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Introduction and Problem Statement

The concept of “utopia” has long served as a key framework for envisioning an ideal society across
different civilizations (Kianfar & Saremi, 2019: 132). In the modern era, thinkers such as
Abdolhossein Sanatizadeh Kermani, drawing on Islamic tradition while engaging new socio-
historical conditions, sought to articulate an ideal Iranian—Islamic society through literary forms.
As one of the earliest utopian writers in Iran, Sanatizadeh reflected the conditions of his
contemporary society in his fictional works. In Majma * al-Divanegan (Assembly of Madmen), he
offered one of the first utopian narratives in Persian literature (Karimkhani & Nazari, 2021: 158).
What distinguishes Sanatizadeh’s work is not merely its reflection of contemporary realities but
also its attempt to formulate an ideal model capable of preserving traditional values while
responding to modern demands. In a context where development is often reduced to instrumental
rationality, revisiting an ethics-centered and spiritually grounded conception of society becomes
essential. Accordingly, this study asks why and how utopia should be re-examined from the
perspective of Muslim writers, particularly Sanatizadeh.

His works not only articulate the social and cultural concerns of his time but also provide a platform
for proposing utopian models in which justice, freedom, rationality, and progress coexist
harmoniously. This study thus argues that literature, like philosophy and religion, constitutes a vital
domain for reconstructing civilizational horizons.

The originality of this research lies in several aspects. First, unlike previous studies that have
primarily addressed the literary, historical, or social dimensions of Sanatizadeh’s work, this study
focuses specifically on the analysis of utopian narratives and seeks to identify their core themes
within an Iranian—Islamic context. Second, adopting a thematic approach, it interprets utopia as a
framework for critiquing existing conditions and articulating an indigenous model of modernity
and progress.

Research Method

This study employs qualitative narrative analysis combined with thematic reading to examine
utopia in Sanatizadeh’s works. Three texts—Majma " al-Divanegan (Assembly of Madmen),
Rostam in the 22nd Century, and Ruzegari ke Gozasht (A Time That Passed)—were analyzed using
MAXQDA software to extract key utopian themes.

In addition, Thomas Spragens’ theoretical model was utilized to better understand the relationship
between contextual conditions and Sanatizadeh’s intellectual production. The analytical process
followed standard stages of thematic narrative analysis: establishing the theoretical framework,
data collection and preparation, initial coding, theme refinement, thematic organization, and final
interpretation.

Findings

Sanatizadeh lived during the late Qajar period, coinciding with the Constitutional Revolution—an
era marked by political despotism, social inequality, scientific and cultural stagnation, and
environmental challenges. Administrative corruption, abuse of power, severe class disparities,
widespread poverty, and the absence of modern education compelled intellectuals to seek pathways
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toward reform. However, a repressive political environment and restrictions on freedom of thought
made meaningful change difficult.

Within this context, Sanatizadeh closely observed the crises of his time, which in turn motivated
him to envision an alternative social order. His utopian thought thus emerged from lived experience
and a critical engagement with the deficiencies of his era.

In works such as Majma * al-Divanegan and Rostam in the 22nd Century, Sanatizadeh depicts a
stagnant, chaotic, and dysfunctional society characterized by corruption, irrationality, moral decay,
absence of genuine freedom, and intellectual stagnation. He systematically traces these conditions
to their underlying causes. Ignorance and superstition are linked to the lack of modern education
and critical rationality; injustice and discrimination stem from administrative corruption and
despotic governance; political tyranny suppresses freedom; environmental degradation reflects the
failure to rationally manage natural resources; and cultural backwardness results from the
inefficiency of traditional educational institutions (maktabkhaneh).

Through this critical analysis, Sanatizadeh connects social crises to their institutional and cultural
roots. At the same time, he constructs an image of an ideal society in which these crises are
resolved. His writings express both a hope for transformation and a call for structural change,
envisioning a transition from a corrupt order to a renewed social reality grounded in justice and
rationality..

Conclusion

The analysis of Sanatizadeh’s major works demonstrates that, from his perspective, utopia is a
society in which five fundamental pillars—rationality, justice, freedom, nature, and education—
function in a coordinated and mutually reinforcing manner to enable both material and spiritual
human flourishing. He conceptualizes utopia not as an unattainable ideal, but as a realistic, ethical,
and achievable future grounded in both individual transformation and social reform.

Importantly, Sanatizadeh moves beyond abstract description by outlining concrete mechanisms for
realizing utopia. First, he emphasizes universal and free education as the foundation of social
transformation, reflecting his own experience of liberation from traditional educational constraints.
Second, he highlights the role of critical rationality and the re-evaluation of inherited values as
essential for overcoming ignorance and despotism. Third, he advocates institutional and social
justice, envisioning a system in which class, gender, and hierarchical inequalities are replaced by
equality and meritocracy.

Fourth, Sanatizadeh proposes a synthesis of tradition and modernity, rejecting both uncritical
Westernization and rigid traditionalism. Instead, he advocates preserving the ethical and spiritual
foundations of Iranian—Islamic culture while embracing scientific and technological progress.
Finally, he presents concrete institutional models, including transparent governance, service-
oriented administration, sustainable energy use, and architecture aligned with nature.

These elements collectively distinguish his thought from mere utopian imagination and position it
as a coherent and practical framework for addressing social, moral, and environmental crises. The
internal coherence of these dimensions transforms his vision from abstract idealism into a
systematic and potentially realizable model of social development.
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