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Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli has diverse and numerous works in various aspects of
Research Article religious science, including the fields of theology and politics, which have made him a

prominent figure. (Importance) Accordingly, the main question is what is the type of
relationship between Islam and political participation in Javadi Amoli's view? (Main
question) The hypothesis based on Skinner's hermeneutic method (method) is based on the
premise that, based on the subjective and objective grounds and the customary norms in this
field, Javadi Amoli, in both the modern and traditional perspectives, has positions according
to which people's political participation is dynamic, extensive, and necessary, and based on
covenants and contracts, but not exhaustive. Criticizing the secular perspective, he

Avrticle history: emphasizes the role of rationality, ijtihad, and ethics in guiding political participation, and
Received: 18 August 2025 considers it to be something beyond power relations and party competition. (Hypothesis)
Received in revised form: 29 Accordingly, Javadi Amoli emphasizes the keywords of people's supervision and the well-
December 2025 known and the forbidding of the wrong in order to strengthen political participation; rational,
Accepted: 14 January 2026 religious-based participation is one of the indicators of good governance; in explaining the
Published online: In Press sphere of participation of the Islamic nation in the Islamic system, the two spheres of the

command of Allah and the command of the people are separated from each other, and the
sphere of participation and intervention of the people in the sphere of the command of the
people is complete; religious government is established on the basis of the support of the
people, and without it, the formation and continuation of governance is not possible;
Although the people's consent is an important pillar of the stability of the government, it
must be realistic and free from deception and pretense; if the people do not agree with
religious rule, it is not permissible to impose force on them; the will of the people plays a

Keywords: major role in both the establishment of a religious government and its continuation; political
Political participation, political ~ participation should not lead to “simplicity” and "unlimited and comprehensiveness" in
theology, Javadi Amoli, implementation; the areas of participation include the areas of permissible matters, issues
Amrallah and Amralnas, not derived from religious sources, aspects of obligatory and rational choice, instances of
people's satisfaction, Javadi obligatory and rational choice, and the like that do not directly refer to the Sharia ruling, as
Amoli's political thought. well as the realm of guardianship. (Findings)
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli is one of the most prominent contemporary thinkers in the field
of Islamic humanities who has profound, systematic, and influential views in various fields of
political thought and wisdom, including in the field of political theology. His works in this field
are not only notable in terms of quantity and quality, but also have growing capacities for the
development of Islamic political knowledge from a methodological and conceptual perspective.
The present study, focusing on the analysis of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's political thoughts,
especially in the field of political participation, seeks to explore the relationship between Islam and
political participation in his intellectual system by utilizing Skinner's intentional hermeneutic
method (with adjustments appropriate to the Islamic context). The main question of this research
is how, in Javadi Amoli's view, the type of relationship between Islam and political participation
is explained? The research hypothesis is based on the fact that Javadi Amoli, by observing the
subjective and objective contexts and considering the conventional norms in tradition and
modernity, has reinterpreted the concept of participation and presented a combined perspective.
From his perspective, political participation is necessary, dynamic, and based on social covenant
and contract; but at the same time, it is not final and complete, but rather part of the process of
realizing justice and popular supervision in the Islamic system. By emphasizing concepts such as
public supervision, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and negating the
domination of force, he redefines participation in a moral, religious, and rational framework; a
framework in which people are not only the addressees of Sharia, but also active actors in building
a legitimate political order.

Method

The present study uses Quentin Skinner's hermeneutic approach to analyze political participation
in the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli; an approach that occupies a middle position between
text-centered and context-centered among the different hermeneutic spectrums and is classified as
an author-centered method. This method, with interventions appropriate to the Islamic environment
and the subject of the research, has been used as a theoretical framework for understanding Javadi
Amoli's political discourse

Research findings

Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli's political thought in the field of political participation, as one of
the prominent aspects of his political discourse, represents a dynamic and creative combination of
traditional and modern perspectives. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's view on political participation arises
from the combination of objective and subjective backgrounds as well as careful observation of the
norms prevalent in Islamic tradition and modern thought. With an ijtihadist and innovative
perspective, he has made fundamental discoveries both within the framework of traditional
jurisprudence and theology and in the face of modern concepts of participation. In his view,
political participation is not merely an executive tool, but a rational and religious principle that is
formed on the basis of a social covenant and contract; something necessary and dynamic, but not
final and absolute.
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Javadi Amoli, criticizing views that ignore the role of the people in the system of guardianship of
the jurist, emphasizes the possibility and necessity of the people playing a role in government
affairs based on the logic of the zone of freedom and the principles of Islamic Sharia. The zone of
freedom is an area in which religious texts have not provided any specific obligation or prohibition,
and as a result, reason and human experience can be the basis for decision-making and participation
in political and executive affairs

Relying on key concepts such as “public supervision,” “enjoining what is right and forbidding what
is wrong,” and “public responsibility,” he considers political participation not only permissible but
also obligatory. In this framework, even the Supreme Leader is not exempt from the circle of
enjoining good and forbidding evil; although, due to his inherent justice and piety, he adheres to
divine laws more than others, in the event of a mistake, constructive criticism and reprimands from
members of society are not only permissible, but also a religious and social duty

99 ¢¢

Conclusion

It can be said that the concept of participation in Javadi Amoli's thought has evolved and deepened,
and based on rationality and religious teachings, it has become one of the indicators of desirable
governance in the Islamic system. By distinguishing between "Amrullah” and "Amr al-Nas", he
defines the sphere of participation of the Islamic nation in matters related to "Amr al-Nas"; where
people have the right and duty to intervene, monitor, and make decisions

Javadi Amoli's treatment of the concept of political participation is not only a contextualist
reinterpretation based on Skinner's method, but also an attempt to reconstruct the concept of
participation within the framework of contemporary Islamic discourse, with the aim of responding
to the crises of legitimacy, political ethics, efficiency, and the relationship between religion and
power. Participation in this system is not a tool of power, but a condition for the realization of
religious rule, a manifestation of faith-based authority, and a guarantee of social dynamics. In
contrast to secular and authoritarian models, Javadi Amoli formulates participation based on
honesty, authority, and people's responsibility. Criticizing democratic simplistic views, he
emphasizes the necessity of prudence and solid mechanisms, and introduces the institution of the
council as a rational basis for participation in religious rule. Political participation in Javadi Amoli's
thought is rooted in the divine caliphate of man. Man is a free, rational, and obligated being who
must participate in the realization of justice and the establishment of justice. - Divine finality:
Political participation is not merely for securing individual or collective interests, but for the
realization of divine goals and monotheistic civilization. - The role of reason and revelation:
Reason as a tool for identifying public interests and revelation as a source of guidance, both play a
role in organizing political participation. - Religious democracy: Javadi Amoli defends the model
of religious democracy; that is, people's participation within the framework of divine values and
Sharia.
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