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The Relationship Between Social Structure and Culture in Robert Wuthnow’s
Theory and Its Critique from the Perspective of Dr. Ali Shariati’s Thought

Alireza Kowsarnia!, Hosein Hajmohamadi?

Abstract

The relationship between culture and social structure has long been a contested issue in sociology:
Are social conditions the origin of culture, or does culture itself play a transformative role in
structural change? Some regard culture as the outcome of structure, while others see it as the
driver of social transformation. Robert Wuthnow, with an objective approach to culture, treats it
not as a subjective phenomenon but as a tangible and observable product. Within a theoretical
framework, he explains the connection between ideology and structure. Although Wuthnow’s
theory includes the role of human agency and the concept of “moral order,” structural factors
generally take precedence. In contrast, Dr. Ali Shariati conceives the relationship between culture
and structure as reciprocal and dialectical. He argues that structure affects culture, but culture
also has the capacity to reshape structure. This article analyzes Wuthnow’s cultural theory and
critiques it from the viewpoint of Shariati’s dialectical thought, demonstrating that despite
Wuthnow's effort to go beyond reductionist approaches, his theory ultimately leans toward a one-
sided view. By contrast, Shariati offers a more comprehensive interpretation of the interaction
between culture and structure.
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