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The concept of alienation, despite the coherent and shared semantic
framework employed by various thinkers in its explication, exhibits
significant ontological diversity and plurality, with disagreements persisting
regarding its "essence." Nevertheless, these thinkers utilize this concept to
critique the existing state of affairs and articulate an ideal condition. Whether
the criticized condition arises from a materialist contradiction between two
classes or groups or remains confined to a discursive framework determines
the idealist or materialist foundation of alienation. In a broad classification,
Sgren Kierkegaard, Hegel, Ludwig Feuerbach, and Max Stirner—alongside
nihilist thinkers (such as Nietzsche and Stirner) and existentialists (like
Sartre)—can be considered among those who have approached alienation
from an idealist perspective. In contrast, Marx and Frantz Fanon have
employed the concept within a materialist framework. Among revolutionary
thinkers, Shariati extensively utilized the concept of alienation. However,
the present author argues that Shariati’s thought incorporates both materialist
and idealist dimensions in defining alienation. This, at times, coupled with
Shariati’s methodological ambiguities, has led to a misunderstanding of the
concept or, at the very least, a lack of theoretical coherence in his definitions.
The materialist dimension of alienation in Shariati’s thought pertains to
cultural alienation and the issue of assimilation into a foreign culture. A
probable reason for this is the conspicuous boundaries of material
antagonism between indigenous and foreign cultures. The dominance of
dependency and self-sufficiency discourses—and, in their Iranian iteration,
the theme of "return to the self"—serves as an indication of these clearly
demarcated boundaries. In contrast, the lines of class and material
antagonism within Iranian society remain ambiguous due to the
underdeveloped class structure and civil society in Shariati’s contemporary
Iran. It is in this dimension that Shariati’s views on alienation assume an
idealist form.
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