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The Islamic Revolution of Iran was one of the most significant political and social
developments of the twentieth century. It emerged in the context of the political, cultural,
and moral crises that characterized the Pahlavi era. This study examines the causes of the
Islamic Revolution from the perspective of Mohammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi, using Thomas
Spragens’ crisis theory as its analytical framework. It employs qualitative documentary
analysis and draws on primary sources, including Misbah Yazdi’s written works and public
speeches. The analysis applies the four stages of Spragens’ crisis theory, namely, diagnosing
the crisis, analyzing its causes, envisioning an ideal society, and proposing solutions, to
examine the structure of Mishah Yazdi’s political thought. The findings show that Misbah
Yazdi regarded the rule of the Pahlavi regime as the fundamental crisis facing Iranian
society. He attributed this crisis to political authoritarianism, anti religious policies, cultural
corruption, and the spread of secular and non Islamic ideologies. From his perspective, the
Islamic Revolution constituted a comprehensive response to these crises and an attempt to
reconstruct society on the basis of Islamic values and teachings. He envisioned the ideal
society as one established through religious government, the implementation of Islamic
laws, and the cultivation of individuals committed to monotheistic principles. Key elements
of his political thought, including the absolute guardianship of the Islamic jurist, known as
Wilayat al Fagih, opposition to secularism, criticism of Marxism, and rejection of religious
pluralism, were largely formulated in opposition to competing intellectual currents. The
study concludes that, despite certain initial limitations, Spragens’ methodology provides a
useful framework for the systematic analysis of contemporary Islamic thought. It also
demonstrates how this framework can clarify the relationship between historical crises and
the political and social solutions proposed by intellectual figures.

Taghut, Wilayat al-Faqih.
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Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran represents one of the most significant political and social
developments of the twentieth century, instigating profound transformations in the country’s
governance, cultural paradigms, and intellectual structures. This revolution went beyond the mere
overthrow of an autocratic regime; it reflected deep-seated identity and spiritual crises within a
society characterized by normative disorientation in its encounter with modern Western
civilization, alongside the acute pressures of political despotism and structural inequality.

Within this context, Thomas Spragens’ crisis theory provides a robust conceptual framework for
analyzing the genesis and trajectory of the Islamic Revolution. Spragens conceptualizes a crisis as
a state of acute disorder or structural vulnerability in which established normative patterns and
institutional cohesion are fundamentally destabilized.

From the perspective of Ayatollah Mohammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi, the crisis of taghut
(illegitimate, tyrannical rule) was not merely a political phenomenon, but an ontological and moral
malaise that alienated society from its divine nature and fostered dependence on secular and
materialistic paradigms. In his view, this condition resulted from the hegemony of non-religious
governance systems and the systematic marginalization of Islamic principles. Consequently, the
Islamic Revolution represented not only a reaction against authoritarianism and systemic injustice,
but also a transformative endeavor to restore divine order and reconstruct society upon the
foundation of revelatory teachings.

From this perspective, Misbah Yazdi maintained that overcoming such profound societal
dislocation necessitated an internal moral transformation of individuals alongside a thorough
reform of the intellectual foundations of the community. He argued that structural or political
alterations alone were insufficient without intellectual revitalization, cultural reform, and the
cultivation of individuals grounded in monotheistic principles (tawhid), all of which he regarded
as prerequisites for realizing an authentic Islamic civilization. Contemporary sociological
scholarship similarly indicates that societies seeking to regenerate their normative systems must
prioritize the restoration of public morality and the institutionalization of core ethical values.
Accordingly, Misbah Yazdi’s framework, centered on intellectual and spiritual cultivation,
provides not merely a political strategy, but a comprehensive program for the renewal of religious
identity and cultural vitality. Drawing upon Spragens’ crisis theory and Misbah Yazdi’s intellectual
framework, this article analyzes the Islamic Revolution as a systematic response to the crisis of
taghut. The analysis illustrates how the revolution articulated a coherent alternative grounded in
spirituality and divine revelation, thereby initiating a fundamental transformation in the historical
trajectory of contemporary Iran.

Methodology

This study investigates Mohammad Taqgi Misbah Yazdi’s perspective on the causes of the Islamic
Revolution through a qualitative documentary approach situated within the framework of Thomas
Spragens’ crisis theory. Data collection relied on archival and documentary research involving
primary sources, including Misbah Yazdi’s published books, scholarly treatises, recorded lectures,
and public interviews.
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In the data analysis phase, his political thought was reconstructed by operationalizing Spragens’
four-stage methodology: observation of political disorder, diagnosis of underlying causes,
conceptualization of the reconstructed ideal order, and prescription for political action. This
methodological framework facilitates a systematic analysis of the internal logic of Misbah Yazdi’s
discourse, elucidating the relationship between the sociopolitical crises of the Pahlavi era and his
proposed restorative paradigms. To ensure analytical rigor and validity, the emerging themes were
triangulated against the broader historical context and evaluated through the internal coherence of
his intellectual corpus.

