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In a world where Muslim societies face complex social and cultural challenges, the study of a
form of mysticism that directly engages with social issues appears essential. This research
aims to examine the role of the thought of “‘Umar bin Hafiz, a contemporary Yemeni preacher,
in redefining social mysticism and its impact on Muslim communities. Employing a thematic
analysis within a qualitative framework, the study investigates bin Hafiz’s mystical
perspectives through an analysis of seven published interviews (2002-2011) in Yemeni and
international media. Data were analyzed using MAXQDA software and Braun and Clarke’s
six-phase framework, resulting in the extraction of 191 codes. To ensure the validity and
reliability of the thematic analysis and the accuracy of coding, Holsti’s coefficient was applied.
The findings identify six central themes: social mysticism rooted in moderation and ethics,
reform of religious discourse, rejection of violence and promotion of justice, dialogue and
coexistence, critique of extremism, and the significance of knowledge and religious education.
Bin Hafiz conceptualizes mysticism as a means for self-purification, service to humanity, and
the strengthening of social solidarity. In his thought, mosques are centers of spiritual and moral
cultivation that must remain safeguarded from politicization. Rejecting violence and
excommunication, he emphasizes dialogue, justice, and cooperation with non-Muslims as
pathways to social cohesion. Furthermore, authentic religious knowledge and rationality, in
his view, provide the foundation for preventing doctrinal deviations and fostering societal
reform. This study demonstrates that bin Hafiz’s thought, by integrating spirituality, ethics,
and social engagement, offers a comprehensive model for spiritual education and for
addressing pressing challenges such as extremism and cultural fragmentation.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Mysticism and intuitive knowledge of the Almighty God constitute one of the fundamental and
innate needs of human beings, and throughout history, they have played a decisive role in shaping
spiritual orientations as well as individual and social conduct. Within the Islamic tradition, this
inclination is manifested as Islamic Mysticism (‘Irfan), which—drawing upon revealed texts and
the teachings of the Shari‘a—delineates the path of human perfection through piety, self-
purification, and connection with the Absolute. Islam represents a comprehensive and realistic
system of thought that addresses all dimensions of human needs, whether worldly or otherworldly,
physical or spiritual, rational or emotional, and individual or collective. Genuine Islamic
mysticism, in addition to its personal dimension, also encompasses a social aspect. Historically,
this has given rise to currents of social mysticism that have played a pivotal role in the spread of
Islam across regions such as Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and North Africa. Muslim
mystics, through peaceful approaches attuned to the needs of the people, significantly contributed
to the dissemination of Islam as well as intellectual and social transformations.

Nevertheless, much of contemporary research has focused on the individual dimensions of
mysticism, while its social aspects have remained relatively underexplored. Contemporary
transformations within Islamic societies, coupled with the need to redefine the role of religion and
spirituality in the public sphere, highlight the importance of revisiting the thought of mystics who
situated mysticism in interaction with society. One prominent figure in this context is ‘Umar bin
Hafiz, a Yemeni mystic and scholar, and the founder of Dar al-Mustafa, an educational, research,
and missionary institute. His intellectual project offers a novel paradigm of Islamic mysticism that
simultaneously maps individual and collective spiritual paths, thereby revitalizing spirituality
within the collective life of Muslims. Despite his wide-reaching influence across Muslim
communities, systematic scholarly investigation into the themes of social mysticism in his thought
remains scarce. This study, therefore, raises the following central question: How do ‘Umar bin
Hafiz’s conceptions of social mysticism contribute to redefining the position and function of
mysticism in contemporary Islamic society, and what are the key components of this approach?

Literature Review

No research to date has directly examined the social mysticism of ‘Umar bin Hafiz. However,
several studies have addressed other figures. Qarqgarachi et al. (2022) describe social mysticism in
terms of guidance, education, and guardianship, viewing it as a force that directs society toward
rationality, spirituality, freedom, and justice. In their comparative study of Shafi‘i Kadkani and
Lukacs, they emphasize a return to authentic values such as compassion and self-sacrifice. Roudgar
(2021) introduces social mysticism within Motahhari’s intellectual framework as a field aligned
with the social sciences, manifesting in cognitive, emotional, and behavioral domains, and
providing a foundation for theorizing the relationship between the individual and society in Islamic
civilization. Motahhari, adopting a philosophical lens, reconstructs mysticism both positively
(through the reformulation of concepts) and negatively (through critique of historical Sufism based
on the Qur’an and Sunna). Collectively, existing studies reveal a general paucity of scholarship on
social mysticism
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Research Method

This study employs a qualitative approach using thematic analysis. According to Kasiram (2008),
qualitative research analyzes data within its natural context without reducing it to numerical form.
Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006; 2022) constitutes a systematic process for identifying
meaningful patterns in qualitative data and proceeds through Braun and Clarke’s six-stage
framework: familiarization, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing, defining and
naming themes, and reporting (Clarke, 2024).

