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The issue of gender pluralism is one of the serious challenges facing most societies
today, including our own. This article examines and analyzes two foundational
approaches to defining the human being and explores the implications of these
definitions for understanding sex and gender. It juxtaposes the concept of “rainbow
fluidity,” derived from Judith Butler’s theoretical framework, with the spiritual
trajectory rooted in Transcendent Philosophy (hikmat-e mota‘aliya). Based on this
comparative analysis, the notion of the “Illuminative body” is articulated in contrast
to Butler’s idea of the “rainbow body.” Butler's perspective, by rejecting any
essence for human beings, sees humans as constantly changing and fluidity, in
which both sex and gender are things without substance and this is the product of
performance. This perspective allows for all forms of sexual and gender
multiplicities, viewing any opposition or rejection of these identities as bodily
suppression. In contrast, the Transcendent Philosophy approach emphasizes the
existence of an essence and substance for human beings, considers the human body
as a alert, living, and intelligent reality that moves toward perfection and Within
this process, bodily changes are defined in relation to the essence and totality of
one's being. However, it should be noted that these changes do not negate the
boundaries of being female or male. Thus, multiplicities in gender and embodied
behaviors are formed within a defined and rule-based framework. That is, acquired
conceptual inventions and exist alongside existential realities and are not
independent of them. Therefore, in this article, which employs a qualitative content
analysis method, while the rainbow fluidity approach defines humans as moving
freely and chaotically, the Illuminative Conduct approach defines human
movement within a systematic framework aligned with existential truths. This
relational framework prevents bodily suppression and the imposition of unbridled
changes on the body.
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Introduction

The ontological status of the human being in relation to corporeality remains one of the most
contentious inquiries across diverse philosophical traditions. In contemporary discourse,
characterized by the proliferation of non-binary gender paradigms and the concrete existential
challenges emerging from lived experience, rigorous critical reflection upon the intersections of
embodiment, sex, gender, and human identity has become imperative. This inquiry critically
investigates the human condition through two divergent approaches to corporeality: the anti-
essentialist framework advanced by Judith Butler, which rejects fixed essences and conceives of
human identity through rainbow fluidity and open-ended performative diversity, and the
perspective rooted in Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-i Muta aliyah), which conceptualizes
corporeality through illuminative praxis (Suluk-i Nuri), affirming the psychophysical unity of body
and soul alongside the doctrine of the luminous body.

Methodology

This study employs a comparative, analytical, and critical philosophical methodology. By staging
a rigorous theoretical confrontation between contemporary postmodern post-structuralism and
classical Islamic transcendent metaphysics, it systematically evaluates the epistemological and
ontological premises of both paradigms. Textual analysis and conceptual modeling are utilized to
deconstruct the mechanisms of Butlerian performativity alongside Sadrian ontological gradations
(Tashkik al-Wujud), thereby interrogating how each tradition accounts for bodily variation,
subjective agency, and the normative status of human essence.

Findings and Conceptual Framework

The Anti-Essentialist Paradigm: Performativity and Rainbow Fluidity
Within the anti-essentialist paradigm, human identity is not anchored in any immutable substance

or predetermined metaphysical nature. Sex and gender are not pre-discursive ontological realities
that govern human identity; rather, they are discursively constituted through performativity.
Identity does not precede embodied action; it emerges dynamically through iterative enactments
and institutional citations. The body is therefore not a static container carrying an already
consolidated selfhood, but a mutable field wherein identity is continuously produced, contested,
and resignified. What appears as normative or natural regarding biological sex and gender binaries
is merely the sedimented effect of regulatory discourses and iterative performativity.

Within this framework, rainbow fluidity emerges as a condition wherein corporeality and gender
are completely detached from binary teleologies. It signifies an unrestricted multiplicity of bodily
expressions that resists all forms of metaphysical fixation. The rainbow body functions as a
contingent site of enactment and resignification, open to shifting relationalities in the present
moment, rather than serving as the locus of an enduring ontological truth.

The Transcendent Paradigm: The Luminous Body and Illuminative Praxis
Conversely, Transcendent Philosophy approaches corporeality through the ontological unity of

body and soul (Ittihad-i Nafs wa Badan) and the framework of illuminative praxis. Within this
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metaphysical architecture, the physical body is neither inert matter nor an accidental instrument
alienated from transcendent reality. Though situated within the material domain, the body
participates in the graded hierarchy of being (Maratib al-Wujud), functioning as a luminous
manifestation of spiritual truth.

The luminous body represents a corporeal reality fundamentally illuminated through its substantial
union with the soul and its participation in ontological perfection. Bodily existence is not arbitrary
or entirely contingent; it possesses intrinsic intelligibility grounded in essence, teleology, and
transcendent wisdom. Bodily action is consequently conceptualized not as an empty citation or
groundless repetition, but as an existential motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah) wherein human
agency and physical conduct directly reflect the soul’s orientation toward existential perfection.

Conclusion

The divergence between rainbow fluidity and illuminative conduct reflects an incommensurable
ontological divide concerning the fundamental definition of the human being. While rainbow
fluidity dissolves essence in favor of radical contingency, historical constructivism, and
performative multiplicity, the transcendent perspective integrates bodily multiplicity within a
graded ontological cosmos, affirming both essence and existential coherence. The rainbow body
emerges from the deconstruction of metaphysical foundations, transforming the human condition
into an open site of endless social re-articulation. In stark contrast, the luminous body reclaims
embodiment as an existential vehicle inextricably united with the soul and teleologically directed
toward spiritual and illuminative completion. Ultimately, confronting the rainbow body with the
luminous body illuminates the crucial contemporary choice between understanding human identity
as an ungrounded, fluid performativity or as a meaningful, ontological embodiment anchored in
truth, virtue, and transcendent realization.
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