Findings

The findings of this study demonstrate that Mohammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi’s interpretation of the
Islamic Revolution is fundamentally rooted in his critical diagnosis of the intellectual, moral, and
political crises of Iranian society under the Pahlavi monarchy. Structured around Thomas
Spragens’ four-stage model, the primary findings are summarized below:

1. Observation of the Crisis:
Misbah Yazdi identified the overarching crisis of Iranian society under the Pahlavi regime as the

crisis of taghut (illegitimate and tyrannical governance). In his assessment, this crisis threatened
not only institutional governance but also the religious consciousness and the intrinsic, divine
nature (fitrah) of society. He viewed this societal malaise as stemming from the hegemony of
Westernized paradigms, the systematic spread of secularism, and alienation from divine values.

2. Diagnosis of the Causes:
He attributed the crisis to several interrelated causal factors, most notably political autocracy, state

sponsored anti-religious policies, intellectual and cultural penetration by Western secular
modernity, and structural dependency. These dynamics eroded public morality and undermined the
Islamic foundations of Iranian society.

3. Reconstruction of the Ideal Order:
In Misbah Yazdi’s political philosophy, the ideal society is grounded in divine sovereignty,

spiritual elevation, and social justice. Such an order is characterized by a governance apparatus
derived from revelatory sources, where both civic institutions and individual conduct are guided
by monotheistic (tawhidic) and ethical principles.

4. Prescriptions for Remedy:
To overcome the crisis, Misbah Yazdi proposed the establishment of a comprehensive Islamic

political system centered on the doctrine of the guardianship of the Islamic jurist (velayat-e fagih),
coupled with the spiritual and intellectual transformation of the individual. He asserted that
institutional and political changes remain ineffective without profound moral reform.
Consequently, religious education, cultural regeneration, and the consolidation of faith represent
indispensable pillars for realizing a renewed Islamic civilization.

Taken together, these findings reveal that in Misbah Yazdi’s discourse, the Islamic Revolution
constituted a multifaceted response to the crisis of taghut. His paradigm for societal reconstruction
transcended mere regime transition, prioritizing human ontological transformation and the
revitalization of revelatory norms.
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Conclusion

Thomas Spragens’ methodology provides a rigorous and comprehensive analytical model for
examining, interpreting, and reconstructing political theories. Structured upon four systematic
stages, observing political disorder, diagnosing its underlying causes, conceptualizing the
reconstructed ideal order, and formulating prescriptive solutions, this model establishes a coherent
heuristic framework. Such an approach not only illuminates the internal logic of political thought,
but also facilitates nuanced comparative analysis across diverse intellectual traditions.

Applying this methodological framework to the thought of Mohammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi
demonstrates that his critique of the Pahlavi era was grounded in a systematic diagnosis of
multifaceted political, social, and cultural crises. In his formulation, the crisis of taghut (illegitimate
and tyrannical governance) in Iran was driven primarily by authoritarianism, state sponsored
secularization, moral and cultural decay, the institutional promotion of un-Islamic symbols, and
the hegemony of materialistic ideologies. In response to this existential and structural dislocation,
Misbah Yazdi argued for the imperative of societal return to authentic Islamic principles and the
revitalization of religious identity. He conceptualized the ideal social order through the
institutionalization of divine sovereignty and the establishment of an Islamic system of governance.
Consequently, he interpreted the Islamic Revolution not merely as a structural regime change, but
as a comprehensive, normative response to societal crises and a purposeful movement toward
divine ideals.

Furthermore, this study demonstrates that Spragens’ framework is not limited to the analysis of
Western or classical political philosophy; it exhibits the hermeneutic flexibility required to analyze
non-Western and contemporary Islamic political discourses. Utilizing this model allows scholars
in political science to unveil the internal discursive coherence of political ideas, thereby attaining
a more integrated understanding of sociopolitical phenomena. It also clarifies the dialectical
relationship between historical structural crises and the theoretical paradigms formulated by
political thinkers.Ultimately, examining Misbah Yazdi’s discourse through Spragens’
methodology highlights the foundational role of religious principles and metaphysical convictions
in driving political transformation. In his intellectual system, religion functions not only as the
bedrock of collective cultural identity, but also as a strategic and transformative force that directs
society toward justice, political autonomy, and spiritual realization.
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