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Analyzing the social thought of Muslim thinkers is pivotal to identifying the
indigenous potentials of Islamic social sciences. In this context, Mirza Mohammad
Hasan Shirazi stands out as one of the most influential jurists (fugaha) and religious
authorities (maraji ) of the modern era, whose socio-political initiatives offer fertile
ground for reconstructing an authentic social theory. This study aims to delineate
and reconstruct the dimensions of Mirza Shirazi’s social thought by drawing on his
lived historical experience, specifically through two pivotal milestones: his
migration to Samarra and the issuance of the Tobacco Boycott Fatwa. Employing
a foundational-interpretive methodology, the research identifies and systematizes
the epistemic and non-epistemic factors shaping his thought. The findings reveal
that Shirazi’s social thought is rooted in epistemic pillars such as the Ustli-Ijtihadt
tradition and a conception of religious authority as the institutional continuation of
the Infallibles’ mission. Concurrently, this thought crystallized through dynamic
engagement with the non-epistemic realities of his era, notably institutional
stagnation within the hawza, sectarian fragmentation, and colonial encroachment.
Ultimately, his social thought unfolds across three core dimensions: institutional
reform of the seminary, fostering social unity among Muslims, and resisting
colonial hegemony. Together, these elements form a coherent framework aimed at
safeguarding the identity of the Islamic Ummah and revitalizing its socio-
civilizational agency in the face of modern challenges.
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Introduction

This study investigates the social thought of Mirza Mohammad Hasan Shirazi, a preeminent Shia
jurist of the thirteenth century AH / nineteenth century CE, whose profound impact on the socio-
political fabric of the Islamic world crystallized through two decisive historical milestones: his
migration to Samarra and the issuance of the Tobacco Boycott Fatwa. Although these actions
appeared on the surface as situational jurisprudential rulings and managerial decisions, they were
grounded in an underlying socio-normative logic that provides fertile ground for reconstructing his
implicit social theory. The central research question is: How can Mirza Shirazi’s social thought be
systematically delineated through historical evidence, and what are its core constituent elements?
Accordingly, this study aims to reconstruct his social thought as an actionable, praxis-oriented
framework. The significance of this research lies in its novel systematic approach, demonstrating
how his social framework can address contemporary challenges in the Islamic world, including
identity crises, sectarian fragmentation, and foreign hegemony.

A substantial body of literature has documented the life and socio-political legacy of Mirza Shirazi.
Foundational biographical accounts, such as Hadiyyat al-Razi ila al-Imam al-Mujaddid al-Shirazi
(Tehrani, 1968), offer comprehensive historical details yet lack a dedicated analysis of his
conceptual social thought. Other studies have addressed specific facets of his praxis from varied
perspectives. For instance, Madani (1992) examines the Tobacco Fatwa with an emphasis on the
consolidation of Marja iyya as a centralized institution. Rezania Shirazi and Dana (2023) analyze
the fatwa through the lens of sociology of religion, evaluating the functional efficacy of religious
rulings amid rapid social transformations. Focusing on his institutional impact, Tabataba’i-Far
(2023) investigates the structural dynamics of the Samarra seminary and its distinct political
posture. Historical inquiries, such as those by Ghadimi Qeydari and Keshavarz Beyzaei (2018),
examine the causes and educational consequences of his relocation to Samarra, highlighting his
reconciliatory orientation. Furthermore, Darabi (2013) underscores the dimension of Taqrib (inter-
sectarian rapprochement) within the Samarra school, while Derakhsheh and Kazemi (2017)
analyze Shirazi’s political thought through the conceptual lens of power, emphasizing the
illegitimacy of autocratic rule and the socio-political guardianship of jurists.

Despite these valuable contributions, existing literature remains predominantly event-oriented,
biographical, or focused solely on isolated political aspects. The distinct contribution and
originality of the present study lie in systematically formulating and reconstructing Mirza Shirazi’s
overarching social thought through a foundational methodology, thereby unveiling its latent
theoretical layers and articulating a coherent tripartite framework centered on safeguarding the
identity of the Islamic Ummah.

