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Since ancient times, human beings have sought to envision and realize an ideal society in
which justice, spirituality, freedom, and prosperity prevail. Islamic thinkers, unlike some
Western thinkers, do not regard utopia as a purely imaginary matter; rather, they consider it
attainable. Abdolhossein San‘atizadeh Kermani can be considered one of the first utopian
writers in Iran. Examining utopia from his perspective acquaints us with the efforts of an
Iranian thinker to establish a relationship between tradition and modernity. This study,
exploring the ideas of Abdolhossein San‘atizadeh Kermani, seeks to provide a comprehensive
interpretation of utopia within the framework of Iranian-Islamic culture, in order to show that
literature, like philosophy and religion, can serve as an appropriate ground for reconstructing
civilizational horizons. To explain utopia from his viewpoint, methods of narrative analysis,
thematic reading, Spriggans' theoretical model, and the software Maxqda have been
employed. Based on the conducted examinations and the analysis of three prominent works
of Abdolhossein San‘atizadeh Kermani ~-Majma-e Divanegan, Rostam in the 22nd Century,
and Ruzegari ke Gozasht- it can be concluded that utopia, in the view of this Iranian
constitutionalist intellectual, is a society in which the five fundamental pillars of rationality,
justice, freedom, nature, and education function synergistically alongside each other to
provide the foundation for both material and spiritual human development.
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Introduction

The term "utopia™ has always been a key concept for depicting the ideal world among thinkers of various
civilizations (Kianfar & Saremi, 2019: 132). In the era of modernity, thinkers such as Abdolhossein
Sanatizadeh Kermani, drawing upon Islamic tradition and new circumstances, attempted to create an ideal
society with an Iranian-Islamic approach within the framework of literature. Sanatizadeh, one of the first
utopian writers in Iran, reflected the state of his contemporary society in his fictional works. In his novel
"Majma’ al-Divanegan", he presented the first utopian narrative in Persian (Karimkhani & Nazari, 2021:
158).

What is particularly important in Sanatizadeh's works is not only the reflection of his contemporary situation
but also his effort to present an ideal model that could, while preserving traditional values, also respond to
the needs of the modern world. In a world where development concepts are mostly defined based on
instrumental rationality, returning to an ethics-centered and spiritual understanding of the desired society is
vital. Therefore, the main question of this research is why and how the concept of utopia should be re-
examined from the perspective of Muslim writers, and specifically from Sanatizadeh's viewpoint. His works
not only reflect the social and cultural concerns of his time but also serve as a platform for presenting utopian
models in which justice, freedom, rationality, and progress are harmoniously placed alongside each other.
Thus, this research shows that literature, like philosophy and religion, can be a suitable ground for
reconstructing civilizational horizons.

The innovation of this research can be explained along several main axes. First, unlike previous studies that
have primarily focused on the literary, historical, or social aspects of Abdolhossein Sanatizadeh's works,
this research specifically concentrates on analyzing the utopian narrative in his works and attempts to
identify key utopian themes within the context of Iranian-Islamic culture. Furthermore, instead of a general
review of Sanatizadeh's works, this research, with a thematic approach, analyzes the concept of utopia as a
framework for critiquing the current situation and presenting an indigenous model of modernity and
progress.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative narrative analysis with a thematic reading approach to explain utopia
from Sanatizadeh's perspective. To this end, three works —Majma’ al-Divanegan, Rostam in the 22nd
Century, and Rozegari ke Gozasht— have been studied using Maxqda software for the purpose of extracting
utopian ideas. Additionally, in this research, Thomas Spragens' theoretical model was utilized to gain a
deeper understanding of the impact of contextual conditions on Sanatizadeh Kermani's works and his
method of presenting utopian works. The stages of the thematic reading method for narrative analysis, in
order, include understanding the theoretical framework, data collection and preparation, initial coding,
theme refinement, thematic mapping and organization, and interpretation and analysis.