The research corpus consists of seven interviews with ‘Umar bin Hafiz published in Yemeni and
international media between 2002 and 2011, including 26 September, al-Mo tamar Net, al-Ahram
al-‘Arabi, al-Jadwa, The New York Times, Shu‘a‘ al-Amal, and SBS Australia. These interviews
directly reflect his ideas within diverse cultural, political, and religious contexts, thus enabling
comparative analysis.

From these sources, 191 codes were extracted. Data saturation was achieved in accordance with
the criteria outlined by Guest, Bunce, and Johnson (2006). Reliability was assessed using Holsti’s
formula (Holsti, 1969; Neuendorf, 2002), yielding an intercoder agreement rate of 91%, which
indicates strong consistency and dependability of findings.

Theoretical Considerations

‘Umar bin Muhammad bin Salim bin Hafiz (b. 1963, Tarim, Yemen) is a descendant of Imam
Husayn (‘a) and the al-Ba‘lawi Hashimite family of Hadramawt. Trained in religious sciences
under his father and other scholars of Hadramawt, he began teaching at the age of 15. Owing to
political pressures from the communist regime, he migrated and subsequently taught in the
Haramayn, Oman, and Hadramawt. In 1994, he established Dar al-Mustafa, with a focus on
religious education, self-purification, and nurturing a dynamic generation to propagate Islamic
teachings. He has traveled widely and participated in conferences such as al-Azhar (2002),
Malaysia (2003), Sri Lanka (2002), the UAE (2004), Kuwait (2006), Cambridge (2008), and
Chechnya (2016). He was also a signatory to the “Common Word Between Us and You” (2007).
His works include Is‘af Talibi Rida al-Khallaqg, al-Khitab al-Islami fi al-Mu’assasat al-Diniyya,
among others. In The Muslim 500 (2025), he ranked second among the most influential Muslims
worldwide.

Social mysticism arises from the synthesis of ‘irfan (intuitive knowledge of God through the heart;
Misbah Yazdi, 2019) and ijtima°“ (collective assembly and consensus; Ibn Manziir, 1993), linking
personal spiritual practice to social functions. This approach positions mysticism as an instrument
for collective welfare, justice, and ethical living (Jawadi Amuli, 1996; Abdollahi & Ramazani,
2022). According to ‘Umar bin Hafiz (2009; 2011), the realization of this vision requires returning
to the Prophet’s mission, practicing sincerity, and embodying mercy.

Findings
The thematic analysis conducted with MAXQDA identified six overarching themes:
e Social mysticism grounded in moderation and Islamic ethics (emphasizing the Prophetic
model, sincerity, benevolence, and Sufism as self-purification).
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e Reform of religious discourse and the role of religious institutions (mosques as centers of
purification, responsibility of scholars in guidance).

¢ Rejection of violence and promotion of social justice (condemnation of domestic violence,
terrorism, and misuse of jihad; emphasis on just governance).

e Dialogue, coexistence, and social cooperation (clarifying religion, cooperation with non-
Muslims on the basis of shared values).

e C(ritique of extremism and takfir (rooted in ignorance and misunderstanding, addressed
through education and training).
e Centrality of knowledge and religious education (pursuit of authentic knowledge, reform
of the umma through faith).
These six themes, distilled from 191 codes, collectively articulate the coherent structure of his social
mysticism.

Conclusion

This study aims to reinterpret and systematize the mystical-social thought of “‘Umar bin Hafiz,
offering a redefinition of the role of Islamic mysticism (‘irfan) in the collective life of Muslims. In
his view, mysticism is not an individual or isolationist experience but an active, reformative, and
society-oriented force grounded in self-purification, ethics, social justice, and service to humanity.
The research employs a qualitative approach and thematic analysis based on Braun and Clarke’s
six-phase model, using data derived from seven international interviews conducted between 2002
and 2011. The findings indicate that, in bin Hafiz’s thought, mysticism becomes a framework for
dialogue, coexistence, critique of extremism, and the pursuit of social justice. He bases his mystical
model on sound religious knowledge, moral education, and social responsibility, emphasizing the
role of religious institutions in reforming religious discourse and fostering spiritual and ethical
development within society.

The theoretical implications of the study include the enrichment of the concept of social mysticism,
the redefinition of the relationship between religiosity and modernity, the clarification of the link
between mysticism and social rationality, and the establishment of a theoretical framework for
countering extremism. On a practical level, bin Hafiz’s model can serve as a foundation for cultural
policymaking, multidimensional education, social cohesion, ethical reform, and sustainable
development. Overall, the study elevates Islamic mysticism from an individual pursuit to a socially
engaged, rational, and ethically grounded discourse, contributing to the intellectual and
civilizational renewal of contemporary Islam. Future research is recommended to explore bin
Hafiz’s written works, conduct comparative studies with other modern mystics, examine the
practical influence of his disciples through field studies, and apply his model in educational
sciences, positive psychology, and cultural management..
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