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This study seeks to explain why three seemingly distinct intellectual currents,
Progressivism, Religious Reform, and Turanist-Turkism, demonstrated a remarkable
capacity for convergence over a relatively short historical period (1850-1918),
enabling Muslim intellectuals of the South Caucasus to embody all three
simultaneously. Employing a documentary—library research method, the study
collects and analyzes a wide range of relevant historical sources. Through a
descriptive—critical approach, it offers a sociological analysis of the interwoven
nature of these ideas. The findings indicate that Progressivism, the major strands of
Religious Reform (Pan-Islamism, Jadidism, and Babism), and Turanist-Turkism
shared significant similarities in their epistemological foundations. These shared
foundations facilitated intellectual cooperation and social coordination. Drawing on
diverse historical sources, the study illustrates concrete instances of this convergence
and highlights the intellectual commonalities among Caucasian Muslim thinkers.
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Introduction

This study examines a central paradox in the intellectual history of Muslim communities in the South
Caucasus under Tsarist Russian rule. Following the region’s incorporation into the Russian Empire through
the Treaties of Gulistan (1813) and Turkmenchay (1828), profound sociocultural transformations reshaped
patterns of identity and thought.

The core problem addressed here is the convergence, within the relatively brief period between
1850 and 1918, of three apparently divergent intellectual currents: Western-inspired Progressivism
(taraqqi-parvari), Islamic Religious Reform (islah-i din), and Turanist-Turkism (Turk-Turan-
garayT). This study seeks to explain how and why these ideologies developed such a strong capacity
for synthesis, enabling a single generation of intellectuals to advocate them simultaneously, often
without perceiving fundamental contradictions.

This phenomenon is reflected in the simultaneous promotion of Turkic nationalism, Pan-Islamic
unity (ittihad-i Islam), and Western scientific rationality within a single, albeit complex, intellectual
framework. Explaining this convergence requires moving beyond mono-causal or purely
nationalist and biographical interpretations dominant in existing historiography.

Research Questions
This study is guided by the following questions:
1. What socio-intellectual and epistemological factors enabled the convergence and mutual
reinforcement of these ideologies in the South Caucasus?
2. How were tensions, such as those between religious universalism and ethnic nationalism,
reconciled or conceptually bypassed?
3. What forms of intellectual exchange, networking, and political collaboration can be
identified among key figures and institutions?

Literature Review

Existing scholarship on identity formation and intellectual history in the Caucasus is often
fragmented and narrowly focused. Some works, such as those by Alakbarli (2018) and Karimi
(2018), approach the subject primarily through nationalist narratives, tracing Azerbaijani identity
formation. Others focus on individual figures or specific movements, such as Baghirov and Azimov
(2018), Molaei (2020), or studies on the Baha’i movement (Shahvar et al., 2011).

In contrast, the present study adopts a synthetic and relational approach, emphasizing the
interconnections and mutual influences among Progressivism, Religious Reform, and Turanist-
Turkism, currents typically studied in isolation

Research Method and Theoretical Framework

This research employs a documentary—library methodology, analyzing primary and secondary
sources, including historical texts, correspondence, and periodicals.

The analytical framework is based on the sociological methodology developed by Yahya
Boudarinejad (2015-2021), which posits that shared epistemological foundations among
intellectual movements foster similar social structures and political alignments. When different
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ideologies rely on comparable modes of knowledge production, particularly empiricism and
sensory validation, they are more likely to converge despite apparent differences in doctrine.

This shared epistemological “grammar” facilitates cooperation, not through identical goals, but
through compatible methods of legitimizing knowledge and action. This framework is applied here
to explain the intellectual synergy observed in the South Caucasus.

Findings and Discussion

Progressivism: The Imperative of Taraqqi
The stark contrast between Western advancement and perceived Muslim decline generated a

powerful drive for “progress” (taraqqi). This produced two interconnected tendencies:

e Radical Westernism: Advocated by figures such as Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzade and
Mirza Malkam Khan, emphasizing comprehensive adoption of Western models, often
grounded in materialist and empiricist epistemology.

e Selective Modernism: Sought to reconcile progress with Islamic identity.

Despite differences, both shared a commitment to empiricism, privileging observable reality and
scientific method. This created a common epistemological foundation that facilitated convergence
with other movements.

Religious Reform: Negotiating Faith and Modernity
Three major reform movements shaped the intellectual landscape:

e Pan-Islamism (al-Afghani): While advocating Islamic unity, it implicitly accommodated
linguistic and proto-national solidarities, enabling transitions toward Turkism.
e Jadidism: Promoted ijtihad and educational reform, combining scripturalism with an
empiricist orientation and institutionalizing modern education.
e Shaykhism and Babism: Through concepts such as Hiirqalya, these movements rendered
metaphysical doctrines more accessible, aligning, unexpectedly, with empiricist tendencies.
Their critique of traditional clerical authority further aligned them with modernist reform
currents.
Together, these movements contributed to an epistemological shift favoring accessible, experience-
based knowledge.

Turanist-Turkism: Nationalism and Empirical Identity
Turanist-Turkism emerged as a response to colonial domination and Pan-Slavism, redefining

identity along linguistic and ethnic lines. As a modern ideology, it relied on empirical categories
such as language, ethnicity, and territory rather than metaphysical or religious foundations.

This epistemological orientation aligned closely with Progressivism and Religious Reform,
explaining the fluid transition of figures like Ahmed Aghayev from Pan-Islamism to Turkism. The
influence of al-Afghani on later political movements, such as the Young Turks, further
demonstrates this interconnectedness.
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Conclusion
The convergence of Progressivism, Religious Reform, and Turanist-Turkism was not merely a
contingent political alliance but was rooted in a deep epistemological affinity. All three shared a
tendency toward empiricism and a rejection, explicit or implicit, of traditional scholastic
rationalism.

e Progressivism embraced scientific empiricism.

¢ Religious Reform movements promoted direct, accessible interpretations of faith.

e Turanist-Turkism grounded identity in tangible, historical realities.
A key figure in this transformation was al-Afghani, whose pragmatist engagement with modernity
helped establish a shared epistemological language across movements.
This common framework enabled intellectual collaboration and ultimately contributed to the
formation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in 1918, the first secular republic in the Muslim
world. This outcome reflects not an anomaly but the political realization of a deeper
epistemological convergence that permanently reshaped the region’s intellectual trajectory.
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2020 https://millikimlik.az/2020/2004/
Habibbayli, isa,” XX asrin avvallari Azarbaycan yazigilan” Nurlan, Baki, 2004
Korimi, Seadat, "Azarbaycanin Milli va Siyasi Ideologiyas1 Hagqinda",Elm va tohsil, Bak1, 2018
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konflikti” BAKI UNIVERSITETININ XOBORLORI, Ne4 Humanitar elmlor seriyas1,2009
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Universitesi, 2019
Soli Shahvar, Gad G. Gilbar and Boris Morozov, “The Baha’is of Iran, Transcaspia and the Caucasus” |.B. Tauris,
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Spannaus, Nathan, “The Ur-Text of Jadidism: Abu Nasr Qursawi's Irshad and the Historiography of Muslim Modernism
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