Findings

Sanatizadeh lived during the final period of the Qajar dynasty, concurrent with the Constitutional
Revolution; an era when Iranian society was grappling with political despotism, social inequality, scientific
and cultural backwardness, and environmental crises. Administrative corruption and abuse of power, severe
class disparity, widespread poverty, and the absence of modern education were conditions that compelled
every thinker to contemplate paths to salvation. However, the closed political atmosphere and the lack of
freedom of thought and expression made any reform difficult. Within such a socio-political context,
Sanatizadeh keenly observed the crises of his time, and these very crises led him to contemplate a different
order and design a new utopia. Therefore, the starting point of his utopian thought was the lived experience
of the disorders and shortcomings of the era.

The society depicted by Abdolhossein Sanatizadeh Kermani in his books Majma'’ al-Divanegan and Rostam
in the 22nd Century is a dead, non-dynamic, and highly chaotic society. He portrays a society where social
corruption, lack of reason and morality, absence of true freedom, and intellectual stagnation and ignorance
are abundant. Sanatizadeh sought to analyze the causes and roots of these crises. He realized that ignorance
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and superstition stemmed from the lack of modern education and critical rationality. Discrimination and
injustice were rooted in administrative corruption and the despotic structure of power. Political despotism
was the main cause of oppression and deprivation of freedom. Environmental poverty and deprivation were
the result of an inability to rationally utilize nature, and cultural backwardness and illiteracy were the direct
products of the closed and inefficient traditional school educational system. Thus, with a critical eye,
Sanatizadeh linked the crises of his time to their institutional, cultural, and social roots. Sanatizadeh paints
a picture of a desired society in which crises and disorders have been resolved. In his works, while hoping
for change, he seeks revolution against domination and the reclamation of power by the people, moving
from a corrupt order towards a new world.

Conclusion

Based on the conducted studies and analysis of Sanatizadeh's three prominent works, it can be concluded
that, from the perspective of this Iranian constitutionalist thinker, a utopia is a society in which five
fundamental axes—rationality, justice, freedom, nature, and education—operate synergistically to pave the
way for humanity's material and spiritual growth. He portrays utopia not as a mythical and unattainable
image, but rather as a probable, ethical, and achievable future in which humanity reaches perfection through
internal reconstruction and social transformation.

In his works, Abdolhossein Sanatizadeh Kermani, beyond general and abstract description, refers to
mechanisms for the realization of utopia that differentiate his thought from mere fantasizing. The first path
to realization in his thought is public and free education. Sanatizadeh clearly reflects his personal experience
of liberation from the closed environment of traditional schools and its replacement with new and free
education in his narratives. He believed that only by nurturing children in a free and rational environment
would it be possible to overcome ignorance and despotism and move towards a new society. The second
axis of realization is critical rationality and the re-evaluation of values. Sanatizadeh believed that the path
to transitioning from the critical situation of his era, which was full of ignorance, superstition, and
despotism, was only possible through critiquing the past, learning from history, and re-evaluating values.
The third dimension of realization is institutional and social justice. In his narratives, Sanatizadeh depicts a
legal and social system in which hierarchies and gender and class discriminations fade away, and equality,
parity, and meritocracy take their place. The fourth element of realization is the combination of tradition
and modernity. Unlike some contemporary intellectuals who either fully embraced Westernization or
advocated for an absolute return to tradition, Sanatizadeh outlines a middle path: upholding the moral and
spiritual values of Islamic-lranian culture alongside utilizing scientific and technological advancements.
Finally, Sanatizadeh proposes specific institutional and social models for the realization of utopia: from
transparent and service-oriented administrative structures to the utilization of new energies and architecture
harmonious with nature. These aspects separate his thought from mere apocalyptic description and
transform it into a practical model for overcoming social, moral, and environmental crises. Each of these
axes, while being a response to the specific crises of his time, also complements and reinforces the others.
This very coherence and integrity distinguish Sanatizadeh's utopian thought from mere abstract description
and transform it into a systematic and achievable plan.
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