implications.

For Habermas, the central communicative concern is modern society’s deviation from rationality and
Enlightenment ideals, and the need for communicative rationality to liberate society from the limitations of
instrumental rationality. His model emphasizes consensus, rational discourse, and critical reflection, where
shared reason is essential for attaining truth and legitimizing laws.

In contrast, al-Farabi focuses on the process through which a rational society is achieved—specifically, the
elevation of thought and language from probabilistic forms (e.g., rhetoric and poetry) to demonstrative and
certain forms of reasoning. In his view, demonstrative communication reaches its highest realization in the
Madina Fadila, particularly in connection with its ruler (Imam). While Habermas, due to his anthropocentric
orientation, does not incorporate communication with God or the sacred into his theory, al-Farabi’s
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framework extends beyond human horizons to encompass a vertical dimension—communication with the
divine and the sacred..

4. Conclusion

This comparative analysis highlights several components relevant to contemporary governance. These
include:
+ Upholding rationalism and privileging demonstrative reasoning alongside rhetorical persuasion
in policymaking.
« Promoting cooperation and public participation through dialogue and consensus, while
connecting such processes to revealed principles.
 Freeing cultural policymaking from illusion and superficial imagery, instead grounding it in
reason, demonstration, and demonstrative persuasion.
 Transitioning from a consumerist society to one capable of critically analyzing cultural
phenomena.
In Habermas’s civil society, communication remains within the human horizon and is limited to consensus-
building among individuals, without reference to transcendent dimensions. In al-Farabi’s Madina Fadila, by
contrast, communication—grounded in monotheism, reason, and demonstration—is intrinsically linked to
revelation and the sacred intellect, and culminates in connection with the Active Intellect.
Such a connection enables an individual to achieve the highest level of perfection and comprehension,
making them fit to lead society toward ultimate felicity. This leadership is not defined by command and
control, but by the capacity to instruct, guide, and cultivate human perfection. Within this hierarchical
communicative structure, relationships among individuals and groups are pedagogical and guiding,
ultimately serving the goal of human development.
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1. Introduction

Islam rapidly expanded across vast territories and emerged as the world’s leading civilization. However,
like other civilizations, it eventually entered a period of decline - a phenomenon that has been a central
concern for Muslims, including Iranians, for centuries. This study reexamines Ali Shariati’s theory in
addressing this issue, seeking to answer the fundamental question: What causes led Muslims to fall from
the peak of civilization, and what solutions can overcome this condition?

The research proceeds in three stages. First, it examines Shariati’s understanding and description of Islam.
Second, it analyzes, more comprehensively than previous studies, the causes and factors he identifies for
the decline. Third, it explores the solutions he proposes to reverse this trajectory..

2. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based on a comprehensive review of Ali
Shariati’s writings. Through critical examination of his theoretical framework, the research identifies key
factors contributing to the decline of Muslim civilization and evaluates proposed solutions for its revival.
Library research and content analysis methods are utilized to systematically interpret the concepts and
arguments presented by Shariati

3. Findings

Islamology - According to Shariati, Islam comprises seven interrelated components: worldview,
anthropology, philosophy of history, sociology, ideology, ideal society, and ideal man. The foundation is the
worldview, upon which anthropology, philosophy of history, and ideology are constructed, ultimately
providing the framework for an ideal society and ideal human being. The Islamic worldview is grounded in
monotheism, which, beyond affirming the oneness of God, envisions the universe as an indivisible whole -
rejecting dualisms such as this world and the hereafter, nature and the supernatural, matter and meaning, or
body and soul (Shariati, 1979, p. 29). Monotheism, in this sense, has four dimensions: (1) worldview, (2)
social and class foundation, (3) historical insight and philosophy, and (4) moral values. For Shariati,
anthropology, sociology, and the philosophy of history are all branches of worldview and form the
foundation of ideology (Shariati, 1996, p. 28).

Core Elements of Islam - From Shariati’s perspective, each intellectual school must answer several
fundamental questions, reflected in seven key principles: worldview, anthropology, philosophy of history,
sociology, ideology, ideal man, and ideal society. Religions, in addition, are defined by four essential
components: God or the deity, the sacred book, the prophet, and the exemplary figures of the tradition. For
example, to understand Judaism, one must study Yahweh, Moses (PBUH), the Torah, and Aaron. Similarly,
to understand Islam, one must grasp the reality of Allah, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Qur’an, and
influential companions such as Abu Dharr, Salman, and Imam Ali (PBUH).

Causes of Muslim Decline - Shariati attributes the decline primarily to deviation from true Islam, which he
explains through several key transformations:

1. From Ideological Islam to Cultural Islam - Ideological Islam encompasses a comprehensive worldview
that directs all aspects of life, functioning as a living faith rather than a collection of static sciences. Over
time, this dynamic vision has been replaced by a cultural, ritualistic form of Islam (Shariati, 1996, p. 71).
2. Turning Religion into an End Rather Than a Means - Religion, intended as a path to elevate humanity
toward God, has instead become an object of devotion in itself, diverting focus from its transformative
purpose (Shariati, 1996, p. 47).
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3. Historical Discontinuity - Civilizations falter when they lose continuity with their historical memory,
forgetting their triumphs, struggles, and revolutions, and thus returning to states of ignorance.

4. Loss of Unity - Early Islam maintained a unified vision across diverse peoples, but over time, internal
divisions and sectarian disputes fractured the unity of its message (Shariati, 1996, p. 322).

5. Neglecting the Requirements of the Time - While the essence of Islam is eternal, its expression must
adapt to the evolving needs and contexts of society; failure to do so conflates outdated forms with timeless
truths (Shariati, 1983, p. 56).

6. Distortion of Islamic Teachings - The culmination of these factors manifests in the corruption of Islamic
concepts and practices. For Shariati, “Alawite Shi‘ism” represents true Islam, while “Safavid Shi‘ism”
symbolizes its deviation (Shariati, 1983, p. 155).

4. Conclusion

Proposed Solutions - Shariati’s remedy for decline is a return to the cultural and spiritual resources of the
Islamic past - without fossilizing tradition - through:

1. Reviving Ideological Islam - Restoring Islam as a living, guiding faith and intellectual movement
(Shariati, 1996, p. 71).

2. Reclaiming Cultural and Spiritual Capital - Drawing upon the heritage preserved by earlier generations
to combat cultural and economic impoverishment (Shariati, 1989, p. 297).

3. Contextualizing Islam for the Present - Understanding Islam in its original socio - historical context, then
rearticulating it for contemporary needs (Shariati, 1982, p. 91).

4. Engaging the Masses - Bridging the gap between intellectuals and society by communicating truth in
accessible and compelling ways (Shariati, 1989, p. 254).

5. Permanent Revolution through Ijtihad - Sustaining renewal and reform by exercising dynamic,
progressive jurisprudence and enjoining what is right while forbidding what is wrong (Shariati, 1989, p.
395).

Through this framework, Shariati positions the revival of ideological Islam, historical consciousness, and
adaptive reform as the cornerstones for restoring Islamic civilization.
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