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This research aims to bridge a critical gap in the literature by developing a grounded
theory regarding the social agency of women within the intellectual framework of
Ayatollah Khamenei. Employing a systematic Grounded Theory approach through
the processes of open, axial, and selective coding, the study analyzes all public
statements and pronouncements by the Supreme Leader concerning women from
1989 to 2025 (1368-1404 SH). The findings are synthesized into a paradigmatic
model in which the central phenomenon is identified as the ‘Identity- and Family-
Centric Social Agency of the Muslim Woman.” This phenomenon is shaped by
various causal conditions, including religious and revolutionary obligations,
national developmental imperatives, and the mandate for identity-building, all of
which are situated within the context of the Islamic value system and revolutionary
discourse. Furthermore, the model accounts for intervening factors such as the
influence of dominant Western feminist discourses, societal misinterpretations, and
inconsistent executive policies. Key strategies identified in response to these
dynamics include the protection of religious identity, intelligent management of
multiple roles, engagement in spheres aligned with innate nature and societal needs,
collective revolutionary agency, and ideological resistance. These strategies yield
multidimensional outcomes at the individual, familial, social, and civilizational
levels. Ultimately, this research demonstrates that Ayatollah Khamenei’s
perspective constitutes a coherent and pragmatic ideological system that is capable
of offering a robust alternative civilizational model beyond mere description.
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Introduction

In the post-revolutionary Iranian context, women’s social agency is defined by a distinctive ‘Third
Model,” which seeks to transcend the binary of traditionalism and Western consumerism. Although
Ayatollah Khamenei’s ideological framework provides the foundational discourse for this model,
previous empirical studies have remained largely descriptive, focusing on the descriptive scope of
women’s roles rather than explaining their underlying structures and mechanisms. This study
addresses this scholarly lacuna by applying a Grounded Theory methodology to Ayatollah
Khamenei’s public statements spanning 1989 to 2025. The ultimate objective is to establish a
robust paradigmatic model that elucidates the causal conditions, intervening variables, strategic
responses, and subsequent outcomes of women’s social agency within this framework.

Research Objective: To identify and explain the structural model of women’s agency as
articulated within Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system.

Main Research Question: What constitutes the governing model of women’s social agency within
Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system?"

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design aimed at generating an original, empirically
grounded theory. The primary methodological framework relies on the systematic approach of
Grounded Theory as formulated by Strauss and Corbin (1998). In contrast to deductive approaches
that aim to test pre-existing hypotheses, grounded theory seeks to inductively construct a theoretical
model systematically derived from empirical data regarding the central social phenomenon,
specifically the social agency of Muslim women within the discourse of Ayatollah Khamenei. The
resulting conceptual framework delineates the core category alongside its associated causal
conditions, contextual factors, intervening conditions, action strategies, and consequential
outcomes. The corpus of data comprises all public statements, speeches, written messages, and
official proceedings delivered by Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei from the inception of his
leadership in 1989 through 2025 that address women’s agency and their social roles. For
comprehensive data collection, full textual transcripts retrieved from verified official repositories,
including the official information center of his office, were utilized as the primary sources for
systematic analysis.

Findings

The core category identified through this analysis is defined as the ‘Identity-Oriented, Duty-Bound,
and Family-Centered Social Agency of the Iranian Woman.’ This central phenomenon is driven by
a constellation of causal conditions, encompassing religious and revolutionary imperatives,
national developmental necessities, the normative mission of exemplar-based identity formation,
and historical precedent. These dynamics are situated within specific contextual conditions, notably
the institutionalization of Islamic values and legal principles, the prevailing atmosphere of cultural
confrontation and ideological influence, and the broader discursive parameters of the Islamic
Revolution. Concurrently, several intervening conditions either facilitate or impede this agency,
including the pervasive influence of dominant Western feminist discourses, internal societal
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misconceptions, and misaligned executive policies. In response to these conditions, strategic
actions focus on preserving religious identity and moral boundaries, the intelligent calibration of
multiple social roles, channeling participation into arenas congruent with innate human disposition
and societal priorities, fostering collective revolutionary activism, and upholding rigorous
intellectual demarcation. Ultimately, the enactment of these strategies produces transformative
outcomes across individual, familial, societal, and civilizational dimensions.

Conclusion

This study utilizes Grounded Theory to construct an original qualitative model regarding the social
agency of Iranian women within the intellectual system of Ayatollah Khamenei. The systematic
analytical process culminates in a comprehensive paradigmatic framework conceptualized as the
‘Identity-Oriented, Duty-Bound, and Family-Centered Social Agency of the Iranian Woman,’
explicating the relational dynamics among structural and contextual factors. The emerging theory
demonstrates that the normative agency envisioned in his discourse represents an integrated,
multidimensional phenomenon driven by principal causal conditions, namely religious and
revolutionary imperatives, national developmental necessities, and the overarching mission of
exemplar-based identity formation. This agency is situated within the normative framework of the
Islamic value system and revolutionary discourse, while concurrently navigating interfering
conditions such as dominant Western feminist paradigms, internal misconceptions, misaligned
policy implementations, and systematic cultural confrontation. In response to this dynamic milieu,
female actors alongside family and societal institutions implement five interrelated strategic
orientations: preserving religious identity and moral boundaries, the intelligent calibration of
multiple roles, prioritizing domains congruent with innate human disposition and societal needs,
mobilizing collective revolutionary engagement, and maintaining rigorous intellectual
demarcation. The strategic operationalization of these mechanisms generates transcendent
outcomes across four interconnected tiers, encompassing personal elevation and dignity restoration
at the individual level, familial consolidation and generational nurturing at the domestic level,
social rectification and systemic progress at the societal level, and demonstrating institutional
efficacy while projecting an alternative model at the civilizational level.
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