Methodology

This study utilizes the “Foundational Methodology” (Parsania, 2013) as its theoretical framework.
This methodological approach posits that scientific and social theories emerge through the interplay
of two primary dimensions: first, epistemic foundations, which encompass ontological,
anthropological, and epistemological premises logically linked to the internal structure of the
theory; and second, non-epistemic contexts, which comprise the historical, socio-cultural, and
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political conditions that constitute the formative background for the theory’s emergence. Within
this analytical architecture, Mirza Shirazi’s social thought is conceptualized as an applied
normative-scientific theory. The empirical historical data concerning two decisive milestones of
his career, namely the migration to Samarra and the Tobacco Boycott Movement, alongside his
broader socio-political engagements, serve as the primary material for conceptual reconstruction
and analysis.

Findings

he analysis, grounded in the foundational methodology and empirical historical records,
demonstrates that Mirza Shirazi’s social thought emerged from a dynamic interplay between
epistemic foundations and non-epistemic objective contexts.

Epistemic Foundations
His intellectual framework rested on two primary epistemic pillars:

e The Revitalized Usali-Ijtihadr Tradition (Hashemi Shahroudi, 2003): This dynamic
jurisprudential approach endowed the institution of religious authority (Marja ‘iyya) with
the requisite intellectual flexibility and agency for social guidance and mass mobilization.

e The Teleological Conception of Marja iyya as the Institutional Continuity of the
Infallibles’ Mission (Sadr, 2014): Grounded in the doctrine of the Occultation, this
perspective assigned the supreme jurist a divinely ordained social mandate to guide the
Islamic community and address its structural challenges. In practice, this theological
premise materialized into robust institution-building, evident in the founding of the Samarra
seminary, the establishment of transnational financial welfare networks, and wide-ranging
urban development initiatives.

Non-Epistemic Contexts and Manifestations
Shirazi’s social thought crystallized in direct response to three structural crises of his era:

o Institutional Inertia within the Traditional Seminary: The structural stagnation and
pedagogical constraints of the Najaf seminary necessitated his strategic relocation to
Samarra. In this new setting, he implemented systematic institutional reforms, including
orienting the curriculum toward contemporary societal challenges, prioritizing foundational
socio-political texts such as the Treatise of Malik al-Ashtar ( ‘Ahdnamah), training socially
engaged scholars such as Akhund Khorasani and Mirza Na’ini, patronizing applied
scholarship, and dispatching missionary networks across Islamic territories.

o Sectarian Fragmentation and Social Discord: To mitigate inter-communal friction in
demographically mixed environments like Samarra, he pursued a deliberate strategy of
inter-sectarian rapprochement (7aqrib). This policy was concretely expressed through the
allocation of educational stipends to Sunni scholars and students, the preservation of local
Sunni custodianship over the Askariyyayn Shrine, the strict prohibition of provocative
sectarian behavior, and the calculated management of communal tensions, including his
legendary forbearance following the tragic loss of his son, thereby thwarting colonial
divide-and-rule schemes.
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e Colonial Encroachment and the Erosion of Sovereignty: The escalating hegemony of
imperial powers, particularly Great Britain, coupled with the systemic fragility of the Qajar
state, compelled him into decisive political resistance. This resistance culminated in the
nationwide mobilization triggered by the Tobacco Boycott Fatwa. Notably, while this
movement dismantled foreign economic subjugation, it was governed by a high degree of
political prudence that consciously avoided the outright collapse of central governance in
order to avert national fragmentation or foreign military occupation, illustrating a deeply
calculated and holistic political rationality.

Conclusion

By employing the foundational methodology, this study has systematically reconstructed and
formulated the social thought of Mirza Shirazi. The findings demonstrate that his social thought
represents an integrated, multidimensional framework anchored in the overarching principle of
“safeguarding the identity of the Islamic Ummah.” This framework is concretely articulated across
three interdependent domains: the institutional reform of the seminary, the consolidation of intra-
Islamic social cohesion, and active anti-colonial resistance.

This conceptual reconstruction illuminates the intrinsic, organic link between the epistemic
foundations of his worldview and his strategic praxis within specific historical contexts. Far from
being a purely retrospective historical exercise, this model, defined by its normative grounding and
practical rationality, offers profound theoretical and practical insights for contemporary Islamic
societies navigating structural crises of cultural identity, sectarian polarization, and external
hegemony. Consequently, it provides robust conceptual tools for revitalizing internal cohesion,
reconstructing religious-institutional authority, and sustaining an independent civilizational
identity.

For future scholarly inquiry, expanding this framework through comparative analyses between
Mirza Shirazi’s social paradigm and the reformist models of other prominent nineteenth- and
twentieth-century figures across the Muslim world would offer valuable insights into the evolution
of modern Islamic social and political thought.
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