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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The fundamental rupture between subject and object, initiated by Descartes and
Research Article perpetuated in modern philosophy, became the primary cause for the elimination

or reduction of the role of the imaginitrix as an "intermediary reality." Although

this reduction was countered in German Idealism (Kant) with attempts to revive

the transcendental imaginary, it ultimately failed due to its confinement within a

subject-centric epistemology and the preservation of metaphysical dualism. This

trajectory culminated in the rebellion of the imaginary/will against reason in

Nietzsche, intensifying the crisis of nihilism and existential meaning in the modern

world. Using a directed content analysis methodology and comparative study of

primary texts, this article aims to provide a Sadrian reading for transcending this

) crisis. The research novelty lies in elucidating the ontological potential of the
Article In Press imaginitrix in Transcendent Theosophy, contrasting it with the modern reduction
to the subjective connected imaginary. Mulla Sadra, by proving the duality of the

"connected imaginitrix" and the "separated imaginitrix" (the Mundus Imaginalis),

portrays the imaginitrix as an intermediary (Barzakhi) and semi-abstract reality

that establishes not only the link between intellect and sense but also the existential

connection between the intelligible world (‘Alam al-'Agl) and the material world

(‘Alam al-Madda). In this framework, the Soul (Nafs), being "“corporeal in

inception and spiritual in subsistence" (jismaniyyat al-hudith wa rihaniyyat al-

baqa'), is considered to possess an imaginitrix nature and to be an intermediate
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1. Introduction and problem statement

The root of many modern philosophical and social crises, including the crisis of meaning and
nihilism, lies in deep-seated dualisms like mind-body and subject-object, which originated with
Descartes. This rupture either eliminated the role of the imaginitrix or reduced it to a subjective
domain. The aim of this research is to re-examine the ontological status of the imaginitrix in
Sadrian Theosophy as a transcendent intermediary, demonstrating how it offers a fresh perspective
to overcome this dominant dualism and the resulting crisis of meaning. The central question is:
How can the re-reading of the imaginitrix's status in Sadrian Theosophy resolve the crisis of
meaning resulting from the subject/object rupture as articulated in the modern configuration?

2. Research Method

This is a theoretical, qualitative, and philosophical research conducted using directed content
analysis. The data comprises primary texts from modern philosophers (Descartes, Kant, Nietzsche)
and Mulla Sadra, collected through library research. After key concepts were extracted and coded,
the texts were systematically analyzed. A comparative study was then undertaken to examine the
ontological capacity of the imaginitrix within the system of Transcendent Theosophy to address
the crisis of meaning.

3. Findings

The findings of this research suggest that the root of nihilism and the crisis of meaning in the
modern configuration stems from the subject-object rupture and the resulting ontological and
epistemological deficiencies. This process, which began with Descartes and extended to Heidegger
and beyond, became deeply rooted in the entirety of the modern system of thought. The foundation
laid by Descartes and consolidated by Kant ultimately positioned humanity as a subject
disconnected from, and standing against, existence. In this progression, the meaning of reason was
initially reduced to the mind, and subsequently, natural existence was reduced to mechanical
existence.

Following this, acknowledging the issues arising from this dualism, an epistemological effort was
made to bridge the subject-object gap through the proposal of the "transcendental imaginary" and
the "productive imaginary." This effort ultimately activated the subject in a productive relationship
with existence, laying the groundwork for the construction of meaning, and leading the subject to
shift from the position of discoverer to that of creator. Although subjectivism was introduced by
Descartes, it was solidified by Kant through a precise philosophical order as the foundation of
modernity. The Kantian theory of the imaginary, and all subsequent efforts that flourished under
Idealism, such as Hegel's, ultimately led to the further establishment of subjectivism and the
deepening of the subject-object rupture and the resulting crisis of meaning, which had profound
ontological roots. The natural outcome of this configuration was the final denial and elimination
of the particular in favor of the universal, encapsulated in Hegel's significant phrase: "What is
rational is actual."

This situation naturally led to the "rebellion of the imaginary against reason” and a focus on
everyday life and particular matters. This emphasis was taken up by Dilthey, who sought to revive
the Kantian "productive imaginary"—»but this time, not transcendentally, but within the context of
lived experience and historical experience. Subsequently, Nietzsche, by discarding all things
universal, reduced the imaginary to its most corporeal layer: human material instinct. In essence,
this process, instead of mending the ontological rupture, moved from one extreme to another, where
any attempt to repair it within the horizon of subjectivism merely intensified the crisis of meaning
and fostered a type of nihilism.
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In contrast, Transcendent Theosophy provides a fundamental solution to the modern ontological
duality and its consequences by relying on the central, monistic-gradational principle of the
"primacy of existence" (asalat al-wujid) and its derived principles, such as "substance-motion
toward perfection” (harakat-e jawhari istikmali) and the "soul being corporeal in inception and
spiritual in subsistence" (jismaniyyat al-hudiith wa rithaniyyat al-baqa’).

