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This research aims to compare the concept of Westernization in the intellectual literature of
Iranian intellectuals in the case of Dariush Shaygan and Jalal Al-Ahmad in order to understand
the root of the differences in their views, and in it, while analyzing the attitude of Al-Ahmad
and Shaygan to this concept, the two different political and philosophical approaches that
govern Iran's intellectuals in the face of the dominance of western culture and civilization on
the Iranian society should be explained and their strategies to get rid of this situation should
be evaluated and compared. Analytical-comparative method has been considered in this
research, and by applying it, it has been tried to analyze the concept of westernization in the
intellectual literature of these two intellectuals and examine the relationship between their
intellectual origins and intellectual literature and the basic distinction between them. The main
finding of this research indicates that the main difference between the concept of
Westernization of Al-Ahmad and Shaygan's thought is rooted in their different philosophical
and political approach in examining the relationship between modern western civilization and
non-European civilizations. The general result shows that Al-Ahmad's political and economic
approach has led to the post-colonial use of the concept of Westernization, while Shaygan's
philosophical view, which is based on the ontological critique of modernity, has led his views
to post-modern attitudes.
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1. Introduction

Westernization was raised at a time when the issue of Iran's confrontation with the West
and, in general, the issue of modernity was one of the prominent issues of Iranian society.

(Qaysari, 2004: 145-146) The concept of Westernization was one of the most important
theoretical achievements of Iranian intellectuals, which was influential in the field of
Iranian thought and culture for decades, and the remarkable point was the distinctions of
this concept in the literature of different intellectuals who analyzed intellectualism. And the
cultural situation and the relationship of Iranian society with modernity around this concept.
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Jalal Al-Ahmed and Dariush Shaygan are two examples of important figures of Iranian
intellectuals whose views on the concept of Westernization and the relationship between
Iranian society and Western modernity cannot be ignored. Although both of them borrowed
this concept from Ahmed Fardid. But their attitude in this regard was completely different.

The main question of the current research is that what is the main difference between the
concept of westernization in the thought of Al-Ahmad and Shaygan? The main hypothesis
of this research is based on the fact that Al-Ahmed uses the concept of Westernization in
its political meaning and in response to the political and economic domination of the
colonial powers of the West, while Shaygan uses the concept of Westernization in
describing the ontological domination of European modernity over non-European (Eastern)
societies and The destruction of its spiritual heritage is used.

2. Methodology

The method used in this research is the comparative method, which is one of the common
methods in the human sciences, which overcomes the basic problems and bottlenecks
related to the problem of essentialism and the adaptation of social and human phenomena
in all cultures and religions in order to clarify the dimensions The studied phenomenon
provides the possibility of criticizing and judging it again; And it opens the way for dialogue
and interaction between cultures. Currently, in the humanities and social sciences, the
comparative method is based on activating and fluidizing the mind of human history, and
it is considered one of the common and basic intellectual methods: "This method is
basically based on the philosophy that the truth in the whole world, history, Society and
nature are manifested. Therefore, in order to move towards the truth, we must confront each
other with the historical data of the human mind in a floating form so that new points can
emerge. In this way, the comparative method is one of the ways to generate new mental
data and advance human society in the future. This method can continuously pose problems
for the future and generate new subjective data. (Sadeghi Shahpar, 2008: 77-76)

3.Findings

Al-Ahmad tries to present the consequences and damages of this situation to his audience
as a serious warning and a basic threat. Westernization is a negative concept in his
intellectual literature, which is a sign of a kind of disease in our life and culture, and the
suffix "Westernization" in it indicates its pathological nature, in other words, it has
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originality and is hidden from the essence that was on this side; Basically, our past culture
has become ill due to this connection. (Ashuri, 1997: 135-134)

Shaygan's criticism of the non-existent foundations of Western civilization does not mean
negating the capabilities of this civilization, and he considers Western culture to be the
most dynamic, innovative and at the same time the most tragic human culture. (Shaygan,
1994: 37) But what is important in Shaygan's view of the West is the relationship between
Western and Eastern civilizations. For him, this relationship is a kind of passive
intellectual, cultural and civilizational imitation and submission of the Eastern societies,
which has been unconsciously established and has put the Eastern societies in a situation
that Shaygan calls "Westernization". This situation means ignorance towards the West,
I.e. lack of familiarity with the dominant elements of thought, which is ultimately the
most dominant and aggressive way of worldview in the world. (Shaygan, 1977: 51)

4. Discussion and conclusion

A comparative study of the views of Shaygan and Al-Ahmad on the concept of
Westernization shows that the main difference in the views of these intellectuals is in the
way this concept is used. Al-Ahmad uses this concept in its political meaning and in
response to the political and economic dominance of the colonial powers, while for the
proponents of this concept, it represents the ontological dominance of Western modernity
over Eastern societies and the destruction of spirituality as a central element of the culture
of these societies.

The difference in their application is rooted in the difference in their approach. Al-Ahmad
is basically a political intellectual with a Marxist intellectual background, for whom the
element of politics and economics and the subject of colonialism and imperialism are of
great importance as the main indicator of the distinction between Western and Eastern
societies. While Shaygan is a thinker who grew up in the context of philosophical literature
and basically his approach to various categories, especially the relationship between East
and West, is also philosophical and naturally the ontological nature of civilization and
culture is considered a priority for him. In his view, the nature of politics and economy is
considered a function of the ontological foundations of societies. This distinction can be
seen in the intellectual literature as well as in their target audience. Al-Ahmad, due to the
general nature of his literary policy, has a journalistic and superficial, popular and popular
literature, while the language of Shaygan is philosophical and deep and has complex
philosophical and cultural references, which is suitable for specific audiences.
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