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This study analyzes the concept of development in the thought of Dr. Ali Shariati and examines
the fundamental components of his development model. It addresses two main questions: first,
whether development constitutes a central concern within Shariati’s intellectual system; and
second, what the main components of his development model are? A qualitative and
interpretive methodology is employed, using content analysis and comparative analysis.
Shariati’s works were examined and key concepts extracted and analyzed in comparison with
classical and contemporary theories of development sociology. Findings indicate that Shariati
conceptualizes development as an endogenous, culturally grounded, and human-centered
process. His model is structured around two main axes: cultural-spiritual development and
economic-structural development. The cultural axis includes critical consciousness, critical
dialogue, critical pedagogy, intellectual solidarity, and the rule of law. The economic—political
axis involves political organization, material infrastructure, enlightened leadership, committed
governance, and responsible intellectual elites. The analysis demonstrates that cultural factors
occupy a more fundamental position in Shariati’s framework, while development emerges as
a dialectical process between cultural consciousness and socio-political structures. This model
provides a normative and analytical framework for sustainable and human-centered
development.
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Introduction

Development theory has traditionally been dominated by Western paradigms emphasizing
economic modernization and institutional rationalization. In contrast, Ali Shariati proposes a
culturally rooted and ethically oriented model that integrates historical consciousness, spiritual
awakening, and collective agency. This study investigates whether development is a central
category in Shariati’s thought and how his intellectual system reconstructs its meaning beyond
conventional development theories.

Research Method

This research adopts a qualitative—interpretive design based on thematic content analysis and
comparative critique. Primary sources include Shariati’s major works such as Ummah and
Imamate, Return to Self, Islamology, Religion vs. Religion, What Is to Be Done?, History of
Civilization, Hussein: Heir to Adam, and Fatemeh Is Fatemeh.

These texts are analyzed alongside contemporary development theories, including modernization
theory, dependency theory, Islamic development approaches, critical theory, and critical pedagogy.

Findings

Shariati’s conception of development is multidimensional, encompassing economic, political,
cultural, and spiritual dimensions. He emphasizes committed democracy, ethical leadership, and
critical pedagogy as foundational mechanisms for social transformation.

Development, in his framework, is not reducible to material progress but is understood as a
dialectical process linking thought and action in pursuit of human perfection. His anthropological
vision, influenced by existentialist and monotheistic ideas, defines the human being as a free and
responsible agent whose liberation is achieved through self-awareness and social justice.

Discussion and Conclusion

Shariati’s developmental thought challenges dominant paradigms by foregrounding ethical
responsibility, cultural authenticity, and collective agency. He advocates a guided form of
democracy grounded in justice, awareness, and human dignity.

In this framework, intellectuals, media, and political institutions play a critical role in preventing
corruption and fostering a socially and environmentally just society. Ultimately, Shariati’s notion
of endogenous and sustainable development emerges as a central concept that offers a normative
guide for policymaking, resource distribution, and social self-reliance.
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