As stated, Mulla Sadra expands the meaning of "abstraction" (tajarrud) and establishes a
gradational continuum from the material to the abstract, proposing the imaginitrix as a "semi-
material, semi-abstract” entity and an intermediary in both epistemological and ontological realms.
Through the concept of the “"connected imaginitrix" and by virtue of the rule of "the soul in its unity
is all faculties™ (al-Nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa), he expands the imaginitrix from a mere faculty
to an entire domain of the soul, such that the soul itself emerges as an intermediary reality
possessing the nature of "actual imaginitrix” (mukhayyal bi'l-fi'l) and "potential intellect" (ma'ql
bi'l-quwwah). Conversely, by establishing the "World of Imaginitrix" (the separated imaginitrix)
as the intermediary between the material world and the intelligible world, he resolves the rupture
between the realms and facilitates the movement from the lower to the higher.

Therefore, unlike the Christian tradition and modern rationalism, which sought transcendence in
the denial and suppression of material and corporeal matters, in the Sadrian principle, lower matters
are not only non-deniable but are considered the condition and prerequisite for the perfection of
higher degrees. The perfection of the soul is not contingent upon the suppression of instincts and
material domains; rather, in a process of annihilation (istifna'), the lower degree is realized in the
higher in such a way that the lower is integrally contained in the higher in a unified manner. More
precisely, the higher degree is the collection of the lower degrees. Thus, in Transcendent
Theosophy, a form of longitudinal unity is established among the various existential degrees of
man, which enables the harmony between the imaginitrix and the intellect. This transforms the
imaginary existence from an immanent, corporeal, material, and historical existence into an
intelligible and transcendent existence. In this way, the imaginitrix, instead of being the Other of
the intellect and in metaphysical opposition to it, is positioned as an intermediary in a longitudinal
connection with the intellect.

Based on this understanding, the dualisms (reason/imaginitrix, mind/body, religion/world,
material/spiritual, meaning/form), which were rooted in the dualistic perspective, collapse. The
imaginitrix emerges in this juncture as the element of human liberation, as Nietzsche suggested.
However, the crucial point lies in the understanding of the meaning of the imaginitrix. In
Nietzsche's scheme, the imaginary is the element that liberates life from the clutches of reason and
all things universal; consequently, what practically occurs is immersion in bodily instincts and a
crisis of meaning far worse than the one he sought to critique. In contrast, although the imaginitrix
in Mulla Sadra's configuration carries a sense of liberation, this liberation precisely returns to its
intermediary nature, which we sought to demonstrate in the nature of the imaginitrix soul. The soul,
by virtue of its imaginitrix nature, can pass through purely material veils and attain higher degrees.
Furthermore, in Sadrian Theosophy, existence is also composed of degrees; when we speak of the
separated imaginitrix, it implies that all natural phenomena, while possessing sensory dimensions,
also possess imaginitrix dimensions. It is humanity, through connection to that domain (the
separated imaginitrix), that can attain a different understanding of existence; and this very
understanding provides the possibility of overcoming the confines of the corporeal and material
matters of existence to connect with true intelligible meanings, which is the liberating aspect of the
imaginitrix as an intermediary in Sadra's thought.
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4. Conclusion

Therefore, it can be concluded that the revival of attention to the potential of the imaginitrix in
Transcendent Theosophy not only provides an alternative framework for re-thinking the
relationship between humanity and existence but also enables the consideration of the semi-abstract
domains of human existence—such as culture, art, and all the imaginitrix domains of human
existence, which find their greatest manifestation in their social existence—as an intermediary for
attaining felicity. In this framework, the domain of the imaginitrix is not the other of the domain
of the intellect; rather, it stands on the threshold, and as long as it is subject to the deliberation of
the intellect and intelligible forms, it ascends (transcends). Conversely, the further it moves away
from the intellect, the more it becomes immersed in the lower degrees. Consequently, this proposal
holds fundamental implications and capacities for social theorizing, opening a new horizon for
overcoming nihilism by re-establishing the link between concrete life (social life) and transcendent
meaning.
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