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Introduction

Problem statement: The main issue of this research is how a modern concept such as democracy,
which grew in the context of liberal ideas of thinkers such as John Locke, has found the ability to
be redefined in the system of traditional Islamic knowledge such as jurisprudence and practical
wisdom. And more importantly, what impact has the different context of traditional knowledge
such as political jurisprudence and practical wisdom had on the nature of the political thought of
these thinkers in presenting political models of religious democracy in the face of the idea of liberal
democracy.

Purpose: The aim of this research is to examine and compare the relationship between religion and
democracy in the political thought of Davoud Feirahi and Mehdi Haeri Yazdi in order to clarify on
what epistemological, jurisprudential, and political philosophical foundations each of these two
thinkers has used to explain the possibility or limits of the compatibility of religion with democracy.
This research also attempts to analyze their theoretical commonalities and differences in areas such
as democracy, political legitimacy, the role of Sharia, freedom, and public participation, and
ultimately, to present a more accurate picture of the capacities of Islamic political thought in the
face of modern concepts of governance.

Questions /Hypothesis: The main question of the present study is: What consequences has the
distinction between political jurisprudence and practical wisdom in the thought of Fayrhi and Ha'eri
Yazdi had in presenting a democratic model of religious political thought? The main hypothesis of
the study is that in the Fayrhi jurisprudential approach, the interaction of religion and politics is
centered on the redefinition of jurisprudential ijtihad based on everyday necessities and modern
rationality, while in the Ha'eri Yazdi jurisprudential approach, reason and public consent constitute
the main basis of legitimate government.

Background: The research that has been conducted so far on the concept of the relationship between
religion and democracy in the thought of Feirahi and Ha'eri has been less comparative and has
mostly described, analyzed, and criticized them independently. Of course, some of these critics,
such as Seyyed Javad Tabataba'i, have criticized and examined the views of both thinkers
separately. Some, such as Seyyed Sadeq Haghighat and Abdul Wahab Farati, have criticized only
Feirahi's views on democratic jurisprudence. Critics, such as Mohammad Momin Qomi and
Davood Mahdavizadegan, challenge Ha'eri Yazdi's view by citing jurisprudential and
philosophical foundations.

Methodology

The method used in this research is of a comparative analytical type. This method is based on
comparison to identify the similarities and differences between the two theories. In this method,
while examining the main foundations and claims of these two theories and their results, their
commonalities and differences are analyzed, and then a comparative model of these two theories
is presented. The documentary method has also been used to collect information. In this way,
regarding the views of Fayrhi and Haeri Yazdi, articles and books published by these authors
themselves or reputable research works on them have been used.
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Research findings

1- The most important common ground between them should be sought in the three issues of the
inherent right of the people to sovereignty, the criticism of historical monarchies, and the place of
the social contract in the history of Islam. Both of them consider the right to sovereignty to be a
natural and inherent thing for the general public. Their belief in the right to sovereignty of the
people has led them to consider historical monarchies as illegitimate forms of political power based
on power and inheritance. Both of them emphasize the social contract and believe that allegiance
has been a kind of political contract between the people and the ruler since the beginning of Islam.
2- The difference in the different theoretical foundations of the two theories is rooted in the
distinction between political jurisprudence and practical wisdom. Feirahi's theoretical basis in the
discussion of democracy is based on the centrality of political jurisprudence. While Haeri Yazdi
has a philosophical approach to politics and believes that political and governmental concepts can
be proposed in the realm of practical reason.

3- Another fundamental distinction between the two theories is their methodology.Feirahi uses the
method of historical and jurisprudential analysis. However, Haeri’s method is completely different.
He has used a philosophical basis in order to justify political power, and the use of jurisprudential
examples such as common ownership is merely to explain his theory.

4- The basis of political legitimacy is another significant difference between the two theories.
Feirahi believes that legitimacy in Islam is not simply divine, but rather the product of the
interaction of power, knowledge, and historical interpretation of texts. And on this basis, he
considers the distinction between right and ruling as the key to entering democratic jurisprudence;
because in his view, right belongs to the people and ruling is the means of regulating it. While
Haeri Yazdi has a completely different approach to political legitimacy and considers it to be the
result of the agency based on the natural ownership of citizens over the land where they live.

5- The relationship between religion and politics is another fundamental difference between the
two theories.Feirahi believes in the interaction of religion and politics and believes that in Islam,
politics is not considered as an independent matter from religion, but as part of the religious social
order; Haeri Yazdi, however, believes in the relative separation of religion from politics and, in his
belief, religion is for the purification of the soul and happiness in the hereafter, not for the
management of political and social affairs; this is the duty of practical reason.

6- The last point of difference between the two theories is related to the way they deal with the
theory of the guardianship of the jurist. Feirahi believes that the guardianship of the jurist, if
considered as a guardianship over Islamic society, must be compatible with the rational and
participatory mechanisms of the modern state.Meanwhile, Haeri Yazdi, by explicitly criticizing
and rejecting the theory of the guardianship of the jurist in the field of politics and government,
explicitly states that the guardianship of the jurist, if it means government, requires that the jurist
inherently and without the consent of the people have the right to take control of their affairs; and
this is incompatible with the principles of practical reason and the natural rights of humans
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Conclusion

The study shows that they are seriously concerned with democracy and both are trying to formulate
a model of the relationship between religion and democracy in accordance with religious teachings
and the requirements of the modern world. Both theories, while having commonalities such as
paying attention to the natural and inherent right of sovereignty for the people, criticizing historical
monarchies as illegitimate forms of government, and paying attention to the issue of allegiance as
a kind of social contract in early Islam, also have important differences. Political jurisprudence is
rooted in revelation and religious texts (the Quran, Sunnah, consensus, jurisprudential reason) and
is based on Sharia and derives legitimacy from the divinity of the rulings. Its goal is to determine
the religious obligation of political action, while practical wisdom is rooted in philosophical reason
and human experience and is based on the rational recognition of good and right. It derives
legitimacy from reason and human expediency, not necessarily from revelation, and its goal is to
realize the good, justice, and human happiness.Political jurisprudence, due to its adherence to the
text, is usually less flexible and specifies the minimum and boundaries of the Sharia. However,
practical wisdom, due to its reliance on reason and expediency, is more flexible and dependent on
the conditions of time and place; and within it, the best and most efficient way of governance can
be proposed.
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