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The Role of the Virtuous City in the Acquisition of Moral Virtue According to Farabi
Faezeh Hajihosseini', Mustafa Zali?

Abstract

In Farabi’s philosophical framework, theoretical virtue is regarded as the cornerstone of the four
cardinal virtues, among which moral virtue holds a significant place. However, the acquisition
of moral virtues is contingent upon human agency, such that Farabi considers acts of goodness
performed unintentionally to be devoid of virtue. Concurrently, within Farabi’s system of
thought, the acquisition of primary intellectual principles—essential for theoretical virtue—is
not within the realm of choice for all individuals. Consequently, the attainment of virtue appears
inaccessible to everyone. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the
various types of virtue in Farabi’s philosophy, elucidates the foundational role of theoretical
virtue, and investigates whether the possibility of acquiring moral virtue persists despite its
dependence on theoretical virtue and the non-volitional nature of acquiring the principles of
theoretical virtue. This inquiry is pursued by analyzing the roles of innate disposition (fitra) and
the Active Intellect as two fundamental obstacles to the universal attainment of virtue.
Acknowledging the natural differences among individuals in terms of innate disposition and their
varying capacities to engage with the Active Intellect, it becomes evident that not all individuals
can achieve virtue solely through personal agency and capabilities. Ultimately, by proposing a
political interpretation of ethical concepts such as virtue and happiness, and by referencing the
role of governance in education, upbringing, and legislation grounded in theoretical and practical
reason, a resolution is offered. The natural impediments to virtue acquisition are overcome
through the establishment of civic order within the virtuous city.
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