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Introduction

Ayatollah Borujerdi emerged as a pivotal figure in Iran’s religious and political landscape during
the mid-20th century, a period marked by profound upheaval and transformation. By integrating
religious authority with political engagement, he positioned himself as a key actor in the struggle
for national sovereignty and identity, particularly against colonial and authoritarian pressures. This
paper examines Borujerdi’s strategies, his unifying role among diverse factions, and the
implications of his leadership for Iranian society and culture. The analysis applies a historical
sociological framework to assess Borujerdi’s political approach and its impact on Iran’s socio-
political environment.

Materials & Methodology

This study employs a historical sociological approach to examine Ayatollah Borujerdi’s political
strategies and their broader implications. The methodology involves the review of primary and
secondary sources, including historical texts, scholarly articles, and archival accounts, with
particular attention to Borujerdi’s interactions with political leaders such as Mossadegh and
Kashani. Special emphasis is placed on Borujerdi’s coalition-building efforts across ideological
divides, highlighting both the successes and challenges of these efforts. This approach facilitates a
nuanced understanding of how Borujerdi preserved religious authority while navigating complex
and shifting political dynamics.

Discussion & Conclusion

Ayatollah Borujerdi’s political strategies generated significant social and political outcomes during
an era of intense ideological contestation. His unifying initiatives among the National Front, the
Muslim People’s Combatant Association, and the Fadaian-e Islam fostered a cooperative spirit
critical to confronting the Pahlavi regime and resisting foreign imperialism. Key findings include:

1. Preservation of Youth from Leftist Ideologies: Borujerdi’s leadership deterred Iranian
youth from gravitating toward communism, instead reinforcing clerical authority as a
guardian of national identity against Western influences.

2. Cross-Factional Collaboration: His promotion of collaboration across religious and
political factions created a united front, particularly during crises such as the 1953 coup,
where nationalist and religious sentiments intersected.

3. Constraining Authoritarianism: His strategies helped temper some repressive measures
of the Pahlavi regime, preserving the role of Islamic culture in the face of aggressive
modernization.

4. Pathway to Independence: Borujerdi’s emphasis on Ummatism provided momentum for
movements aimed at achieving cultural, economic, and political independence.

Despite these achievements, Borujerdi faced serious challenges, especially from the radicalism of
groups like Fadaian-e Islam, which threatened coalition stability. His leadership illustrates Bendix’s
theories in historical sociology, underscoring the significance of social alliances in navigating
political change. In conclusion, Borujerdi’s legacy lies in his effort to unify disparate religious and
political groups, shaping a foundational chapter in modern Iranian history and exemplifying the
enduring interplay between religion and politics.
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