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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The fundamental rupture between subject and object, inaugurated by Descartes and
Research Article perpetuated throughout modern philosophy, led to the marginalization or reduction of the

imaginative faculty as an “intermediary reality.” Although this reduction was partially
challenged in German Idealism, particularly in Kant’s attempt to revive the transcendental
imagination, it ultimately failed due to its confinement within a subject-centered epistemology
and its retention of metaphysical dualism. This trajectory culminated in Nietzsche’s revolt of
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barzakhi (intermediary) and semi-abstract reality. This reality mediates not only between sense
and intellect but also between the intelligible world (‘alam al-‘aql) and the material world
(‘alam al-madda). Within this framework, the soul (nafs), described as “corporeal in
origination and spiritual in subsistence” (jismaniyyat al-hudath wa rahaniyyat al-baqa’), is
understood as inherently imaginative and ontologically intermediate. Contemplation
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Introduction and Problem Statement

Many modern philosophical and social crises, most notably the crisis of meaning and nihilism, can
be traced back to deep-seated dualisms such as mind—body and subject-object, originating in
Cartesian philosophy. This rupture either eliminated the ontological status of the imagination or
reduced it to a merely subjective domain.

The present study aims to re-examine the ontological status of the imagination in Sadrian
philosophy as a transcendent intermediary, demonstrating how it offers a novel framework for
overcoming this dominant dualism and the resulting crisis of meaning. The central research
question is: How can a Sadrian reinterpretation of the imagination resolve the crisis of meaning
generated by the subject—object rupture in modern philosophy?

Research Method

This study adopts a theoretical and qualitative philosophical approach based on directed content
analysis. The data consist of primary texts from key modern philosophers (Descartes, Kant,
Nietzsche) alongside the works of Mulla Sadra, collected through library research.

Following the extraction and coding of key concepts, the texts were systematically analyzed. A
comparative framework was then employed to assess the ontological capacity of the imaginative
faculty within Transcendent Theosophy to address the modern crisis of meaning.

Findings

The findings indicate that the crisis of meaning and the emergence of nihilism in modernity are
rooted in the subject—object rupture and its accompanying ontological and epistemological
deficiencies. Beginning with Descartes and extending through later developments, this rupture
became deeply embedded within the structure of modern thought. Descartes’ foundational move,
further consolidated by Kant, positioned the human subject as fundamentally detached from, and
opposed to, existence. Consequently, reason was first reduced to the domain of the mind, and
subsequently, nature itself was reduced to a mechanistic order.

In response to this dualism, attempts were made, particularly in Kant, to bridge the gap through the
concepts of the transcendental and productive imagination. These efforts reactivated the subject in
a constitutive relation to experience, shifting its role from a passive discoverer to an active producer
of meaning. However, despite this innovation, Kantian and post-Kantian idealism ultimately
reinforced subjectivism and deepened the ontological divide. This tendency reached its apex in
Hegel’s system, where the particular was subsumed under the universal, epitomized in the dictum:
“What is rational is actual.”

This trajectory gave rise to a counter-movement characterized as the “rebellion of the imagination
against reason,” emphasizing lived experience and particularity. Thinkers such as Dilthey sought
to reinterpret the productive imagination within the horizon of historical life rather than
transcendental structures. Nietzsche radicalized this move by rejecting universality altogether and
reducing the imagination to its most corporeal and instinctual dimensions. Rather than resolving
the rupture, this development merely shifted the problem from one extreme to another, intensifying
nihilism and the crisis of meaning.
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In contrast, Transcendent Theosophy offers a fundamentally different solution grounded in the
principle of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud) and its corollaries, such as substantial
motion (harakat jawhariyah) and the doctrine of the soul’s dual constitution. Mulla Sadra expands
the notion of abstraction (tajarrud) into a graded continuum extending from the material to the fully
intelligible. Within this framework, the imagination is understood as a semi-material, semi-abstract
reality occupying an intermediary ontological status.

Through the doctrine of the “connected imagination” and the principle that “the soul in its unity is
all faculties” (al-nafs fi wahdatiha kull al-quwa), Sadra elevates the imagination from a mere
faculty to an ontological domain of the soul itself. Simultaneously, by affirming the “World of
Imagination” (the separated imagination) as an objective intermediate realm, he resolves the
ontological rupture between the sensible and the intelligible, enabling a genuine movement
between them.

Unlike modern rationalism or certain ascetic traditions that seek transcendence through negation
of the material, Sadra affirms the lower levels of existence as necessary conditions for higher
perfection. The process of perfection involves not suppression but integration, whereby lower
levels are preserved and elevated within higher ones. This results in a hierarchical unity of
existence, enabling harmony between imagination and intellect.

Accordingly, the imagination is no longer opposed to the intellect but functions as its intermediary,
transforming from a merely immanent and historical faculty into a bridge toward intelligible and
transcendent meaning. This framework dissolves entrenched dualisms such as reason/imagination,
mind/body, and material/spiritual by situating them within a unified ontological continuum.
While Nietzsche identifies the imagination as a force of liberation, his reduction of it to instinct
ultimately leads to deeper nihilism. In contrast, Sadra’s conception grounds liberation precisely in
the imagination’s intermediary and elevating function. Through its connection to the imaginal
realm, the human being gains access to deeper layers of reality and meaning, thereby overcoming
the limitations of purely material existence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the revival of the ontological potential of the imagination within Transcendent
Theosophy provides an alternative framework for rethinking the relationship between human
beings and existence. It enables the recognition of semi-abstract domains, such as culture, art, and
symbolic life as mediating structures in the pursuit of felicity.

Within this framework, the imagination is not opposed to the intellect but stands at its threshold:
when guided by intellect, it ascends toward higher degrees of being; when detached, it descends
into lower levels of existence. This perspective carries significant implications for social theory,
opening a new horizon for overcoming nihilism by re-establishing the connection between concrete
social life and transcendent meaning.
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1. Cogito, ergo sum
2. Antagonistischer Dualismus
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