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Abdollah Javadi Amoli holds a prominent position in contemporary Islamic
thought, having produced extensive and multifaceted works across theology and
political philosophy. This study examines the relationship between Islam and
political participation within his intellectual framework. Utilizing Quentin
Skinner’s intentionalist-contextualist hermeneutic method, this paper posits that
Javadi Amoli, situated within both traditional Islamic jurisprudence and the
discourse of modern political philosophy, theorizes popular political participation
as dynamic, extensive, and normative, anchored in ontological covenants and
sociopolitical contracts. Critiquing strictly secular paradigms, he posits that
participation extends beyond mere power struggles and partisan competition,
being inherently guided by collective rationality, dynamic ijtihad, and ethical
imperatives. The findings reveal that Javadi Amoli delineates two distinct yet
complementary spheres: the divine domain (Amr-Allah) and public affairs (Amr
al-Nas), wherein the latter affords exhaustive popular agency and systemic
oversight (al-Amr bi-I-Ma ‘ruf wa al-Nahy ‘an al-Munkar). Furthermore, while
popular consent is indispensable for the operationalization and sustained
legitimacy of religious governance, categorically precluding authoritarian
coercion, rational and faith-based engagement serves as a benchmark for good
governance. This participation legitimately operates across non-prescriptive
socio-political domains, areas of religious permissibility (mubahat), and
administrative decision-making, thereby conceptualizing political participation as
an integral pillar of governance rather than a secondary formality.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Abdollah Javadi Amoli is among the most prominent contemporary Islamic thinkers, offering
profound, systematic, and influential contributions across various domains of political philosophy
and wisdom (hikmah), particularly within political theology. His extensive corpus not only
demonstrates substantive methodological and conceptual rigor, but also expands the horizon of
contemporary Islamic political thought. Focusing on his political philosophy—specifically the
domain of political agency—this study investigates the relationship between Islam and political
participation within his intellectual system through the lens of Quentin Skinner’s intentionalist-
contextualist hermeneutics, adjusted for the Islamic epistemic framework. The central research
question asks: How is the relationship between Islam and political participation conceptualized
within Javadi Amoli’s political theology?

The research hypothesis posits that Javadi Amoli, critically examining both subjective intentions
and objective sociopolitical contexts alongside the prevailing norms of tradition and modernity,
reinterprets political participation into an integrated, synthetic framework. Within this paradigm,
political participation is deemed dynamic, normative, and anchored in sociopolitical compacts
and covenants. Rather than functioning as an exhaustive or self-contained end, participation
constitutes an essential process for actualizing justice and institutionalizing public oversight
within the Islamic governance model. By foregrounding notions such as civic supervision,
enjoining the good and forbidding the wrong (al-Amr bi-lI-Ma ‘ruf wa al-Nahy ‘an al-Munkar),
and explicitly negating authoritarian coercion, he situates participation within a moral,
theological, and rational matrix—one wherein citizens are not passive recipients of canonical
injunctions, but active agents in constructing a legitimate political order.

Methodology

his study adopts Quentin Skinner’s contextualist-hermeneutic approach to analyze political
participation in the thought of Javadi Amoli. Occupying a middle ground between purely
textualist and strictly contextualist paradigms, this author-centered method focuses on linguistic
conventions, historical contexts, and authorial intention. Appropriately adapted to the
epistemological context of Islamic jurisprudence and theology, this methodology serves as a
robust analytical framework for decoding Javadi Amoli’s political discourse and assessing his
strategic conceptual interventions within contemporary political debates.

Findings

Javadi Amoli’s conceptualization of political participation reflects a dynamic and critical
synthesis of traditional Islamic jurisprudence (ijtihad) and modern political theory. Grounded in
both contextual realities and foundational Islamic norms, his approach reconceptualizes classical
concepts to address modern governance dilemmas. He frames political participation not as a mere
instrumental or procedural mechanism, but as a rational and normative imperative established
upon sociopolitical compacts, essential and evolutionary, yet anchored within transcendental
values.



119 Social Theories of Muslim Thinkers, Volume 16, Issue 2, June 2026

Critiquing interpretations that marginalize the public within the doctrine of the Guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist (Wilayat al-Faqih), Javadi Amoli substantiates popular engagement through the
jurisprudential logic of the “Sphere of Legislative Discretion” (Mantagat al-Faragh) and broader
Sharia principles. In this domain, where canonical texts intentionally refrain from stipulating
fixed, prescriptive rulings, human reason (‘agl), collective deliberation, and empirical experience
serve as legitimate foundations for policymaking, executive decision-making, and public
participation.

Furthermore, by invoking principles such as public accountability, institutional transparency, and
al-Amr bi-1-Ma ‘ruf wa al-Nahy ‘an al-Munkar, he elevates political participation to an obligatory
civic duty. Within this governance structure, authority is bound by ethical and legal
accountability. While the ruling jurist’s legitimacy is tied to justice and piety, the framework
explicitly accommodates constructive criticism, institutional scrutiny, and public accountability
as foundational Islamic responsibilities.

Conclusion

The concept of participation in Javadi Amoli’s thought emerges as a cornerstone of desirable
governance, harmonizing religious normative teachings with collective rationality. By delineating
between the domain of divine legislative command (Amr-Allah) and the domain of public
administration (Amr al-Nas), he situates citizen agency predominantly within Amr al-Nas, where
the community possesses both the legitimate right and the duty of deliberation, monitoring, and
decision-making.

Javadi Amoli’s discourse represents an intellectual reconstruction of civic engagement aimed at
addressing contemporary crises of political legitimacy, ethics, systemic efficiency, and the
modern synthesis of religion and power. In contrast to both authoritarianism and reductionist
secular models, he articulates a model of religious democracy founded on human dignity,
collective responsibility, and institutional consultation (Shura). The core pillars of this theoretical
framework can be summarized as follows:

e Ontological Caliphate: Political agency is grounded in humanity’s divine vicegerency
(Khilafat Allah), positing humans as free, rational, and accountable beings tasked with
establishing justice.

e Teleological Horizon: Political participation transcends narrow utilitarian and partisan
competition, aiming toward transcendental civilizational objectives and ethical
realization.

e Synthesis of Reason and Revelation: Revelation provides foundational principles and
normative guidance, while collective rationality and deliberation govern policy
formulation and public administration.

e Substantive Religious Democracy: A governance paradigm wherein extensive and
genuine popular sovereignty is exercised within the overarching framework of divine
values and ethical standards.
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