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Shia and Sunni scholars unanimously emphasize the necessity of defending the
independence of Islamic lands, a principle deeply rooted in Islamic jurisprudence,
particularly in discussions on jihad. This issue has garnered heightened attention
in situations where the sovereignty of Muslim territories faces external threats.
Islamic jurists have historically addressed such challenges through the issuance of
treatises, statements, and jihadi fatwas. Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei, a prominent
Islamic jurist, prioritized the preservation of religion and the independence of
Islamic societies across social and political domains. This study aims to analyze
Tabatabaei’s political thought and strategies in confronting crises that endangered
the autonomy of Iran and other Islamic nations under colonial pressures. Key crises
included the rivalry among colonial powers for territorial expansion, Russian
aggression against Iran, and the emergence of deviant religious sects supported by
colonial forces, which threatened the unity and cohesion of Islamic societies. Using
a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research, this paper examines
the intellectual foundations of Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei’s thought and his strategies
for countering these crises. The findings underscore his emphasis on resistance and
jihad as pivotal strategies to safeguard the independence and liberation of Islamic
societies from colonial domination.
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1. Introduction

The life of Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei Haeri coincided with a period marked by the dominance of colonial
powers and numerous crises in Islamic lands. During this era, the Russian colonial government in northern
Iran posed significant threats to the political and cultural independence and security of the Iranian people.
In response to these challenges, Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei emerged as a key figure in resisting colonial
domination. This article investigates the crises faced during Tabatabaei's lifetime and explores his strategies
for addressing these threats. The research hypothesizes that Tabatabaei adopted a strategy centered on
resistance and jihad to safeguard the independence and cohesion of Islamic societies. His approach was
rooted in his belief in the authority of the Supreme Leader during the occultation era. One of the primary
objectives of this study is to introduce and highlight Tabatabaei’s political and religious contributions, as
well as his dedication to preserving the independence of Islamic communities. The central question driving
this research is: What were the major crises during Tabatabaei’s lifetime, and what strategies did he employ
to confront them? Additionally, sub-questions are formulated to address the diverse nature of these crises
across religious, political, and cultural domains. The answers to these questions form the foundation of this
study, which aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Tabatabaei's efforts in maintaining the
sovereignty and unity of Islamic societies amidst colonial challenges.

2.Background of the Research

A review of the intellectual and practical contributions of Shiite scholars throughout the history of Islam
and Iran demonstrates their consistent role as advocates for social justice, particularly in resisting tyranny
and colonialism. A central concern of these scholars has been the preservation of national independence and
the prevention of foreign interference in the internal affairs of Islamic nations. During the era of Seyyed Al
Tabatabaei, Iran faced significant challenges, including Russian military aggression and conspiracies by
other colonial powers. In response, Islamic scholars, including Tabatabaei, issued jihad decrees to counter
colonial aggression and reclaim territories occupied by enemy forces. Despite the historical significance of
Tabatabaei’s efforts, no independent study has yet been conducted to comprehensively examine his role in
defending the independence of Islamic societies against colonial domination. This research fills that gap by
investigating Tabatabaei’s strategies and contributions in this context. By analyzing his intellectual and
practical responses to these crises, this study aims to shed light on his pivotal role in safeguarding the
sovereignty and cohesion of Islamic communities during a critical period in history.

3. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research methodology, utilizing explanation, analysis, and description to
explore the role of Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei in resisting colonialism and defending the independence of
Islamic territories, grounded in his ideological principles. Data collection was conducted through library
and documentary methods, drawing on historical texts from Tabatabaei's era as well as scholarly and
historical analyses of his life and contributions. By critically examining these sources, the research aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of Tabatabaei’s strategies and ideological foundations in
confronting colonial aggression and safeguarding the sovereignty of Islamic societies.

4. Findings

The theoretical foundations of Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei’s political and resistance strategies against colonial
domination can be analyzed through two key frameworks: the theory of Islamic resistance against arrogance
and the theory of the political guardianship of the jurist (Wilayat al-Fagih). Tabatabaei employed strategies
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of jihad and resistance to eliminate foreign domination over the structures of Islamic society and to
safeguard the dignity and independence of the nation. Grounded in his belief in the political authority of the
jurist during the occultation, he issued decrees for resistance and jihad specifically targeting Russian
colonial aggression. An analysis of Tabatabaei’s political thought and writings reveals that he viewed the
authority of the Wali Fagih—as the deputy of the Infallible Imam during the occultation—as encompassing
a broad scope. This expansive interpretation underpinned his actions and strategies for confronting crises,
emphasizing the central role of religious leadership in preserving the sovereignty and cohesion of Islamic
societies. By integrating ideological principles with practical measures, Tabatabaei’s approach exemplifies
a comprehensive framework for resisting colonial domination while maintaining Islamic values and
independence.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Defending the territorial integrity and independence of Islamic lands against external threats is a
fundamental principle in Islamic jurisprudence. Seyyed Ali Tabatabaei, renowned as the author of Riyadh,
stands out as one of the most prominent scholars committed to resisting colonial domination and
safeguarding the sovereignty of Islamic nations. His intellectual contributions must be contextualized within
the socio-political developments of his era. During Tabatabaei’s lifetime, Iran faced significant challenges,
including widespread war, insecurity, and crises stemming from colonial aggression. Colonial powers
sought to fragment the cohesion of Islamic societies, such as Iran, and impose political, economic, and
cultural dependency.

In this context, defending Islam and liberating Islamic societies from colonial domination across intellectual,
political, economic, cultural, and social dimensions became one of Tabatabaei’s primary concerns. When
Iran was targeted by colonial invasions and embroiled in conflict with Russia, Tabatabaei joined other
scholars in issuing a fatwa calling for resistance against foreign invaders to preserve national independence.
By examining Tabatabaei’s scientific and practical approaches during the Iran-Russia wars, his intellectual
foundations can be understood as rooted in the necessity of resistance to protect the political, security, and
cultural independence of Islamic nations. Guided by Quranic commands to reject foreign domination over
Islamic society's structures, Tabatabaei emphasized preserving the dignity and sovereignty of the Iranian
people. His belief in the political guardianship of jurists during the occultation era provided the framework
for issuing jihad orders against Russian colonial forces. This study highlights his pivotal role in defending
Islamic values and independence during a critical period in history
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