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Abstract

Al-Ghazali should be recognized for his different roles in the world of science and politics; roles that have
been very influential and history-making. Al-Ghazali's unique experiences have made special works of his
available to the world of science, which sometimes seem contradictory and inconsistent. (Question) In this
study, the question of how Ghazali's later view of politics is desirable is asked. (Hypothesis) In response, it
should be said that he brought a new way of understanding religious knowledge and the relationship
between religion and politics, and paying attention to the inner self should be considered the center of
gravity of Ghazali's change in attitude, which shows him a different face; therefore, Ghazali's desirable
politics should be considered politics based on the "heart". Ghazali's attention to the "heart" as the most
precious part of a person's life was not simply a discovery in the field of personal life, but he tried to let the
heart into the world of society and politics and look at the turmoil of power through the eyes of the heart.
(Findings) After Ghazali, the jurist, donned the Sufi robe and, with his famous emigration from the world
of politics to inward isolation, established a different approach, based on introspection, in political thought
after him among Muslim thinkers. Ghazali began this new project by presenting a definition of the duality
of politics and prophecy and devoted himself to explaining the position of the "heart" in the dignity of
prophethood and desirable governance. The research explores this issue in the relationship between politics,
prophecy, and introspection. The period in which Ghazali lived is one of the most exciting and turbulent
periods in the history of Iranian thought. The article fundamentally examines Ghazali's political thought
and deals with the basis of good politics in his view. In the Islamic world, the battle between reason and
tradition has generally ended in favor of tradition, although with different degrees of lightness and weight.
Meanwhile, the basis of Ghazali's political thought is the primacy of Sharia. The central idea of the research
is to examine the fact that after his own transformation and the shift from the external and external sciences
such as jurisprudence to the internal and esoteric sciences, Ghazali had a different perception of politics; a
perception based on tolerance. Imam Muhammad Ghazali's tolerant politics is presented as a procedure in
relations between people and as an accepted approach in politics. Another point was the change in his
personal character, which, despite the special religious, scientific and political position he had, and despite
the tensions he had experienced with philosophers, theologians and esotericists, spoke of the legitimacy of
Sufism in his later attitude. In fact, we should consider his internal transformation as a precursor to his
scientific, social and political transformation; Ghazali's transformation from the external to the internal and
from Sharia to mysticism led him to adopt an esoteric attitude towards politics and governance and to follow
a tolerant attitude towards the relationship between politics and Sharia; a practice that was absent in the
externalist character of Ghazali 1.

Al-Ghazali's emphasis on Sharia in politics can be read in the context of his esoteric approach, which is
reflected in the esoteric understanding of the political role of the Prophet, and along with the emergence of
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the esoteric approach in politics, it leads to the prescription of an esoteric approach in the field of collective
life and among members of society. In fact, Al-Ghazali did not reject Sharia and jurisprudence, but rather
sought to revive them; but in a different epistemological context.

Al-Ghazali's later political thinking should be observed in his tendency, simultaneously with the writing of
The The Revival of the Religious Sciences (Ihya’ ‘Ultim al-Din) to explan of his new epistemology, which
was based on mystical intuition; such an approach prescribed a tolerant and basic tolerance policy.

The knowledge intended by Al-Ghazali, which itself is the result of his overcoming of the great doubt, is
an intuitive and unquestionable knowledge that belongs to the Prophet before and more than anyone else.
His desired politics also is based on this prophetic knowledge and belongs to him. He, who lives in the
absence of a prophet, considers the right and proper politics to be the politics of esotericism that uses the
intention of moral purity and reform together and on the path of collective happiness.

Therefore, his desired politics should be considered a politics based on wisdom and tolerance, which in turn
opens the way to accepting diversity of knowledge. A noteworthy point is the way in which the Sharia is
preferred in the later thought of Ghazali. A way that turned a jurist into a Sufi.He examines this issue in an
introduction and sections on politics, the prophet and esotericism, mission and governance. Ghazali
considers politics through the lens of human spiritual and material life.

Finally, he turns to the reformative mission of politics and explains the solidarity of politics and religion
under the esoteric perspective and the concept of reform in individual and social life. Ghazali discusses
prophecy in various ways, but what stands out in his final thought is the attention to the heart and the
inwardness and the insight into prophecy. Prophethood is the beginning of the creation of a new society
based on a new teaching that descended on the heart of the prophet; a teaching that also includes politics.
Attention to the inwardness is Ghazali's solution for reconciling religion and the world.

Ghazali's introspection should be understood alongside the pure and sincere intention that is manifested in
the individual's actions and behavior or in worship, habits, salvations and destructions; this important matter
provides the path to the happiness of this world and the happiness of the hereafter. The sum of this
behavioral effort should be considered Ghazali's approach to introspective ethics that covers the individual
and collective aspects of human life and opens the way to happiness. The point here is that the happiness
of each individual can be understood in the collective form of that happiness of society. A further
explanation is that Ghazali seeks the way to achieve this important matter not in imitation and repetition of
outward actions but in the heart, heartfelt belief and inner purity. Ghazali should be considered a seeker
who, until the last moments of his life, was in search of sincerity and divine closeness. He considered this
closeness to be in clinging to the Prophet as the best creation of God.

Al-Ghazali compensates for the absence of the Prophet by relying on mysticism, esotericism, and moral
loyalty to the teachings of the Prophet, and he sees the solution to society in the hands of the scholars of the
hereafter and the rulers of this world who are committed to reforming the times.
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